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Liberation in Service to
Lord Krishna
A lecture in Vrindavana on November 2, 1972,

by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

ato vai kavayo nityam
bhaktim paramaya muda

vasudeve bhagavati
kurvanty atma-prasadanim

"Therefore all transcendentalists have been rendering loving service with great delight to Lord Krishna, the
Personality of Godhead, from time immemorial because such devotional service is enlivening to the self. (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.2.22)

Atma means self, mind, or body. We are living in three stages: the bodily concept of life, the mental concept of
life, and the spiritual concept of life. Those who are grossly in ignorance think in terms of the bodily concept of
life. Those who are a little more advanced think in terms of the mental or psychological concept of life. And those
who are still more advanced think in terms of the spiritual concept of life.

The spiritual concept of life was described in a previous verse: vadanti tat tattva-vidas tattvam. Tattvam means
truth. The truth is spirit, not matter. Matter is truth but subordinate to spirit. On the basis of spirit, matter grows,
just as our body has grown on the basis of our spiritual existence.

So spiritual realization is the ultimate goal of our life. Jivasya tattva-jijnasa nartho yas ceha karmabhih. Inquiry
about the truth is the main business of the living entity. But living entities lower than human beings: animals, birds,
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beasts, trees, aquatics, insects have no privilege to inquire about the Absolute Truth. It is in the human form of
life that one can inquire about the Absolute Truth.

When one is actually inquisitive about the Absolute Truth, he realizes three transcendental subjects: brahmeti
paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate: the all-pervading Brahman, the localized Supersoul, and Bhagavan, the
Personality of Godhead. Ultimately one has to reach the platform of Bhagavan, Vasudeva. Vasudeva sarvam iti
sa mahatma sudurlabhah. One who reaches the point of understanding Vasudeva, Krishna, is the perfect mahatma.

Others may be transcendentalists (kovidah, "men of knowledge"), but one who has reached the point of understanding
Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is called mahatma. Mahatma is a very common word in India.
Any saintly person is called a mahatma. But according to Vedic description, a mahatma is one who has reached
the point of understanding Vasudeva, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

In another place it is stated: mahat-sevam dvaram ahur vimuktes tamo-dvaram yositam sangi-sangam. There are
two ways of life. One way is liberation, and the other way is bondage. For example, when a reel of thread turns
one way it draws in the thread, and when it turns the other way it releases the thread. Similarly, we can lead our
life in two ways, either towards liberation or towards the darkness of bondage.

By gradual evolution we come to the human form of life. Now we can move in two ways, either towards liberation
or towards bondage.

Modern education has no information about bondage and liberation. There is no education to enable students to
understand God, themselves, and their relationship with God, Vishnu. These things are unknown to the modern
educationist.

The Vedic literature therefore says, andhah yathandhair upaniyamanas te 'pisa-tantryam uru-dhamni-baddhah.
Uru means "very strong." Dhamni means "rope." If your hands and legs are tied strongly, it is very difficult for you
to move. Similarly, by the laws of nature every living entity is bound up very strongly isa-tantrya, "by the laws of
the Supreme Lord." We are bound up. We cannot deviate.

We cannot violate the laws of nature. Everyone can experience this. A little violation, a little deviation from the laws
of nature, and we suffer. That is our daily experience. For example, the laws of nature dictate that you can eat
only as much as you can digest. If you eat more, by the laws of nature you will suffer from indigestion. You cannot
violate the law without suffering. Daivi hy esa guna-mayi mama maya duratyaya. Nobody can violate the laws of
nature.

We have discussed how to get out of the laws of nature: mukta-sangasya jayate. Mukta-sanga means one who
has become freed from the three modes of material nature. After being freed from those three modes, then one
can talk of vasudeva-bhakti.

From another point of view, one can become free from this bondage of material nature simply by devotional service
to Vasudeva. That is stressed in this chapter of Srimad-Bhagavatam from the very beginning:

vasudeve bhagavati
bhakti-yogah prayojitah
janayaty asu vairagyam

jnanam ca yad ahaitukam

If one simply learns how to render devotional service to Vasudeva, Krishna, then very soon one becomes detached
from material bondage. And one gets knowledge, real knowledge. Material knowledge is the cause of bondage.
Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said that advancement of material knowledge means more and more bondage. And
advancement of spiritual knowledge means more and more liberation. Our problem, therefore, is how to liberate
ourselves from material bondage.

We are bound up. I am a spirit soul, you are a spirit soul, but we are put into material bondage. And because we
are in material bondage we have no freedom. People do not understand this.

The spirit soul is described as sarva-ga. Sarva-ga means that the spirit soul can go anywhere he likes. But due
to this material bondage because we have material bodies we are checked. We cannot even go to other planets.

Of course, the yogis by yogic processes become a little free from this material body. Therefore they can transfer
from one place to another very quickly, even yogis who are on the material platform. On this planet they travel
very quickly. There are many yogis still in India who take bath in four places daily early in the morning. They take
bath in Jagannatha Puri, Ramesvaram, Hardwar, and Dvaraka. We met some yogis, and they said how quickly
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they can go from one place to another.

From our own experience we can all understand how they can do this. Just consider the mind. The mind is so swift
that in a second it can reach thousands of miles away. And the spirit soul is still more subtle. So the speed of the
spirit soul is very, very great. In the Bhagavad-gita Krishna says, tayktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti so
'rjuna: "Just after giving up this body, one can immediately come to Me in the spiritual world." These are the Vedic
statements.

You can try to understand. Tyaktva deham punar janma naiti: we accept another body immediately after death.
When you are walking you take your second step when your first step is secure. Similarly as soon as the next
body is arranged by superior arrangement, we give up the present body and enter into another gross body. This
is the law.

So Krishna says, tyaktva deham punar janma naiti. If the living entity does not enter into another gross body, where
does he go? Krishna says, mam eti: "He comes to Me." Now, imagine the speed of the spirit soul. Just after leaving
the body at death he immediately goes to Goloka Vrindavana, or at least to where Krishna is, to join Krishna's
nitya-lila, His eternal pastimes.

