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His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya  of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
came to America in 1965, at age 69, to fulfill his
spiritual master’s request that he teach the science
of Krishna consciousness throughout the English-
speaking world. In a dozen years he published
some seventy volumes of translation and
commentary on India’s Vedic literature, and these
are now standard in universities worldwide.
Meanwhile, travelling almost nonstop, Srila
Prabhupada moulded his international society
into a world wide confederation of ashramas,
schools, temples and farm communities. He
passed away in 1977, in Vrindavana, the place
most sacred to Lord Krishna. His disciples and
followers are carrying forward the movement he
started.

To know more about Srila Prabhupada visit
www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada
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Religion - Material and Spiritual
In 1971 Srila Prabhupada lectured at a series of Krishna conscious festivals held in a huge pandal, or exhibition

tent, in downtown Delhi, India. This is one lecture from that series.
By His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

According to our Vedic system, there are two kinds of religion. First we must try to understand what religion is.
Religion refers to our constitutional position. Religion is different from faith. A faith can be changed. One may be
a Christian or a Mohammedan or Hindu, but according to the Vedic system, religion cannot be changed. Religion
is dharma, the constitutional position of the living entity. It is to the living entity what sweetness is to sugar or heat
is to fire. Everything has some essential characteristic, and the essential characteristic of the living entity is his
eternal religion, sanatana-dharma.
As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sixth Canto, dharmam tu saksad-bhagavat-pranitam: the principles of religion
are directly enunciated by the Lord. In the beginning of Bhagavad-gita Lord Krishna uses the word dharma in this
way:

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata

abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanam srjamy aham

“Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O descendant of Bharata, and a predominant
rise of irreligion—at that time I descend Myself.” (Bg. 4.7)
In the conclusion of Bhagavad-gita Sri Krishna says:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma sucah

“Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not
fear.” (Bg. 18.66)
If the Supreme Personality of Godhead appears on this planet to establish dharma (dharma-samsthapanarthaya),
then why does He say abandon all dharma (sarva-dharman parityajya)? This means that but for surrender unto
the lotus feet of Krishna, whatever is going under the name of dharma is not actually dharma. Dharma does not
mean going to the church for some ulterior motive, for some money or sense gratification. Generally people cultivate
dharma, artha, kama, moksha—religion, economic development, sense gratification and liberation. But one should
not take to religion simply to make more money. That is not pure devotion. Pure devotion is described in this way:

anyabhilasita-sunyam
jnana-karmady-anavrtam
anukulyena krishnanu-
silanam bhaktir uttama

(Bhakti-rasamrita-sindhu 1.1.11)
In this verse Srila Rupa Gosvami clearly states that if one wants to execute unalloyed devotional service, he must
be freed from all kinds of material contamination. One should not have any ulterior motive in approaching God
but should approach God only out of love. This is the teaching of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu:

aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam
adarsanan marma-hatam karotu va

yatha tatha va vidadhati lampato
mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah

“I do not know anyone except Krishna as my Lord, and He will always remain as such, even if He handles me
roughly by His embrace or makes me broken-hearted by not being present before me. He is completely free to
do anything and everything, but He is always my worshipable Lord, unconditionally.” (Shikshashtaka 8)
This is the attitude of a pure devotee. His exchange with God is not like the exchange between one merchant and
another. He does not want anything of God except God’s pure devotional service. The jnanis are desirous of
liberation. They want to merge with the Supreme, and to this end they undergo austerities. They are serious, but
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they desire to become one with God. The yogis also undergo severe penances in the mystic yoga system, but
they desire mystic powers. The karmis are also full of desires for sense gratification. Everyone has some demand,
therefore, but the bhakta, the devotee, is different. There is no desire for the bhakta other than serving Krishna.
As stated by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu:

na dhanam na janam na sundarim
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye
mama janmani janmanisvare

bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi
“O almighty Lord! I have no desire to accumulate wealth, nor have I any desire to enjoy beautiful women, nor do
I want any number of followers. What I want only is that I may have Your causeless devotional service in my life—
birth after birth.” (Shikshashtaka 4)
Thus Chaitanya Mahaprabhu rejects even liberation. This is the state called akama. This means devoid of desire
for material things. In the Chaitanya-charitamrita there is a verse that reads: krishna-bhakta—niskama, ataeva
‘santa’ bhukti-mukti-siddhi-kami—sakali ‘asanta’. There are many planets for those who worship the demigods,
and in the higher planetary system the program for sensual enjoyment is much better than on other planets. Just
as on this planet the American standard of living is far greater than that of other countries, in other planets the
standard of living is far greater than on this earth. The inhabitants live many thousands of years. In Bhagavad-
gita it is stated that Brahma’s duration of life is very long indeed.

sahasra-yuga-paryantam
ahar yad brahmano viduh
ratrim yuga-sahasrantam

te ‘ho-ratra-vido janah
“By human calculation, a thousand ages taken together is the duration of Brahma’s one day. And such also is the
duration of his night.” (Bg. 8.17)
Although this may be the case, Krishna states:

a-brahma-bhuvanal lokah
punar avartino ‘rjuna

mam upetya tu kaunteya
punar janma na vidyate
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Srila Prabhupada, the founder-acharya of ISKCON, has delivered more than
1500 lectures on Vedic scriptures like Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam and
Sri Chaitanya-charitamrita. The audio recording of his lectures are available in
ISKCON centers. You can also hear some of these lectures in
www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada-lectures

