


Dasara celebration
at ISKCON Bangalore

Dasara, a festival widely celebrated,
commemorates the glorious victory
of Lord Rama over evil Ravana.
On this occasion, Their Lordships Sri
Sri Krishna Balarama are adorned in
a special alankara as Sri Sri Rama
Lakshmana and receive all the pujas
of the festival.
Sri Rama Taraka Yajna is performed
by offering oblations into the sacrificial
f ire while chanting Sri Rama
Ashtottara Shata Nama, 108 holy
names of Lord Rama.

The s ign i f icance of  Dasara
celebrations was narrated by Sri
Chanchalapathi Dasa, Sr. Vice
President, ISKCON Bangalore.
The celebrations culminated with the
event of setting ablaze 9 feet tall
effigies of Ravana and Kumbhakarna
to symbolize the victory of Lord
Ramachandra over Ravana. Eco-
friendly fireworks were used to burn
the effigies.
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His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya  of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
came to America in 1965, at age 69, to fulfill his
spiritual master’s request that he teach the science
of Krishna consciousness throughout the English-
speaking world. In a dozen years he published
some seventy volumes of translation and
commentary on India’s Vedic literature, and these
are now standard in universities worldwide.
Meanwhile, travelling almost nonstop, Srila
Prabhupada moulded his international society
into a world wide confederation of ashramas,
schools, temples and farm communities. He
passed away in 1977, in Vrindavana, the place
most sacred to Lord Krishna. His disciples and
followers are carrying forward the movement he
started.

To know more about Srila Prabhupada visit
www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada
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Living by Nature's Gifts
After several centuries, the Industrial Revolution has left a legacy of dissatisfaction,

conflict, and pollution. Srila Prabhupada advises us to stay away from the factory, live in
harmony with the earth, and make our goals spiritual, not material.

Extracts from the teachings of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada Founder-Acharya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

“Gigantic industrial enterprises" Srila Prabhupada says, "are products of a godless civilization, and they cause
the destruction of the noble aims of human life."

"The more we go on increasing such troublesome industries," the more we "squeeze the vital energy out of the
human being" and "the more there will be unrest and dissatisfaction of the people in general, although a few only
can live lavishly by exploitation." (SB 1.8.40)

"The productive energy of the labourer is misused when he is occupied by industrial enterprises.... The production
of machines and machine tools increases the artificial living fashion of a class of vested interests and keeps
thousands of men in starvation and unrest. This should not be the standard of civilization." (SB 1.9.6)

Terrible Industrial Enterprises

"'Factory' is another name for hell. At night, hellishly engaged persons take advantage of wine and women to
satisfy their tired senses, but they are not even able to have sound sleep, because their various mental speculative
plans constantly interrupt their sleep." (SB 3.9.10)

"The dungeons of mines, factories, and workshops develop demoniac propensities in the working class." Meanwhile,
"the vested interests flourish at the cost of the working class, and consequently there are severe clashes between
them in so many ways." (SB 1.11.12)

"Manufacture of the 'necessities of life' in factories and workshops, excessively prominent in the Age of Kali, the
age of the machine, is the summit of the quality of darkness." Why? "Because factually there is no necessity for
the commodities manufactured." (SB 2.5.30)

"What is the need of an artificial luxurious life of cinema, cars, radio, flesh, and hotels? Has this civilization produced
anything but quarrelling individually and nationally? Has this civilization enhanced the cause of equality and fraternity
by sending thousands of men into a hellish factory and the war fields at the whims of a particular man?" (SB 1.10.4)

"The real problem is how to get free from the bondage of birth, death, and old age. Attaining this freedom, and
not inventing unnecessary necessities, is the basic principle of Vedic civilization...."The modern materialistic
civilization is just the opposite of the ideal civilization. Every day the so-called leaders of modern society invent
something contributing to a cumbersome way of life that implicates people more and more" in the cycle of birth
and death." (SB 7.14.5)

"Now people are very busy trying to find petroleum in the midst of the ocean. They are very anxious to make
provisions for the future petroleum supply, but they do not make any attempts to ameliorate the conditions of birth,
old age, disease, and death." (SB 4.28.12)

"The materialists ... think that they are advancing. But according to Bhagavad-gita they are unintelligent and devoid
of all sense. They try to enjoy this material world to the utmost limit and therefore always engage in inventing
something for sense gratification. Such materialistic inventions are considered to be advancement of human
civilization, but the result is that people grow more and more violent and more and more cruel." (BG 16.9)

Natural Gifts

"According to Vedic economics, one is considered to be a rich man by the strength of his store of grains and cows.
With only these two things, cows and grain, humanity can solve its eating problem.... All other things but these
two are artificial necessities created by man to kill his valuable life at the human level and waste his time in things
which are not needed." (SB 3.2.29)

"If we have sufficient grains, fruits, vegetables, and herbs, then what is the necessity of running a slaughterhouse
and killing poor animals? A man need not kill an animal if he has sufficient grains and vegetables to eat. The flow
of river waters fertilizes the field, and there is more than what we need. Minerals are produced in the hills, and
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jewels in the ocean. If human civilization has sufficient grains, minerals, jewels, water, milk, etc., then why should
it hanker after terrible industrial enterprises at the cost of the labour of some unfortunate men?" (SB 1.8.40)

"Advancement of human civilization depends not on industrial enterprises but on possession of natural wealth and
natural food, which is all supplied by the Supreme Personality of Godhead so that we may save time for self-
realization and success in the human form of body." (SB 4.9.62)

Srila Prabhupada cites the example of Lord Krishna's ancient city of Dvaraka. "Dvaraka was surrounded by flower
gardens and fruit orchards along with reservoirs of water and growing lotuses. There is no mention of mills and
factories supported by slaughterhouses, which are the necessary paraphernalia of the modern metropolis....