How Krishna's nitya-lila are going on has been described in the Chaitanya-charitamrita. Krishna is always present
in one of the universes in His bhauma-lila, His pastimes in the material world. Lord Chaitanya has given the
example of the movement of the sun. By the movement of the sun, we divide the day into twenty-four hours, into
sixty minutes, into sixty seconds. Yet each time of the day is always existing. For example, our sunrise today was
at six-thirty. This six-thirty passed here, but somewhere else it is now six-thirty. And when six-thirty passes there,
somewhere else it will be six-thirty. Similarly, Krishna is passing from one universe to another, and when He's
visible in this universe, we find Krishna's appearance.

Srila Sanatana Gosvami has informed us that a soul who has become competent to associate with Krishna goes
first of all to Krishna within some universe where He is having His pastimes, bhauma-lila. Then, just as a person
is trained as an apprentice and then given a post, so when a living entity eligible by Krishna consciousness gives
up his body he is transferred at once to the universe where Krishna is. And after being trained up thoroughly, he's
transferred to the original Krishnaloka, Goloka Vrindavana.

How swift the spirit soul is - in a moment he goes either to Krishna or to one of the universes! There are millions
and trillions of universes. We have information of our universe, but from Vedic literature we get information that
there are millions and trillions of universes like this. We can see only one universe. But we get this information
from Brahma-samhita: yasya prabha prabhavato jagad-anda-koti. The word jagad-anda means one universe. And
koti means millions. So there are unlimited universes. And in each universe there are millions and trillions of
planets, each different from the others. This is the creation.

So just imagine the vastness of God's creation, how He enters every universe continually, and how His lila is going
on. As soon as Krishna's birth is finished in one universe, immediately in another universe His birth takes place.
This is called nitya-lila. So the spirit soul has immense power, and the soul is only a fragment of Krishna. Now
you can imagine the power of Krishna. The living entity has so many potencies. So what potency must Krishna
have, who is full of spiritual potency?

Actually if we want to be happy, as part and parcel of Krishna, we must join Him. That is our value. This example
I have given several times: a small screw from a machine has immense value when it is attached to the machine.
But the same small screw when detached from the machine has no value. Not even a farthing. Similarly, we are
part and parcel of Krishna, Vasudeva. Our value is in full when we join Krishna, when we dovetail our activities
in Krishna consciousness. Then we are valuable. Otherwise, so-called progress is simply illusion.

Therefore if we actually want happiness, we must dovetail our activities with Krishna, Vasudeva. It is for your
interest. It is not for Krishna's interest. Krishna can create millions of living entities like you. He doesn't require
your service. He's complete. But if you want your satisfaction, you have to dovetail yourself in devotional service
to Krishna. That is intelligence. Otherwise foolishness, ignorance, illusion. Thank you very much. 
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SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT
Who Loves God?

The following conversation took place in London on August 14, 1971.

Srila Prabhupada: We are preaching God
consciousness. God is God. God is neither
Christian, nor Hindu, nor Muslim. In our
movement we are preaching love of Godhead.
So it doesn't matter what type of religion one
is following. We simply want to see that he has
love for God.

Our bhagavata-dharma gives this definition: sa
vai pumsam paro dharmo yato bhaktir adhoksaje.
The first-class religion is that which by following
one becomes a lover of God. It doesn't matter
which religion one follows, but the test will be whether
one has become a lover of God.

Guest: So you don't try to convert
people from other religions?

Srila Prabhupada: No. We
are teaching how to love
God. That's al l .



Guest: So we're doing the same thing.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. But the test is there whether one has become a lover of God or a lover of dog. If you find
that one has become a lover of dog, then his religion is useless.

Guest: How does one know?

Srila Prabhupada: You can see whether he's loving God or dog. That's all. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu says:

yugayitam nimesena
caksusa pravrsayitam

sunyayitam jagat sarvam
govinda-virahena me

Yugayitam nimesena: "Every moment is just like twelve years." Caksusa pravrsayitam: "I am crying torrents of
rain." Sunyaytam jagat sarvam: "Oh, I find everything vacant." Govinda-virahena me: "Without God." This is an
ideal picture.

Another test: bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktir anyatra ca. If one has become a lover of God, naturally he will be
detached from material enjoyment. Love of God and love of the material world cannot go together. Lord Jesus
Christ never advised going for economic development, for industrial development. He sacrificed everything for
God. That is one test "Here is a lover of God." Lord Jesus Christ was punished. He was ordered, "Stop this
preaching." But he did not. So that is love of God. He sacrificed everything.

The idea is that Lord Jesus Christ and his followers must both be, at least to some extent, at that point. That is
the test. So we say that you follow any religious path. Which one doesn't matter. We want to see whether you are
a lover of God. That is our propaganda.

And if one is serious about loving God, it doesn't matter which way he'll develop that dormant love. If a person
wants to be a very nice student of mathematics, it doesn't matter from which university he takes the degree.
Students sometimes go to other countries for education.

So if one is serious about loving God, then it doesn't matter in which way he learns that art. He won't discriminate,
"Oh, I must learn this art from this university." No. Any university. It doesn't matter.

So our principle is that we are teaching love of God. Those who are after God are coming to us. It does not matter
whether they are in America, in Russia, in Africa, or Canada. They are coming. And the method is simple. Chant
the holy name of God. If you have a name for God, chant it. We preach this. We don't say that you must chant
"Krishna." If you know any name for God, then chant that. If you haven't got any name of God, then chant our
conception of the name of God "Krishna."

Lord Chaitanya says that there are many names of God and in each name the full potency of God is there. And
there are no hard and fast rules for chanting the holy name of God. Anyone can chant anywhere, at anytime, in
any circumstances.

Lord Chaitanya says, "My Lord, You are so merciful that I can associate with You simply by chanting Your holy
name. But I am so unfortunate that I have no attraction for that."

We are teaching our students to chant. They always carry a bead bag, and they chant: Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna,
Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. Now, where is the loss? Where
is the want of time? While walking in the street they are chanting. I am sitting here talking with you. As soon as I
finish I shall chant Hare Krishna. Where is the difficulty?