Sep 13 Ekadashi
Sep 14 break fast

Sep 27 Ekadashi
Sep 28 break fast

Fasting
Sep 2 Third month of Chaturmasya begins

Fasting from milk for one month
Sep 19 Jaladuta's Voyage of Compassion ends

(as per Jaladuta Diary)

Festivals

“From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest, all are places of misery wherein repeated birth
and death take place. But one who attains to My abode, O son of Kunti, never takes birth again.” (Bg. 8.16)
So even if one goes to the higher planets like Brahmaloka, he will have to come back again. However, Krishna
says that if one comes to Him, back to Godhead, then he does not have to return to the material world. The living
entities within the material world are always full of anxiety and fear because their position is nonpermanent. A
devotee, however, is not afraid of this material world. He simply wants one thing—wherever he is, he wants to
be able to chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare. That is the aim of the devotee.
Just as there are two natures—material and spiritual nature—so there are two kinds of dharma, or religion: material
dharma and spiritual dharma. This Krishna consciousness movement is meant for development of spiritual dharma.
Material dharma consists of religiosity, economic development, sense gratification and liberation, but spiritual
dharma is jivasya tattva-jijnasa nartho yas ceha karmabhih. This means that one should try to understand Krishna,
the Absolute Truth. This dharma is eternal dharma because Krishna is eternal and we are also eternal. In the
Eleventh and Fifteenth Chapters of Bhagavad-gita, Krishna is described as sanatana, eternal, and in the Eighth
Chapter His spiritual world is also described as sanatana. Sanatana-dharma refers to the eternal engagement of
the living entity in the service of the Supreme Eternal. Nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam: Krishna is the Supreme
Eternal, the Supreme Living Being, the Supreme Lord, and the Supreme Dharma. Our troubles in this material
world result from our attempt to become one with the Supreme. To gain relief from this suffering, we are instructed
in this way:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma sucah

“Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not
fear.”(Bg. 18.66)
We need only understand this last teaching of Lord Krishna. That is called sharanagati, surrender. That is the
ultimate goal of bhakti. Those who are engaged in mental speculation will take a long time to come to this point.
The real mahatmas, great souls, fully engage in devotional service.

mahatmanas tu mam partha
daivim prakrtim asritah

bhajanty ananya-manaso
jnatva bhutadim avyayam

“O son of Prtha, those who are not deluded, the great souls, are under the protection of the divine nature. They
are fully engaged in devotional service because they know Me as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, original
and inexhaustible.” (Bg. 9.13)
We accept the ultimate dharma as surrender unto Krishna. This surrendering process is meant not for less intelligent
people, but for the most intelligent because Krishna says that after many births one who is actually in knowledge
surrenders unto Him, knowing Him to be the cause of all causes and all that is. (Bg. 7.19). If this is the ultimate
goal of life, then why not surrender immediately? Why should we wait any longer? This is the process of this
Krishna consciousness movement. 

Krishna Voice, September 20206



Krishna Voice, September 2020 7



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT
Spiritual Civilization: Practical and to the Point

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, this is our traditional system: to live simply, treat
all the Lord’s creatures kindly, and then, at life’s end, go back to the

spiritual world. And what is the modern rascals’ system? To live lavishly,
treat animals and unborn babies cruelly, and then go to hell. Their
system is not practical for us. We cannot follow their system.

But anyway, if you can maintain a perfect community based on
simple living and high thinking, that will be sufficient. There is
no need to canvass. People will see gradually for themselves
that this traditional way of life really is convenient, most
practical.

Now you have received this jewel: spiritual, peaceful life.
So utilize it properly. Make your life perfect. Brahmanda

bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva guru-krishna-prasade
paya bhakti-lata-bija: “After wandering through

many universes for many lifetimes, the
fortunate soul gets the mercy of a bona

fide spiritual master and
of Krishna—and the

seed of the Lord’s
e t e r n a l
d e v o t i o n a l
service.”

This is the conclusion of a conversation that took place between
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his disciples at

ISKCON’s farming village in New Vrindaban, West Virginia, on June 24, 1976.
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Now, we don’t tell people, “Spiritual civilization means that you starve—you unnecessarily give trouble to your
body.” No. “Eat nicely. Live nicely. But live simply, so that you save time for advancing in God consciousness.”
That is our programme. And anyone can learn it if he at all desires.

After all, even these modern rascals are human beings, endowed with human intelligence. They can learn. So
we’ll go on speaking the truth. But practicing it personally—that is our main business. Whether or not one of my
students has a propensity for preaching, let him preach by the way he lives. Let his personal life be perfect. Let
him teach by his life.

The secret is to make the Lord the center of all that you do. Become preoccupied with Krishna. Then naturally
you’ll not be preoccupied with your material body. Lavish your affection upon Krishna. Then you’ll not lavish
excessive affection upon the material body, which is, after all, temporary and not your real self.

Because people today are caught up in this misconception that the material body is the self, therefore they’re
misspending so much time and effort and money. Isn’t that so? All on something that cannot last. Why not transfer
your love to your real, spiritual self and to the Supreme Self—make Him your beloved and enjoy life with Him
forever. That is our system of civilization.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, you’ve said that if you glorify Krishna, then your heart will become glorious and you’ll
feel satisfied.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. This system of civilization is not simply a fashion or a whim. It is for our benefit. By seeing
and hearing Krishna glorified, you’ll be satisfied. That is natural: You’ll feel satisfied because factually you are a
spiritual being, part and parcel of Krishna.

So show people how they can serve and glorify the Lord in their everyday life. Then they will be rid of the propensity,
“Let me go to the market and find some nice new gadget or some nice new rag to glorify myself.” Finished. Millions
and billions of people—by glorifying the Lord, they’ll feel satisfied. This is our system of civilization: everyone
satisfied.

These animals who live with us on our farms—even they are satisfied. They are not afraid. If they are resting, and
some of my students come near, they do not stir and become fearful. They have come to know, “These people
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Akshaya Patra News

YOKOGAWA company donated a passenger vehicle to Akshaya Patra Foundation in Vijayawada.
Mr. Ramesh, Senior Manager, YOKOGAWA handed over the keys of the vehicle to

Sri Sridham Krishna Dasa, Program Director, Akshaya Patra Foundation.

love us. They’ll not harm us. We are safe. We are at home.” Any animal, be he bird or beast, can be taught this
sense of safety and friendship.

Take these cows. They know all of you are their friends. Animals can understand this. You can make friends even
with lions and tigers. Yes. I have seen it. At the World’s Fair in New York, a man was embracing a lion, and the
lion was playing with him the way a dog plays with his master. I’ve seen it.

Disciple: Often you see that kind of thing at the circus, as well—a man putting his head in a lion’s mouth.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Disciple: If you haven’t fed him, then it is dangerous. But as long as you keep him well fed. you can even put your
head into his mouth.

Srila Prabhupada: Naturally. Animal means “living being, spiritual being,” not some dead stone. So he can
understand, “This man is giving me food—he’s my friend.” The feeling of love, friendship—everything is there,
even in the animals.

Disciple: Everything is there except God consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada: Generally the soul can come to God consciousness only in the human form of life. But even
in an animal form he can become God conscious, by associating with someone who is God conscious.

Disciple: Srila Prabhupada, I thought you’d once said love is impossible between humans and animals, because
they belong to different species.

Srila Prabhupada: Being in the same species is very conducive to love. But love is possible between any living
entity and any other—because every living entity is a spirit, part and parcel of God. the Supreme Spirit.

So genuine love requires that we center our love on God, on Krishna. That love can make this world as blissful
as Vrindavana, as blissful as the spiritual world, where the human beings love Krishna, the animals love Krishna,
the trees love Krishna, everyone loves Krishna—where everyone loves everyone, because Krishna is the central
point. That is the perfection of civilization, the perfection of love. 
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An Awareness of
What is Best and Most Beautiful
A discussion between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder and spiritual master of

the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, and Desmond James Bernard O’Grady, poet.

(Editor’s note: At the time of this discussion, Desmond O’Grady was a thirty-nine year old Irish poet who had
published some nine books of poetry, including Hellas, The Dying Gaul and The Dark Edge of Europe. He was
represented in a number of anthologies, including New Modern Poetry. He studied at Harvard and included Ezra
Pound as one of his most influential teachers. He was well known in Ireland as one of that country’s major poets.

As Srila Prabhupada, the founder and spiritual master of the Hare Krishna movement, traveled around the world,
he often meet leading figures in philosophy, politics, science and literature. He always exhorted such influential
men to take to the process of Krishna consciousness and employ its realization in their work. This discussion with
Mr. O’Grady took place in Rome during May, 1974.)

Mr. O’Grady: Your edition of Bhagavad-gita is very nice.

Srila Prabhupada: It is the fifth edition in two years.

Mr. O’Grady: In which country has the Hare Krishna movement been the most successful?

Srila Prabhupada: Everywhere. In Africa, America, Canada, Japan, China. But actually it has been most successful
in America. Many Americans have taken to Krishna consciousness.

Mr. O’Grady: What about here in Rome? Have you had problems with the police?

Srila Prabhupada: We have problems everywhere. Police sometimes harass us, but usually they become tired
and eventually don’t do anything. [laughter]

Mr. O’Grady: The system give up? That’s marvellous. I feel very tired of the system myself. Something is wrong
with the present state of affairs. Maybe you can give me some advice on how to beat the system.

Srila Prabhupada: You Irish people! You are never tired of fighting.

Mr. O’Grady: No. [laughter] It’s inside us.

Srila Prabhupada: Actually, the fighting has been going on constantly.

Mr. O’Grady: Well, what do you suggest we do about it? I mean, is it morally correct for me to be sitting here.

Srila Prabhupada: As long as we remain illusioned by the bodily conception of life, thinking we are these bodies,
one man thinking “I am Irish,” another thinking “I am Italian, American, Indian,” and so on—as long as this goes
on, the fighting will go on. You cannot stop fighting between dogs and cats. Why do they fight? The dog simply
thinks, “I am a big dog.” And the cat thinks, “I am a big cat.” In the same way, if we think,” I am an Irishman” or “I
am an Englishman,” then we are no better than the cats and dogs. As long as people remain in a bodily conception
of life, there will be fighting.

Mr. O’Grady: What was Mahatma Gandhi fighting in the House of Commons?

Srila Prabhupada: That was another dog-ism. There is no difference. A dog thinks, “I am a dog,” because he has
the body of a dog. If I am thinking that I am Indian because this body was born on Indian soil, then how am I
different from the dog? The bodily conception of life is simply animalism. When we understand that we are not
these bodies but are spirit souls, there will be peace. There cannot be any peace otherwise. Sa eva go-kharah.
The Vedic literatures state that a person in the bodily concept of life is exactly like a cow or an ass. People have
to transcend this inferior conception of the self. How is that done?

mam ca yo ‘vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhuyaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in any circumstance, at once transcends the
modes of material nature and thus comes to the level of Brahman.” [Bhagavad-gita, 14.26]
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In our society, there are many Mexicans, Canadians, Indians, Jews and Muslims, but they no longer consider
themselves Muslims, Christians, Jews or whatever. They are all servants of Krishna. That is Brahman realization.