But ask people to chant the holy name of God, and they won't accept. That is unfortunate. Chanting is such a
simple thing. You don't have to go to the church or the temple or hell or heaven - in any condition you can chant
the holy name of God. But people are so unfortunate they won't accept this theory. There is no charge, there is
no loss. If there is some gain, why not try for it? 

Jan 9 Ekadashi
Jan 10 break fast

Jan 24 Ekadashi
Jan 25 break fast

Fasting

Krishna Voice, January 20218



Krishna Voice, January 2021 9

The Virtues of Indian Culture
by Gadadhara Dasa

The Indian's faith in God, the soul, karma, and reincarnation is his greatest asset, an asset inherited from Vedic
culture. When a person has deep faith that his happiness and distress stem directly from his pious or sinful acts
of past lives or this life, he holds himself away from sin and embraces piety.

Such a person has faith that happiness will come unsought, just like distress. So he is not preoccupied with seeking
material happiness, nor does he resort to unethical acts. A person nourished by Vedic culture is patient, knowing
that happiness will come of its own accord.

The Vedic culture speaks strongly against the vices of meat-eating, intoxication, illicit sex, and gambling. It points
one instead towards virtues like mercy, austerity, purity, and truthfulness. And when vices are curbed and virtues
encouraged, society flourishes.

Consider, in contrast, what happens in a materialistic culture. In America, where I live, even the government and
many churches encourage or tacitly approve of meat-eating, drinking, smoking, illicit sex, and gambling. So the
highly industrious Americans pay heavily, with broken families, crime, sickness, lost production, and mental and
emotional distress.

Fortunately, despite heavy propaganda from industries peddling vices, many Americans are slowly learning the
truth about what is good and bad about the way they live. More and more Americans are turning to vegetarianism.
More and more corporations, universities, and cities are banning smoking in the workplace. More and more
communities are imposing controls on industries that dump junk into the air, water, and land.

America is suffering reactions to vices, and these reactions should be a warning to those shaky about preserving
India's Vedic culture. A person nourished by Vedic culture doesn't seek pleasure in the vices of meat-eating,
intoxication, illicit sex, or gambling. He knows that within the body he is a spirit soul, and he knows that any pleasure
that comes only from the body is flimsy and temporary. He is convinced that vices will hurt him instead of helping.
True and lasting happiness will come by seeing more to the needs of the soul than those of the body.

The world will be heaven if we drive away vices and promote the virtues of austerity, purity, cleanliness, and
truthfulness. 
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Paradoxes of Time and Space
by Sadaputa Dasa

Imagine that a man travels into outer space on a rocket at near the speed of light and then returns to earth.
According to Einstein's theory of relativity, the man will find he has not aged as much as his identical twin brother
who stayed home. Time will have passed more slowly on the rapidly moving rocket than on the slow-moving earth.
This disparity in the passage of time is often called time dilation.

This story of the twins is called the twin paradox, since it runs contrary to our expectations. Yet a simple diagram
can easily show how it works.

The key to understanding the aging of the twins is Einstein's postulate that no matter how fast a person is traveling,
if he measures the speed of a beam of light it will always be the same. In principle, then, we could make a clock
by having a beam of light bounce back and forth between two mirrors mounted in frames at a fixed distance from
one another. Since light always goes at the same speed, the time a pulse of light takes to make one complete
bounce from one mirror to the other and back will always be the same. So we can measure the passage of time
by counting complete bounces.

In the graph, distance is plotted on the horizontal axis and the passage of time on the vertical. Two stationary
mirrors leave parallel vertical lines as time passes. A pulse of light bouncing back and forth between the two mirrors
leaves a zig-zag path, and in this diagram we can count 10 complete bounces.
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The pair of lines moving right and then left in a V-shape represents the movement of a pair of mirrors that travel
first to the right and then to the left. The zig-zag line between these two V-shaped lines represents the path of a
light pulse bouncing between the two moving mirrors. We can count nearly 7 complete bounces in this case. This
means that while an observer standing next to the stationary mirrors experiences that 10 units of time have passed,
an observer traveling with the moving mirrors experiences only 7 units of time.

This shows how the twin paradox works. The striking thing about it is that even though the zigs and zags of the
light trapped between the moving mirrors seem unequal, an observer moving with the mirrors will see them to be
the same. For this to be possible, both space and time on a moving object must transform in a strange way.

Note, by the way, that the horizontal spacing between the two moving mirrors is shown to be smaller than the
spacing between the two stationary mirrors. This is an example of how space transforms with motion. According
to Einstein's theory, a moving object will shrink in length by a certain percentage along its line of motion.

Apart from time dilation caused by motion, Einstein also discussed time dilation caused by gravitation. Imagine a
beam of light moving up from the surface of the earth. According to the laws of physics, the light must lose energy
as it climbs against the pull of gravity. The frequency of a beam of light is proportional to its energy. So as the light
climbs upward, its frequency drops.

Now suppose the light is coming from the face of a clock situated on the earth's surface, and that a person in outer
space is using this light to see the clock. A person on earth can observe that for every second ticked off by the
clock, the light will vibrate through a certain number of cycles. The person observing the clock from outer space
will also see that the light vibrates through this many cycles in the time the second hand ticks off one second.

For the observer in outer space, however, the light has a lower frequency than on earth. So he'll see the earth
clock running slower than his own clock. Relative to the observer in space, time on earth must be passing more
slowly. Calculations show that for a person in outer space, time on the earth's surface would seem to pass only
slightly more slowly. But time on a planet with an extremely strong gravitational field would pass very slowly indeed.

According to the theory of relativity, an object with a strong enough gravitational field will be surrounded by an
imaginary sphere called the event horizon. As Joe Smith, say at 1:00 P. M. by his own watch, approaches the
object in his space ship and passes the event horizon, he won't notice anything unusual. But to an observer
watching from a distance, as Joe approaches the event horizon, he will seem to slow down. He will never quite
get there, and his watch will never quite reach 1:00 P. M. As the light coming from Joe grows to longer and longer
wavelengths, Joe will fade out and gradually become invisible. Objects with such event horizons are known as
black holes.