Mr. O’Grady: That’s giving it a name also.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, a name must be there. But although, for example, your name is different from that of
another Irishman, you nonetheless all feel that you are Irish. One’s name may be different, but that doesn’t matter.
The quality should be one. That is required. When we acquire Krishna’s quality, then, despite different names,
there will be peace. That is called so ‘ham. The names of different people in a nation may be different, but all the
people feel the same nationality. Varieties may exist, but if the quality is the same, that is oneness, brahma-bhuta.

brahma-bhutah prasannatma
na socati na kanksati

samah sarvesu bhutesu
mad-bhaktim labhate param

“One who is thus transcendentally situated at once realizes the Supreme Brahman. He never laments nor desires
to have anything; he is equally disposed to every living entity. In that state he attains pure devotional service unto
Me.” [Bg. 18.54]

This world is miserable for the materially infected person, but for the devotee, the entire world is as good as
Vaikuntha. For the impersonalist, achieving the Brahman stage, becoming one with the Absolute, is the last word.

Mr. O’Grady: Is the Absolute external or internal?

Srila Prabhupada: There is no external
or internal. The Absolute is without duality.

Mr. O’Grady: Okay, but on an individual
level—

Srila Prabhupada: We are not absolute.
When we are situated on the absolute
platform, we are absolute. However, now
we are in the relative world. The Absolute
Truth is here also, but our senses are not
sufficiently elevated to understand that
Absolute Truth. As long as we are under
the control of time, there is no question of
becoming absolute.

Mr. O’Grady: So absolute means life
beyond time?

Srila Prabhupada: That is stated in
Bhagavad-gita.

janma karma ca me divyam
evam yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva deham punar janma
naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna

“One who knows the transcendental nature
of My appearance and activities does not,
upon leaving the body, take his birth again
in this material world, but attains My eternal
abode, O Arjuna.” [Bg. 4.9]

That is absolute—going back home, back
to Godhead. As long as one is in the material
world and identifies with this body, he
transmigrates from one body to another.
That is not absolute. This is clearly stated
here. When one goes back to the spiritual
world, he attains the absolute position.
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Mr. O’Grady: All right, but this is my question: Is it sufficient for us to sit here—you sitting there and we as friends
sitting with you engaging in the gentle art of conversation, while across the ocean—

Srila Prabhupada: The point you have missed is that although you are sitting in one place and I am sitting in a
different place, this difference does not affect our actual existence. We are both human beings. The conceptions
of Irishman, Englishman, Protestant, Catholic and so on are but different dresses. One has to become free from
these designations. When one is thus free, he becomes purified.

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam
tat-paratvena nirmalam

hrsikena hrsikesa-
sevanam bhaktir ucyate

When you have purified your senses and engaged those purified senses in the service of the master of the senses,
Krishna, you have perfected your life. That is nonduality, and that is absolute.

Mr. O’Grady: But the system insists that you think yourself American or Indian or African or whatever.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Materialistic society means duality.

Mr. O’Grady: But that’s unavoidable. How can you avoid material existence?

Srila Prabhupada: That is possible in Krishna consciousness. The lotus lives in the water but never touches the
water.

Mr. O’Grady: I don’t think you can explain
situations in one area with metaphors from
another. How can you argue political
problems in terms of vague spiritual
concepts? Their nature is completely
different.

Srila Prabhupada: Sometimes a variety
of examples helps us to understand or
appreciate the problem better. In this vase
there is a variety of flowers, and that variety
helps us better appreciate the idea of
flowers. From any point of view, Krishna
can resolve all problems. Why just the
problems of Irishmen or Englishmen? All
problems. That is called unity in diversity.
Our students come from different back
grounds, but because they are all in Krishna
consciousness,  they are uni f ied.

Mr. O’Grady: Very good. Yes, I accept that.
I would like to know, though, that when you
say Krishna consciousness, is there any
difference between that and Christ
consciousness?

Srila Prabhupada: No, there is no
difference. Christ came to preach the
message of God. If you actually become
Christ conscious, you become Krishna
conscious.

Mr. O’Grady: And does becoming Krishna
conscious or God conscious mean
becoming self-conscious? That is, conscious
of who we really are again?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, God consciousness
includes self-consciousness, but self-
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consciousness is not necessarily God consciousness.

Mr. O’Grady: But it may be?

Srila Prabhupada: No.

Mr. O’Grady: One may achieve consciousness of the God that is within him.

Srila Prabhupada: That means he is God conscious. You are now in the sunlight, and consciousness of the sun
includes your ability to see yourself. In the darkness you cannot see yourself. At night you can’t even see your
own hands or legs, but if you come before the sun, you see the sun and yourself also. Without sunlight, without
God consciousness, self-consciousness is incomplete. However, God consciousness makes self-consciousness
very clear.

Mr. O’Grady: We meet a lot of young people in our teaching profession, and we don’t try to teach them any kind
of didactic salvation. We do try to direct them toward an awareness of what is best and what is most beautiful and
what is most spiritually nourishing in the world about them—that is, insofar as the system allows us. Very frequently
the students are not neutral enough to be in a spiritual condition; they are more in an emotional one. What we
are faced with often is the basic question of “Who am I?” or, “What is it all about?”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mr. O’Grady: Or they ask, “Why am I here?”

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, very good.

Mr. O’Grady: We are asked, “Why should I be here? Who are you, teacher, and what gives you the right to tell
us what to think or what to be or what not to be? Why should I read Shakespeare? Why should I listen to Mozart?
I prefer Bob Dylan.” These kinds of question seem to emanate from a very disillusioned state of mind, and insecurity,
and uncertainty and a lack of credibility in the total structure of things as they are. Frequently we have to answer
these questions in a cataclysmic sort of way. Rather than presenting direct answers, we must answer indirectly,
taking account of the conditioning that prompted students to ask these questions in the first place. Do you think
that we should try to reach them more directly?

Srila Prabhupada: You are talking about the problem of-

Mr. O’Grady: Modern education.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. So many questions are there, but they are not answered by modern education. “Why
have I come here? What is the purpose?” These questions should be answered perfectly. Therefore the Vedas
enjoin:

tad vijnanartham sa gurum evabhigacchet

To find answers to all these questions, one must approach a bona fide spiritual master.

Mr. O’Grady: What if you have none? What if we are told that Mr. Nixon is the bona fide spiritual master? What
do we do?

Srila Prabhupada: No. No. [laughter] There is a standard for bona fide spiritual masters. You have only heard
one line of the verse. Who is the spiritual master? That is the next line:

srotriyam brahma-nistham. The word srotriyam refers to one who has heard from another bona fide source. A
spiritual master is he who has taken the message from another qualified spiritual master. This is just like a medical
man who has taken the knowledge of medical science from another medical man. Similarly, the bona fide spiritual
master must come in a line of successive spiritual masters. The original spiritual master is God.

Mr. O’Grady: Yes. Granted.

Srila Prabhupada: One who has heard from God explains the same message to his disciples. If that disciple
doesn’t change the message, he is a bona fide spiritual master. That is our process. We take lessons by hearing
from Krishna, God, and from Him understand who is perfect. Or we hear from His representative, who does not
contradict Krishna and who has realized His message. It is not that we speak one thing and do all nonsense. One
who does so is not a spiritual master.

Mr. O’Grady: Now there’s my poor old father, living west of Ireland. A simple old man, 78 years now, your generation.
He has gotten to the point at his age where he says, “They tell me, the priests, they tell me ultimately that it’s God
who knows. But I want to know who told God.” Then he comes to me and says, “You went to school and you read
books. Tell me, who told God?” So I have no answer. That is the difference between 78 and 39 years.
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Srila Prabhupada: No, it is not a difference of age. The difference is knowledge. In the Brahma-sutra the question
is raised: Who is God? First of all there is this question.

Mr. O’Grady: Who taught God.

Srila Prabhupada: No. First of all there is the question who is God. Then we shall ask who taught God. The
Vedanta-sutra says, athato brahma-jijnasa: now we should inquire who is God. Unless you know who God is, how
can you raise the question of who instructed God? If you don’t know God, the question does not arise who instructed
God. Is this not so?

Mr. O’Grady: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Who God is, is explained in the Brahma-sutra. Janmady asya yatah: God is He from whom
everything emanates. That is God-the Supreme Being from whom everything emanates. Now, what is the nature
of that Supreme Being? Is He a dead stone or a living entity? That is also explained. Janmady asya yato ‘nvayad
itaratas carthesv abhijnah svarat: the Supreme Being is fully cognizant of everything, directly and indirectly. Unless
He is fully cognizant of everything, He cannot be God. Then the question that you raised comes, Who taught God?
And that is also answered. Svarat: He is fully independent. He does not need to take lessons from anyone. That
is God. If one needs to take lessons from others, He is not God. Krishna spoke Bhagavad-gita, and He did not
have to learn it from anyone. I had to learn it from my spiritual master, but Krishna did not have to learn it from
anyone. One who does not need to take lessons from others is God.

Mr. O’Grady: Where does human love come in?

Srila Prabhupada: Everything is coming from God. Being part and parcel of God, we manifest partial love because
the original love is there in Him. Nothing can exist if it is not in God; therefore love is there in God.

Mr. O’Grady: And manifestations of love are manifestations of God?

Srila Prabhupada: Unless the loving propensity is there in God, how can we manifest it? A son born of a particular
father has the symptoms of the father. Because the loving propensity is in God, we have that same propensity.

Mr. O’Grady: Maybe love is generated in you by the need.

Srila Prabhupada: No, there is no question of “maybe.” We are defining God in absolute terms. Janmady asya
yatah: God is He from whom everything has emanated. The fighting propensity is also there in God, but His fighting
and His loving are absolute. In the material world we experience that fighting is just the opposite of loving, but in
God the fighting propensity and the loving propensity are one and the same. That is the meaning of absolute. We
learn from the Vedic scriptures that when the so-called enemies of God are killed by God, they attain liberation.

Mr. O’Grady: Is it possible to arrive at this understanding of God alone?

Srila Prabhupada: No. Therefore we have cited this verse: tad vijnanartham sa gurum evabhigacchet. The word
abhigacchet means “must.” It is not possible alone. In Sanskrit grammar this is called the vidhi-lin form of a verb,
and this form is used when there is no choice. The word abhigacchet means that one must approach a guru. That
is the Vedic version. Therefore in Bhagavad-gita you will find that Arjuna was talking to Krishna, but when he saw
that things were not being resolved, he surrendered himself to Krishna and accepted Him as his guru.

karpanya-dosopahata-svabhavah
prcchami tvam dharma-sammudha-cetah
yac chreyah syan niscitam bruhi tan me

sisyas te ‘ham sadhi mam tvam prapannam

“Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all composure because of weakness. In this condition I am asking
You to tell me clearly what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct
me.” (Bg. 2.7) So here we can see that Arjuna is confused about his duty.