These examples show that modern physics allows for remarkable transformations of space and time. And apparently,
similar ideas are found in Vedic literature.

We find an example in the story of a king named Kakudmi, who was able to travel to the world of Brahma and
experience Brahma's scale of time. Here is the story, as related in the Srimad-Bhagavatam:

Taking his own daughter, Revati, Kakudmi went to Lord Brahma in Brahmaloka, which is transcendental
to the three modes of material nature, and inquired about a husband for her. When Kakudmi arrived
there, Lord Brahma was engaged in hearing musical performances by the Gandharvas and had not
a moment to talk with him. Therefore Kakudmi waited, and at the end of the musical performances
he offered his obeisances to Lord Brahma and thus submitted his long-standing desire.
After hearing his words, Lord Brahma, who is most powerful, laughed loudly and said to Kakudmi,
"O King, all those whom you may have decided within the core of your heart to accept as your son-
in-law have passed away in the course of time. Twenty-seven catur-yugas have already passed.
Those upon whom you may have decided are now gone, and so are their sons, grandsons, and
other descendants. You cannot even hear about their names." (Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.3.28-32)

One catur-yuga lasts 4,320,000 years. With this information, we can estimate the rate of time dilation on Brahmaloka.
If the concert given by the Gandharvas took about one hour in Brahma's time scale, then that hour must correspond
to 27 times 4,320,000 earth years. It is interesting that this estimate closely matches one for time dilation in another
story involving Brahma.

This is the story of the brahma-vimohana-lila, or the bewilderment of Brahma by Krishna. Several thousand years
ago, Krishna descended to the earth as an avatara and was playing as a young cowherd boy, tending calves in
the forest of Vrindavana (south of present-day New Delhi). To test Krishna's potency, Brahma used mystic power
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to steal Krishna's calves and cowherd boy friends and hide them in suspended animation in a secluded place.
He then went away for a year of earthly time to see what would happen.

Krishna responded to Brahma's trick by expanding Himself into identical copies of the calves and boys. So, when
Brahma returned, he saw Krishna playing with the boys and calves just as before. Brahma became bewildered.
Checking the boys and calves he had hidden, he found they were indistinguishable from the ones playing with
Krishna, and he couldn't understand how this was possible. Finally Krishna revealed to Brahma that these latter
boys and calves were identical with Himself, and He allowed Brahma to have a direct vision of the spiritual world.

Now, it turns out that even though Brahma was absent for one earth year, on his time scale only a moment had
passed. The Sanskrit word used here for a moment of time is truti. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.13.40) There are
various definitions of a truti, but the Vedic astronomy text called the Surya-siddhanta defines a truti to be 1/33,750
of a second. ** (Sastrin, Bapu Deva, trans., 1860, Surya-siddhanta, Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press, reprinted in
Bibliotheca Indica, New Series No. 1, Hindu Astronomy I, p. 2.) If we accept this figure, then one year on earth
corresponds to 1/3,750 of a second in the time of Brahma.

As I pointed out, King Kakudmi's visit to Brahmaloka took 27 times 4,320,000 earth years. If we multiply this by
1/33,750 we find that in Brahma's time King Kakudmi's visit lasted 3,456 seconds, or just under an hour. This is
consistent with the story that the king had to wait for a musical performance to finish before having a brief
conversation with Lord Brahma.

Although the time dilation involved in visits to Brahmaloka is extreme, such large time dilations do arise in the
theories of modern physics. For example, suppose that instead of crossing the event horizon of a black hole, Joe
Smith simply came close to the event horizon and then went back out into space to rejoin the person observing
his journey. If he had come close enough to the event horizon, he would find that although his trip seemed short
to him, millions of years had passed, and the observer had died long ago.

It is curious that according to the Srimad-Bhagavatam the physical universe is surrounded by a shell, and Brahmaloka
is located very close to that shell. The Bhagavatam gives the diameter of this shell as 500 million yojanas, which,
using the standard figure of 8 miles per yojana, comes out to 4 billion miles.

This seems extremely small. In a purport in the Chaitanya-charitamrita, however, Srila Prabhupada makes the
following comment:

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, one of the greatest astrologers of his time, gives information
from Siddhanta Siromani that this universe measures 18,712,069,200,000,000 x 8 miles. This is the
circumference of this universe. According to some, this is only half the circumference. (Chaitanya
Charitamrita, Madhya-lila 21.84)

Assuming that what is meant is circumference, the diameter of the universe should be 5,956,200,000 million
yojanas, considerably bigger than 500 million.

What is the meaning of these apparently contradictory figures? I don't know for sure, but it's interesting to consider
that transformations of space may take place as one approaches the shell of the universe. The time dilation stories
involving Brahmaloka show that transformations of time take place as one approaches the shell, and in the theory
of relativity space and time tend to change together.

In the Mahabharata Narada Muni gives Maharaja Yudhisthira a description of the assembly hall of Lord Brahma
on Brahmaloka. He emphasizes that the structure of this hall is impossible to describe, and this seems consistent
with the idea that space in Brahmaloka may undergo transformations incomprehensible from our earthly standpoint.
Here is his description of Brahma's hall:

It is not possible to describe it as it really is, king of the people, for from instant to instant it has
another indescribable appearance. I know neither its size nor its structure, Bharata, and never before
have I seen such beauty. The hall is very comfortable, king, neither too cold nor too hot; when one
enters it, one no longer is hungry, thirsty, or weary. It is as though it is made up of many different
shapes, all very colourful and luminous. No pillars support it. It is eternal and knows of no decay. It
is self-luminous beyond the moon and sun and the flame-crested fire. ** (van Buitenen, J. A. B.,
trans., 1975, The Mahabharata, Books 2 and 3, Chicago: The Univ. of Chicago Press, p. 51.)

If strange transformations of space do occur in the region of Brahmaloka, then it could be that different scales of
distance may be appropriate for describing travel to that region.