Mr. O’Grady: Is this duty to the self, to others, or to the state?

Srila Prabhupada: A soldier’s duty is to fight with the enemy. Arjuna was a soldier, and Krishna advised him, “The
opposite party is your enemy, and you are a soldier. Why are you trying to be nonviolent? This is not good.” Then
Arjuna said, “Actually, I am confused. In this confusion I cannot make the right decision. I therefore accept You
as my spiritual master. Please give me the proper lesson.” In a chaotic condition, in a confused state of life, one
should approach another, who is in full knowledge of the matter. You go to a lawyer to solve legal problems, and
you go to a physician to solve medical problems. Everyone in the material world is confused about spiritual identity.
It is therefore our duty to approach a bona fide spiritual master who can give us real knowledge.
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Mr. O’Grady: I am very confused.

Srila Prabhupada: So you must approach a spiritual master.

Mr. O’Grady: And he makes a decision on how to help me stop this confusion?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, the spiritual master is one who solves all confusion. If the spiritual master cannot save
his disciple from confusion, he is not a spiritual master. That is the test.

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

This whole confused world is just like a blazing forest fire. In a forest fire all the animals are confused. They do
not know where to go to save their lives. In the blazing fire of the material world, everyone is confused. How can
that blazing forest fire be extinguished? It is not possible to utilize your man-made fire brigade, nor is it possible
to simply pour buckets of water. The solution comes when rain from the clouds falls on the forest fire. Only then
can the fire be extinguished. That ability is not in your hands, but is in the mercy of God. So, human society is in
a confused state, and it cannot find a solution. The spiritual master is one who has received the mercy of God,
and he can deliver the solution to the confused man. One who has received the mercy of God can become a
spiritual master and deliver that mercy to others.

Mr. O’Grady: The problem is to find this spiritual master.

Srila Prabhupada: That is not a problem. The problem is whether you are sincere. You have problems, but God
is within your heart. Isvarah sarva-bhutanam. God is not far away. If you are sincere, God sends you a spiritual
master. Therefore God is also called chaitya-guru, the spiritual master within the heart. God helps from within and
from without. Everything is thus described in Bhagavad-gita. This material body is like a machine, but within the
heart is the soul, and with the soul is the Supersoul, Krishna, who gives directions. The Lord says, “You wanted
to do this; now here is the chance. Go and do it.” If you are sincere, you say, “Now, God, I want You.” Then He
will give you directions. “Yes, now you come and get Me like this.” This is His kindness. However, if we want
something else, that is all right. We can have it. God is very kind. When I want something, He is in my heart
directing me and telling me how to have it. So why should He not give directions on how to have a spiritual master?
First of all we must again be eager to revive our God consciousness. Then God will give us a spiritual master.

Mr. O’Grady: Thank you very much.

Srila Prabhupada: Thank you very much. My request to you is this. You are a poet. Just describe God. You are
expert in describing, and therefore I ask you to kindly describe God in your occupation. Then your life will be
successful. And if one hears you, his l ife wil l also be successful. That is the injunction:

idam hi pumsas tapasah srutasya va
svistasya suktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh

avicyuto ‘rthah kavibhir nirupito
yad-uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam

[Srimad-Bhagavatam, 1.5.22]

There are many leaders in society who are poets, scientists, religionists, philosophers, politicians and so on. Those
who are so expert are given this injunction: your duty is to perfect your occupation by describing the glories of the
Supreme Being.

Mr. O’Grady: My experience is that for some extraordinary reason, one is chosen to do a particular thing.

Srila Prabhupada: That reason is given here, avichyutah. The infallible choice is this: “Let them describe the
glories of the Lord.”

Mr. O’Grady: But you were saying that the spiritual master is chosen. The spiritual master, the poet, the priest is
chosen by God. This person is chosen to write poems or paint pictures or make music.

Srila Prabhupada: So when you compose music, compose music about God. That is your perfection.

Mr. O’Grady: When one works for God in his line, then his line becomes his perfection?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Mr. O’Grady: Thank you very much. 
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Who Is Crazy?
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

The whole world is divided into factions, and each accuses the others of being crazy. But if there are no criteria
by which to judge sanity, then who can decide?

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto
mad-yaji mam namaskuru
mam evaisyasi yuktvaivam
atmanam mat-parayanah

“Engage your mind always in thinking of Me, engage your body in My service and surrender unto Me. Completely
absorbed in Me, surely you will come to Me.” (Bhagavad-gita, 9.34)

Here Krishna says that one should always think of Him, be His devotee and worship Him. This is the process of
devotional service; it is not very difficult, and anyone can execute it by thinking of God, offering obeisances and
rendering some service unto Him. Generally people identify with some party, either socially, politically, economically
or religiously. In America there are the Republican and Democratic parties, and on the international scale there
are the capitalists and the communists. Religiously, people identify with a party as Christian, Moslem, Hindu and
so on. In India there are social parties also, like the brahmanas and kshatriyas. In short, to avoid belonging to
some party or other is not possible. Spiritualism, however, means that we should identify ourselves with God’s
party.

On this platform also there is “party-ism” in that the spiritualists call the materialists crazy, and the materialists call
the spiritualists crazy. We have formed a Society for Krishna Consciousness, and those who do not like it say that
we are “crazy.” Similarly, a person in Krishna consciousness sees a person who is acting in material consciousness
as a crazy person. Who, then, is actually crazy? Who decides? How are the parties involved capable of deciding?
Indeed, the whole world is divided into parties, each accusing the others of being crazy, but if there are no criteria
by which to judge sanity, then who can decide? If we ask any man, any common man on the street, what he is,
he will reply, “I am this body.” He may give some further explanation by saying that he is Christian, or Hindu, or
Jewish, or that he is Mr. So-and-So, or whatever, but all these are simply designations he attaches to the body.
In other words, they all arise from the body. When a person says that he is an American, he is referring to the body
because by some accident or reason he is born into the land of America and so takes the title of an American.
But that is also artificial because the land is neither American nor French, nor Chinese, nor Russian, nor anything-
land is land. We have simply artificially created some boundaries and said, “This is America, this is Canada, this
is Mexico, Europe, Asia, India.” These are our concoctions, for we do not find that these lands were originally
divided in this way. Three or four hundred years ago this land was not even known as America, nor was it even
inhabited by white men from Europe. Even a thousand years ago Europe was inhabited by different peoples and
called different names. These are all designations that are constantly changing. From the Vedic literatures we can
understand that this whole planet was known as Ilavrta-varsa, and one king, Maharaja Bharata, who ruled the
entire planet, changed the name of the planet to Bharata-varsa. Gradually, however, the planet became divided
again, and different continents and sectors became known by different names. Even recently India has been
divided into a number of countries, whereas earlier in the century India had included Burma, Ceylon and East and
West Pakistan. In actuality the land is neither Bharata-varsa, India, Europe, Asia or whatever-we simply give it
these designations in accordance with time and influence. Just as we give the land designations, we also give
our bodies designations, but no one can say what his designations were before birth. Who can say that he was
American, Chinese, European or whatever? We are thinking that after leaving this body we will continue as American
or Indian or Russian. But although we may live in America during this life, we may be in China in the next, for we
are constantly changing our bodies. Who can say that he is not changing bodies? When we are born from the
womb of our mother, our body is very small. Now, where is that body? Where is the body we had as a boy? We
may have photographs that remind us what the body was like in past years, but we cannot say where that body
has gone. The body may change, yet we have the feeling that we do not change. “I am the same man,” we think,
“and in my childhood I looked like this or like that.” Where have those years gone? They have vanished along with
the body and everything that came in contact with it. But although everything is changing at every moment, we
are still sticking to our bodily identification so that when we are asked what we are, we give an answer that is
somehow or other related to this body. Is this not crazy? If a person identifies with something he is not, he is
considered crazy. The conclusion is that one who identifies with the body cannot really be considered sane. This,
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then, is a challenge to the world: Whoever claims God’s property or earth as belonging to his body, which is
constantly changing, can only be considered a crazy man. Who can actually establish that this is his property or
that this is his body? By the chances of nature a person is placed in a body and is dictated to by the laws of material
nature. Yet in illusion we think we are controlling that nature. Therefore Krishna says in Bhagavad-gita:

prakrteh kriyamanani
gunaih karmani sarvasah

ahankara-vimudhatma
kartaham iti manyate

“The bewildered spirit soul, under the influence of the three modes of material nature, thinks himself the doer of
activities that are in actuality carried out by nature.” (Bg. 3.27)

Prakrteh kriyamanani: Material nature is pulling everyone by the ear, just as a stern teacher pulls a student. Every
individual is under the dictations of material nature and is being put sometimes in this body and sometimes in that.
We are now fortunate to have acquired a human body, but we can easily see that there are many other types of
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bodies (8,400,000 according to Padma Purana) and by the laws of nature we can be put into any type of body
according to our work. Thus we are completely in the grip of material nature. Although this lifetime we may be
fortunate in acquiring a human body, there is no guarantee that the next time we will not have the body of a dog
or some other animal. All this depends on our work. No one can say, “After my death, I will take my birth again in
America.” Material nature will force us into this body or that. Since we are not authorities, Bhagavad-gita informs
us that everything is being conducted by the supreme laws of nature, and it is the foolish man who thinks, “I am
something. I am independent.” Ahankara-vimudhatma: this is false reason. Although the living entity is different
from the body, he thinks, “I am this body.” Therefore Shankaracharya basically preached the same message over
and over: aham brahmasmi, “I am not this body; I am Brahman, spirit soul.”

Nonetheless, even when we have resolved to take to the path of self-realization, maya or illusion persists. By self-
realization a person may come to realize that he is not the body but a spiritual soul. What then is his position?
Void? Impersonal? People think that after the demise of this body there is nothing but nirvana or void. The
impersonalists similarly say that as soon as the body is finished, one’s personal identity is finished also. In actuality,
however, the body can never be identified with the living entity any more than a car can be identified with its driver.
A person may direct a car wherever he wishes, but when he gets out of the car he does not think that his personality
is gone. In Bhagavad-gita Krishna speaks of the living entity in this way:

isvarah sarva-bhutanam
hrd-dese ‘rjuna tisthati

bhramayan sarva-bhutani
yantrarudhani mayaya

“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna, and is directing the wanderings of all living entities,
who are seated as on a machine, made of the material energy.” (Bg. 18.61)