Going beyond Brahmaloka, one comes to the shell of the universe, described in Vedic literature as a region of
transition from the physical world to the spiritual world. Since the Bhagavatam regards space as we know it as a
physical element (called akasha, or ether), the shell marks the end of distance measurements as we know them,
even though the thickness of that shell is described in the Bhagavatam in terms of units of distance. This also
suggests that different scales of distance and even different types of distance may be involved in Vedic cosmology.

The shell of the universe also marks the end of time as we know it. According to the Vedic literature, a liberated
soul is able to cross the shell of the universe and enter the transcendental region of Vaikuntha, where material
time does not exist. Compare this with the idea of Joe Smith's journey through the event horizon of a black hole.
Just as Joe passes into a region that, for observers outside the event horizon, is beyond time, the liberated soul
passes into a region beyond the time of the physical universe. So in a sense the shell of the universe described
in the Bhagavatam might be compared to the event horizon of a black hole.

These comparisons between concepts from the Bhagavatam and concepts from modern physics are crude at best
and should be regarded only as metaphors. But they do indicate that some of the strange features of the universe
as described in the Vedic literature may be no more "far out" than some of the ideas in accepted theories of modern
physics. 
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Akshaya Patra News

Antrix Corporation donated two food distribution vehicles to Akshaya Patra in November 2020.
Sri Rakesh Sasibhushan - Chairman and Managing Director, Sri Sanjay Kumar Agarwal - Director Finance
and Dr. Ajit Kalghatgi - Independent Director, were present on the occasion of inaugurating these vehicles.
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The Gita In A Nutshell
By His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

To educate those persons who are enamoured by empirical arguments and who do not receive transcendental
knowledge through any bona fide disciplic succession—and who are thus going astray—we have compiled the
essential knowledge of the Bhagavad-gita in a nutshell:

1) Lord Sri Krishna is the Supreme Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the cause of all causes.
The definition of God is given in this aphorism from the Vedas: "By Him and from Him is manifest this universe,
and He controls its creation, sustenance, and annihilation." He is the mainstay of both this unlimited variegated
cosmic manifestation and the immeasurable spiritual sky, the Vaikunthas. He is the eternally existing, transcendental
Supreme Being with a spiritual form. The impersonal Brahman is but His bodily effulgence; He is the nondual Truth.
The Supersoul (Paramatma) is His plenary expansion who resides in everyone's heart and pervades the entire
creation as well.

2) The jivas, the living entities, are Lord Krishna's minute parts. Although the jiva is qualitatively nondifferent from
the Lord, he is quantitatively different from Him, since the Lord is infinite and the jiva infinitesimal. The jiva is
situated in the Lord's marginal potency, which, inconceivably, is simultaneously one with and different from the
Lord.

3) The jivas—the marginal energy of the Lord—have the ability to reside eternally either in Vaikuntha or in this
material world. A jiva falls down to material nescience because of countless sinful activities, and in these alien
surroundings he goes up and down, traveling through all the planetary systems, from Lord Brahma's planet down
to Patalaloka. In the material world the jiva experiences birth, disease, old age, and death and is forced to accept
three types of suffering, namely, those
miseries stemming from his own mind and
body, those inflicted by other living entities,
and those hurled at him by the demigods.

4) The conditioned living entities are encaged
in this many-faceted prison-house called the
material world. The nature of this world is
creation, sustenance, and destruction. During
creation and sustenance this material nature
is in a manifest state, and with destruction
it again becomes unmanifest. Thus this
mundane, illusory realm is the Lord's inferior
energy because it is sometimes manifest
and at other times unmanifest.

5) Beyond this manifest and unmanifest
external energy of the Lord exists another
realm, which is transcendental and spiritually
variegated. This is the unlimited spiritual
sky, known as Vaikuntha, which is
everlasting. This realm is always manifest;
it is never unmanifest. Thus it is not subject
to creation and annihilation.

6) Those conditioned souls who identify with
this illusory material nature and are proud
of it, and who do not care to know about the
Supreme Lord, are subjugated by the Lord's
illusory potency, who is known variously as
Maha Kali, Chandi, and Durga, and who
pierces them with her trident of the threefold
miseries. These demoniac jivas are forced
into slavery by the illusory potency—Kali,



Krishna Voice, January 2021 15

or Mahamaya. The Bhagavad-gita, the essence of all the Vedic scriptures, was compiled for the deliverance of
the conditioned souls. By studying the Gita carefully, a jiva takes shelter of the Supreme Lord's lotus feet and
attains l iberat ion from the merry-go-round of repeated suffer ing in the material  world.

7) The conditioned jiva suffers from the material disease—the miseries of birth, death, old age, and disease. When
this suffering becomes unbearable, he looks for help. Those who are less intelligent embrace the path of impersonal
liberation and undertake severe austerities to achieve their goal. More elevated than these salvationists are the
devotees of the Lord, who realize that their eternal nature is to be His servants. They do not try to extinguish this
nature but rather practice and preach the eternal process of devotion so they can enter the Lord's eternal spiritual
abode. All living entities have a right to practice this eternal process of devotional service.

8) The mahat-tattva, the material nature, manifests itself in twenty-four ingredients: 1) the unmanifest principle,
2) false ego, 3) intelligence, 4) mind, 5) ether, 6) air, 7) fire, 8) water, 9) earth, 10) sound, 11) touch, 12) form, 13)
taste, 14) smell; 15) ears, 16) skin, 17) eyes, 18) tongue, 19) nose, 20) mouth, 21) hands, 22) feet, 23) anus, 24)
genitals.

9) The undifferentiated Absolute Truth, the original Supreme Personality, Lord Sri Krishna, incarnates in this material
world once in every day of Lord Brahma—that is, once every 8,640,000,000 solar years—to shower His mercy
upon both His surrendered devotees and the atheistic nondevotees. He protects His devotees and slays the
atheistic demons, thus giving the latter troublesome release, so to speak, in impersonal liberation. The Bhagavad-
gita, on the other hand, teaches liberation through devotional service to the Supreme Lord. The only way to obtain
this devotional service is to take full shelter of the spiritual authority, the guru, who is coming in the line of a proper
disciplic succession. Those who toil without worshiping the spiritual master will find that all their endeavours are
futile.

10) Those foolish souls who refuse to take shelter of a bona fide guru are truly shelterless. Without the guidance
of a guru, these rascals consider themselves knowledgeable, and on the basis of this misconception they make
the mistake of worshiping God as a man and a mere mortal as God.

11) The Supreme Personality of Godhead is full in six opulences and is not the property of any particular sect,
group, or country. He is available to everyone. He is the deliverer of all and the supreme father of all. He appears
in this material world to liberate every living entity, and His message, the Bhagavad-gita, is therefore applicable
to every land and to all people. It is meant to be preached everywhere. Therefore those fortunate souls who are
spreading the message of the Lord are most dear to Him.

12) Foolish, demoniac rascals in the grip of the Lord's illusory energy loudly brag about their materialistic plans.
The Bhagavad-gita alone can penetrate their hard shell of ignorance and awaken them to the truth.

13) With concerted, strong preaching, the devotees of Krishna must inform such foolish men that their so-called
plans will surely be undermined because the platform they have chosen to build their dream houses on is factually
a mirage—a movie only. Reality is elsewhere. The information needed to transport one to that realm of reality and
truth is available in the Vedic scriptures.

14) Therefore, the real symptom of a good civilization is that its citizens are inspired by the scriptures to take up
the process of devotion and go back to Godhead, where they will eternally reside in their actual home. Only in
this way can they end all futile labour.

15) Just as the most sinful wretch lives in a ghostly body after death and moves about in the ether, having been
denied a gross body, so the impersonalist, although rising to the point of liberation in the transcendental position,
falls back down to the material world because of not having developed the mood of loving service to the Supreme
Lord. Therefore the severe austerities and penances the impersonalist performs are not equivalent to the eternal
religion of devotional service.

16) When monists are so attached to the formless, impersonal aspect of the Lord that they distinguish between
Him and His transcendental body, their consciousness becomes contaminated by this blasphemy, and thus they
are deprived of a place in the Lord's eternal abode. But if by some good fortune they come in touch with a pure
devotee and hear from him with faith about the Lord's transcendental name, qualities, pastimes, and so on, then
they will certainly be cleansed of their contamination and become inspired and attracted by the Lord's glorious
character, and finally they will surrender to Him fully. Thus the Bhagavad-gita is such an instructive text that for
those who want to enter into the eternal pastimes of the Supreme Lord, its unequivocal message teaches the first
stages of surrender, and this surrender is absolutely essential for reaching the ultimate destination. It is to be
understood that the pure devotees have successfully passed this test of surrender according to the tenets of the
Bhagavad-gita. 
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Majestic grandeur

Kanchipuram Ulagalantha
Perumal Temple

by Sampatkumara Ramanuja Dasan (Adv. Ashwin.S)

Located in the town of Kanchipuram, is the temple of
Lord Ulagalantha Perumal, the abode of Lord Vishnu
as Vamana-murthy and four other divyadesams.

Maharaja Bali was the grandson of the great devotee
Prahlada. He is glorified in the Srimad Bhagavatam as
one of the twelve mahajanas or great authorities in the
devotional line. He was born to Virochana and Devamba.
His grandfather, Prahlada Maharaja, instilled in Bali, a
strong sense of dharma, values and most importantly,
devotional service to the Supreme Lord. With such an
upbringing, Bali Maharaja grew up to be very pious,
contrary to the expected behaviour of others in his
demonic (asura) clan. His reign as the head of the
asuras was characterised by peace, tranquillity and

prosperity. Even demigods like Indra became envious
of Maharaja Bali. As king of the demigods, Indra was
fearful that Bali Maharaja’s popularity, power and piety
would override his own sovereignty. So in his typical
passionate manner, he decided to safeguard his position
by waging war against the asura king. The great battle
between the demigods (led by Indra) and the asuras
(led by Bali) lasted for several years. Bali emerged the
victor and proclaimed his authority over all the fourteen
worlds. But his power did not corrupt Bali Maharaja and
he remained righteous.

Maharaja Bali’s spiritual master was Shukracharya, the
spiritual master of all the asuras. Shukracharya, who
advised Maharaja Bali on matters of administration,

Rajagopuram of Ulagalantha
Perumal Temple
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asked the king to perform the Ashwamedha yagna or
horse sacrifice, to further strengthen his autonomy over
the fourteen worlds. It is stated in Srimad Bhagavatam
(1.3.28) that Lord Krishna always protects the pious
demigods, and He incarnates to vanquish the demons
who are enemies of Indra. Thus, by the prayers of Aditi,
the mother of Indra, He incarnated as Vamana, to divest
the asuras of their control over the heavenly planets
and return to their rightful king, Indra. Appearing as a
dwarf brahmana known as Vamana, the Supreme Lord
came to Bali Maharaja's sacrificial arena, begging him
for three paces of land. Perceiving Vamana’s real identity,
Shukracharya advised Bali not to promise Him charity.
But Maharaja Bali was very happy to concede to the
demands of Vamana. Thus he transgressed the order

of his guru. The shastras enjoin that nobody must check
the worship and service of Lord Vishnu. Therefore if
such a person is one’s guru, he should be rejected. It
may be recalled here that Prahlada peacefully obeyed
the orders of his father Hiranyakashipu when the former
tried to kill him. Prahlada allowed himself to be thrown
off a cliff, immersed in a cauldron of boiling oil, enter a
pit of poisonous snakes – all without protest or resistance.
But when his father ordered him not to chant the holy
names of the Lord, Prahlada refused to obey. This is
the quality of a devotee. Everything can be compromised
except service to the Supreme Lord. Maharaja Bali is
thus considered as a great devotee who rejected his
own spiritual master’s order when the later advised him
not to offer a gift to Lord Vishnu. Bali was completely

Utsavar vigraha
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aware of the plan of Vamanadeva, yet he willingly
allowed himself to be deceived by Him. He knew the
unlimited power of the Lord, yet he was eager to serve
Him. A devotee agrees and works for any action of the
Supreme Lord.