These various bodies are like cars, and they are all moving. One person may have an expensive kind of car, and
another person may have an inexpensive one; one person may have a new car, and another person may have
an old one. Should we then think that when we are out of the car of the body the personality no longer exists?
This is another kind of craziness. The void philosophy, which maintains that after death we become nothing, is
also a craziness that has been contradicted. We are not void but spirit. When one attains spiritual realization,
knowing himself as spirit outside the body, he can advance further by inquiring about his duty as spirit. “What is
my spiritual work?” he should ask. Realizing one’s spiritual identity and asking about one’s spiritual duty is actual
sanity. So much individuality and discrimination are displayed by the living entity even in the body. Should we think
that at death one’s intelligence, discrimination and individuality no longer exist? Although we may make such great
plans and work so hard within the body, are we to assume that when we leave the body we become void? There
is no basis for this nonsense, and it is directly refuted by Krishna at the very beginning of Bhagavad-gita:

na tv evaham jatu nasam
na tvam neme janadhipah
na caiva na bhavisyamah
sarve vayam atah param

dehino ‘smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jara

tatha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na muhyati

“Never was there a time when I did not exist, nor you, nor all these kings; nor in the future shall any of us cease
to be. As the embodied soul continually passes, in this body, from boyhood to youth to old age, the soul similarly
passes into another body at death. The self-realized soul is not bewildered by such a change.” (Bg. 2.12-13)

Thus the spiritual identity of the individual soul continues after death, for Lord Krishna assures Arjuna of the
eternality of all the individual souls assembled on the battlefield. The spiritual spark or self is within the body from
the moment the body begins to form within the womb of the mother, and it continues existing in the body as the
body undergoes all of its changes through infancy, childhood, youth and old age. This means that the person who
is within the body is present from the moment of conception. The measurement of this individual soul is so small
that the Vedic scriptures approximate it to be no larger than one ten-thousandth part of the tip of a hair—in other
words, as far as human vision is concerned, it is invisible. One cannot see the soul with material eyes, but the
soul is there nonetheless, and the fact that the body grows from the shape of a pea to full-grown manhood is proof
of its presence. There are six symptoms of the soul’s presence, and growth is one of them. If there is growth, or
change, one should know that the soul is present within the body. When the body becomes useless, the soul
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leaves it, and the body simply decays. One cannot directly perceive the soul’s leaving the body, but one can
perceive it symptomatically when the body loses consciousness and dies. In the Second Chapter of Bhagavad-
gita Lord Krishna gives the following simile to illustrate this process:

vasamsi jirnani yatha vihaya
navani grhnati naro ‘parani
tatha sarirani vihaya jirnany
anyani samyati navani dehi

“As a person puts on new garments, giving up old ones, similarly, the soul accepts new material bodies, giving
up the old and useless ones.” (Bg. 2.22)

Although the soul takes on new bodies, the soul does not select the bodies himself; the selection is made by the
law of nature. However, the mentality of the soul does affect the selection, as indicated by Krishna in the following
verse:

yam yam vapi smaran bhavam
tyajaty ante kalevaram

tam tam evaiti kaunteya
sada tad-bhava-bhavitah

“In whatever condition one quits his present body, in his next life he will attain to that state of being without fail.”
(Bg. 8.6)

As one’s thoughts develop, his future body also develops. The sane man understands that he is not the body, and
he also understands what his duty is: to fix his mind on Krishna so that at death he can attain Krishna’s nature.
This is the advice of Krishna in the last verse of the Ninth Chapter:

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto
mad-yaji mam namaskuru
mam evaisyasi yuktvaivam
atmanam mat-parayanah

“Engage your mind always in thinking of Me, engage your body in My service and surrender unto Me. Completely
absorbed in Me, surely will you come to Me.” (Bg. 9.34)

Every embodied soul is in the constant act of thinking. To refrain from thinking something is not possible for a
moment The duty of the individual, therefore, is to think of Krishna. There should be no difficulty in this, nor any
harm; Krishna has pastimes and activities, He comes to earth and leaves His message in the form of Bhagavad-
gita, and there are so many literatures about Krishna that thinking of Him is neither a difficult nor costly task. There
are enough literatures on Krishna to last one a lifetime, so there is no shortage of material. Thinking of Krishna,
however, should be favourable. If a man is employed, he may always be thinking of his employer: “I must get there
on time. If he sees me late, he may deduct from my pay check.” This kind of thinking will not do. It is necessary
to think of Krishna with love (bhava mad-bhaktah). In the material world when the servant thinks of the master,
there is no love; he is thinking only of pounds, shillings and pence. Because that kind of thinking will not save us,
Krishna requests that one just be His devotee.

Thinking of Krishna with love, or devotion to Krishna, actually means service. The spiritual master prescribes
various duties to enable the neophyte devotee to think of Krishna. In the Society for Krishna Consciousness, for
instance, there are so many duties assigned: printing, writing, typing, dispatching, cooking, and so on. In so many
ways the students are thinking of Krishna because they are engaged in the service of Krishna.

What is the duty indicated by Krishna? Mad-yaji mam namaskuru. Even if we are not inclined to obedience, we
must obey and offer respects (namaskuru). Bhakti, or devotion, minus respect is not bhakti. One should engage
in Krishna consciousness with love and respect and should thus fulfill his designated duties. Then life will be
successful. One can never be happy by identifying himself with the material body and engaging in all kinds of
nonsensical activities. For happiness, there must be consciousness of Krishna; that is the difference between
spiritualism and materialism. The same typewriter, dictation machine, tape recorder, mimeograph machine, paper,
ink, the same hand-on the surface, everything is the same, but everything becomes spiritualized when it is used
in the service of Krishna. This, then, is spiritual. We should not think that something has to be uncommon to be
spiritual. The entire material world can be transformed into spirit if we simply become Krishna conscious. By
ardently following the instructions of Krishna in Bhagavad-gita and following in the footsteps of the great acharyas,
teachers of Bhagavad-gita in the line of disciplic succession, we can spiritualize the earth and restore its inhabitants
to sanity. 
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