There are nine process of bhakti (unalloyed devotion
to the Lord) and Bali Maharaja is the example for one
who achieved perfection by complete self-surrender or
atma nivedanam. Ecstatic that he had an opportunity
to fulfil the Lord’s wish; Bali Maharaja took three portions
of sanctified water and performed the gift ceremony or
daana karma. He requested the Lord to measure three
paces of land. Vamana, the transcendental dwarf,
expanded Himself to a gigantic size, as Thrivikrama,
the conqueror of the three worlds. The first step of Lord
Thrivikrama, with His right lotus foot, encompassed the

entire world. With His left lotus foot raised above His
head, His second step spanned the entire sky. When
Bali Maharaja saw that the Lord was indicating with His
left hand that there was still one step promised to Him,
the king offered his own head for the third. His mind did
not budge from the disposition of complete surrender
to the Lord’s will. Thus through His Vamana lila, the
Lord glorified His great devotee Bali. This is how He is
seen in the temple of Sirkali. The twelfth-century poet
and devotee Jayadeva Gosvami writes:

chalayasi vikramane balim adbhutavamana
pada-nakha-nira-janita-jana-pavana

keshava dhrta-vamana-rupa jaya jagadisa hare

“O Keshava! O Lord of the universe! O Lord Hari, who
have assumed the form of a dwarf-brahmana! All glories

The Lord on His Ananta Shesha Vahana

Sri Ulagalantha Perumal: Yaali Vahana Thiru Ooragam - Ulagalantha Perumal
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to You! O wonderful dwarf, by Your massive steps You
deceive King Bali, and by the Ganges water that has
emanated from the nails of Your lotus feet You deliver
all living beings within this world.”

Bali, who was blessed with Indra’s position in the next
manvanthara, wanted to see the full form of the Lord
who measured the entire world. Answering his prayers,
the Lord appeared before Bali at this place as
Ulagalantha Perumal, the One who measured the entire
universe.

Having been reduced to a normal human being in the
nether world, Bali was not able to see the full
manifestation of Lord Vishnu in this gigantic form. Hence,
it is believed that the Lord appeared once again before
Bali in a smaller form at this place, as the serpent Lord
Adishesha Emperuman. He manifested in the form of
Anandan (popularly known as Adisheshan, the five-
headed snake) in this temple. He is present in a separate
sannidhi next to Ulagalantha Perumal in Thiru Ooragam.
Ooragam signifies snake and as Lord Vishnu gave
darshana to Mahabali as the serpent lord, this place
came to be called Ooragam and the Lord is called
Ooragathan.

Four divyadesam temples are associated with
Ulagalantha Perumal temple, which is a very unique
feature of this temple.

Thiru Ooragam Divyadesam

Uragah in Sanskrit means reptile. The shrine of

Ooragathan faces south on the left side of the main
sanctum. Since the Supreme Personality of Godhead
as Thiruvikrama is seen to the left of the shrine of
Ooragathan, it denotes that all living beings, including
reptiles, are safe under the lotus feet of the Lord. This
shrine is considered as a separate divyadesam.

Thiruneeragam Divyadesam

There is a separate shrine of the Lord in the outer
prakaram. The Lord of this shrine is called Jagadishwara.
There is no moolavar Deity in this shrine. The water
body associated with the temple is Akrura Thirtham and
the vimana is Jagadishwara Vimana, The Supreme Lord
gave darshana to Akroora in this temple

Thirukkarvaanam Divyadesam

The shrine is located in the second precinct. The
presiding Deity is called Kalvar and faces north and His
consort is Kamalvalli Thayar. Gauri pushkarani and
Taratara pushkarani are the temple tanks associated
with this temple and the vimana is called Pushkala
Vimana. There is a separate shrine for Aranavalli Thayar.

Thirukaaragam Divyadesam

The Supreme Lord in this sthalam is Karunakara
Perumal. He is seen seated on Adishesha and is facing
the South, which is said to be the direction that belongs
to the cool breeze. The consort of the Lord here is
Padmamani Nachiyaar and explaining to the world that
He is the cloud that brings rain to this world to enrich
its wealth.

Sri Ulagalantha Perumal: Chandra Prabha Vahana
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Lord Vamanadeva Expands His Footstep to the Edge of the Universe

Bali Maharaja, the king of the demons, even after understanding that Vamanadeva was an incarnation of
Vishnu, did not go back on his word. He offered Vamanadeva water and then offered Him the gift of three steps
of land, which he had promised. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who had assumed the form of Vamana,
the brahmana boy, began increasing in size. With his first step He covered the entire surface of the earth; and
with His second step He covered the heavenly planets. There was no place left for Him to take His third step.

—Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 8, Chapter 20
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The Temple
A three-tiered modest rajagopuram greets the devotees
entering the temple. The temple has an area of about
60,000 square feet. It houses four divyadesams -
Thirukkarvaanam, Thirukaaragam, Thiru Ooragam and
Thiruneeragam. It is believed that all the shrines were
probably separate temples, but the circumstances such
as invasions led to these temples being housed in the
Ulagalantha Perumal temple. The temple tank, Naga
Thirtha, is located outside the main temple complex.
Thirumangai Azhwar has sung praises of all the four
temples in a single verse. The temple is also revered
in the verses of Thirumazhisai Azhwar. Thaayar of
Ulagalantha Perumal temple is Amrithavalli and His
festival Deity is named Loganathan. The moolavar (main
Deity) Ulagalantha Perumal is over 35 ft (11 m) in height.
He stands with His left leg raised at a right angle to His
body and parallel to the ground. His right leg is seen
placed on the head of Mahabali. Two fingers on His left
hand are stretched out, referring to the two steps He
took to measure the two worlds. The index finger on
His right hand is raised, indicating the question posted
to Mahabali as to where He could place His third step.
The vimana has an elevated roof to accommodate the
huge presiding Deity. Devotees are awe-struck by the
sheer size of the Deity they behold. Such a gigantic
Ulagalantha Perumal is special to Kanchipuram; a Deity
of this size and in this form, cannot be seen in any other
divyadesam.
Based on the inscriptions and the location of the temple,
it is the oldest temple in Kanchipuram. There is an
account that states the temple was developed by
Rajendra Chola I (1012–1044 CE). The temple has 15

inscriptions from various dynasties like Pallavas, Chola
and Sambuvarayars. The earliest inscription is from 846
CE, during the regime of Nandivarman III (846 - 869
CE). There is a Chola inscription dated 1110 CE, during
the reign of Kulothunga Chola I (1070 - 1120 CE),
indicating his visit to the temple and his gift of land to
the temple whose income was to be used for the
maintenance of the temple. Another similar inscription
indicates the donation of a village by the king on behest
of his queen Kampamadeviyar. There are inscriptions
from later Chola kings like Rajadhiraja Chola II (1166–78)
and Rajaraja Chola III (1216-56), indicating various
records of gifts to the temple. There are also inscriptions
from minor chieftains like Vijaya Gandagopala, indicating
gifts to the temple. The Sambuvarayar rule of the 16th
century records the gift of a pond and a grove in
Sevvanmedu village. The temple still possesses this
grove. The inscriptions in the temple also indicate
increased trade and commerce during the Pallava period,
with licenses provided to shops like oil, ghee, arecanut,
vegetables, flowers, coconut, sugar, cloth and sandal.
The temple has not received a single donation from the
ruling Vijayanagar Empire, though the nearby temples
received generous donations, indicating that the temple
had sources of income. From those days Pancharatra
Agama was followed in the temple.

There are weekly, monthly and fortnightly rituals
performed in the temple. There are two major festivals
celebrated in the temple - Brahmotsavam during the
Tamil month of Thaai (January - February) and Vamana
Jayanthi during the Tamil month of Avani (August -
September) on Shravanam star.
Photo courtesy: Kesavabhasyam

Ulagalantha Perumal Moolavar Naga Thirtha
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Abhisheka of moolavar,
Sri Srinivasa Govinda

Vaikuntha Dwara
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Darshana of Sri Lakshmi Narayana at Vaikuntha Dwara

Devotees enter the Vaikuntha Dwara
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Devotees in the main temple hall

Sri Krishna Rukmini Satyabhama Kalyanotsava



Krishna Voice, January 2021 27

Sri Madhu Pandit Dasa distributing prasadam

Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa with seva sponsors



Nammalvar’s
Sankirtana

by Kalyana Krishna Dasa
Nammalvar, the composer of more than a thousand hymns of
the sacred Nalayira Divya Prabandham praising Lord Vishnu, is
the presiding deity of Sri Vaikuntha Ekadashi celebrations. He
shares his secret of going back to Godhead: nama-sankirtana
(congregation chanting of the names of Lord Krishna). He states
that nama-sankirtana is the actual religion for the entire world in
Kali-yuga. Introspective meditation was the religion in Satya-yuga,
performance of costly sacrifices in Treta-yuga, and elaborate
temple worship in Dvapara-yuga. These processes are not possible
to perform properly in this age of Kali, and even if performed, it
will be with many mistakes. However, this is not the case with
nama-sankirtana. In fact, there are no rules for chanting the holy
names of Lord Krishna and dancing.  Everyone, irrespective of
caste, colour, and creed, can attain the same supreme destination,
which was attained by people in other yugas by performing
meditation, sacrifice or temple worship. It is all made possible simply by nama-sankirtana.
Nammalvar also taught people how to do nama-sankirtana. He mentions that we should take the holy names of
Lord Krishna on our lips, go and stand in the center of the street, and by chanting the holy names of Lord Krishna,
dance. The dancing should be with such vigor that our leg should touch the head and dust should be raised all
around. After hearing this from Nammalvar, people expressed some concern. They asked him, “If you are in a
remote village, people may not be so much concerned about you when you dance like that. But if one living in
the city were to dance as you instructed, people will start laughing at him and sarcastically clap their hands.”
Nammalvar replied, “Let them laugh and clap! You use that clapping as the rhythm for your dance. Continue like
this for a few minutes, for by seeing your jubilant dance, these sarcastic people will join you for sure.”
In this way, 5,000 years ago, Nammalvar taught the glories of the sankirtana movement by which people can easily
return back to Godhead. He predicts the same in his “poliga poliga poliga!” verse stating, “Victory! Victory! Victory!
I behold something wonderful: All the inauspiciousness of the living entities is destroyed, no one is going to hell,
Yamaraja has no more any work, and the effects of Kali-yuga ceased to exist. This is because all over the world
an increasing number of Lord Vishnu's devotees sing His names while dancing and playing musical instruments.”
[Thiruvaymoli 5.2.1]
Srila Prabhupada took the instructions of Nammalvar to his heart to deliver the fallen souls of the world. He
inaugurated nama-sankirtana in New York, the topmost city in the world. Sitting underneath a tree at Tompkins
Square Park, he started to chant the names of Lord Krishna. People initially stared, then started to clap their hands
with a sarcastic smile, and when Srila Prabhupada started to dance according to the rhythm of their claps, they
become so attracted to the holy names of Lord Krishna, slowly, one by one, they started to dance with him. At the
end of the kirtana, the large crowd at Tompkins Square Park was dancing with Srila Prabhupada. This is just how
Nammalvar had depicted the nama-sankirtana  scene to his fol lowers 5,000 years ago.
The followers of Srila Prabhupada continue to perform nama-sankirtana all over the world in accordance with the
principles established by Nammalvar and Srila Prabhupada. Yes, it works! Within a few minutes of sankirtana in
the streets of the greatest cities of the world, people put aside their reservations and begin to dance with devotees,
chanting jubilantly the holy names of Lord Krishna.
Nammalvar gave the formula and principle of nama-sankirtana by which one can be liberated from this material
world. This was firmly established and taken all over the world by Srila Prabhupada, thus offering countless people
the chance of getting liberated from material entanglement and going back to Godhead (Vaikuntha-loka) to constantly
chant and dance.
Nammalvar is the incarnation of Vishwaksena, the commander-in-chief of Lord Vishnu's army. Srila Prabhupada
is the commander-in-chief of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s sankirtana army. One commander mentioned the
principle for the benefit of the world and another commander executed it for the benefit of the world.
All glories to Sri Nammalvar!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
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