"It is understood that the whole dhama, or residential quarter, was surrounded by gardens and parks with reservoirs
of water where lotuses grew ... All the people depended on nature's gifts of fruits and flowers without industrial
enterprises promoting filthy huts and slums for residential quarters." (SB 1.11.12)
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Demoniac Civilization

"The natural gifts such as grains and vegetables, fruits, rivers, the hills of jewels and minerals, and the seas full
of pearls are supplied by the order of the Supreme, and as He desires, material nature produces them in abundance
or restricts them at times. The natural law is that the human being may take advantage of these godly gifts by
nature and flourish on them without being captivated by the exploitative motive of lording it over material nature."
(SB 1.8.40)

"All these natural gifts are dependent on the mercy of the Lord. What we need, therefore, is to be obedient to the
laws of the Lord and achieve the perfection of human life by devotional service." (SB 1.8.40)

"Everyone is acting under the influence of material nature, and only fools think they can improve upon what God
has created." (SB 7.14.7)

"The prosperity of humanity does not depend on a demoniac civilization that has no culture and no knowledge
but only gigantic skyscrapers and huge automobiles always rushing down the highways. The products of nature
are sufficient." (SB 5.16.24)

"Ample food grains can be produced through agricultural enterprises, and profuse supplies of milk, yogurt, and
ghee can be arranged through cow protection. Abundant honey can be obtained if the forests are protected.

"Unfortunately, in modern civilization, men are busy killing the cows that are the source of yogurt, milk, and ghee,
they are cutting down all the trees that supply honey, and they are opening factories to manufacture nuts, bolts,
automobiles, and wine instead of engaging in agriculture. How can the people be happy? They must suffer from
all the misery of materialism. Their bodies become wrinkled and gradually deteriorate until they become almost
like dwarves, and a bad odour emanates from their bodies because of unclean perspiration from eating all kinds
of nasty things. This is not human civilization." (SB 5.16.25)

A Higher Goal of Life

"Advancement of civilization is estimated not on the growth of mills and factories to deteriorate the finer instincts
of the human being, but on developing the potent spiritual instincts of human beings and giving them a chance
to go back to Godhead.... Human energy should be properly utilized in developing the finer senses for spiritual
understanding, in which lies the solution of life." (SB 1.11.12)

"Nature already has an arrangement to feed us," Srila Prabhupada says. "The Lord has provided food for both
the elephant and the ant....

"Therefore one who is intelligent should not work very hard for material comforts. Rather, one should save his
energy for advancing in Krishna consciousness." (SB 7.14.14)

"Demons are very much interested in advancing a plan by which people will labour hard like cats, dogs, and hogs,
but Krishna's devotees want to teach Krishna consciousness so that people will be satisfied with plain living and
Krishna conscious advancement." (SB 9.24.59)

"The sufferings of human society are due to a polluted aim of life, namely lording it over the material resources.
The more human society engages in the exploitation of undeveloped material resources for sense gratification,
the more it will be entrapped by the illusory, material energy of the Lord, and thus the distress of the world will be
intensified instead of diminished." (SB 2.2.37)

"Advancement of human civilization must be towards the goal of establishing our lost relationship with God, which
is not possible in any form of life other than the human. One must realize the nullity of the material phenomenon,
considering it a passing phantasmagoria, and must endeavour to make a solution to the miseries of life. Self-
complacence with a polished type of animal civilization geared to sense gratification is delusion, and such a
'civilization' is not worthy of the name." (SB 2.2.4)

"The materialistic advancement of civilization ... ultimately ends in wars and scarcity. The transcendentalist is
specifically warned to be fixed in mind, so that even if there is difficulty in plain living and high thinking he will not
budge even an inch from his stark determination." (SB 2.2.3)

"All human society is meant to worship Lord Vishnu [God]. At the present moment, however, human society does
not know that this is the ultimate goal or perfection of life. Therefore instead of worshiping Lord Vishnu, people
have been educated to worship matter.

"According to the direction of modern society, men think they can advance in civilization by manipulating matter
to build skyscrapers, big roads, automobiles and so on. Such a civilization must certainly be called materialistic
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Srila Prabhupada, the founder-acharya of ISKCON, has delivered more than
1500 lectures on Vedic scriptures like Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam and
Sri Chaitanya-charitamrita. The audio recording of his lectures are available in
ISKCON centers. You can also hear some of these lectures in
www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada-lectures
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because its people do not know the goal of life.

"The goal of life is to reach Vishnu, but instead of reaching Vishnu, people are bewildered by the external
manifestation of the material energy. Therefore progress in material advancement is blind, and the leaders of such
material advancement are also blind. They are leading their followers in the wrong way." (SB 5.1.14)

"Life is never made comfortable by artificial needs, but by plain living and high thinking." (SB 2.2.37)

The Blind Man and the Lame Man Together

"At the present moment, India may be compared to the lame man and the Western countries to the blind man.
For the past two thousand years India has been subjugated by the rule of foreigners, and the legs of progress
have been broken. In the Western countries the eyes of the people have become blind due to the dazzling glitter
of material opulence.

"The blind man of the Western countries and the lame man of India should combine together," Srila Prabhupada
says. "Then the lame man of India can walk with the help of the Westerner, and the blind Westerner can see with
the help of the lame man. In short, the material advancement of the Western countries and the spiritual assets of
India should combine for the elevation of all human society." (SB 4.25.15)

"One who understands the purpose of Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, should seriously understand
the importance of the Krishna consciousness movement and seriously take part in it. One should not endeavour
for ugra-karma, or unnecessary work for sense gratification." (SB 9.24.59) 

Akshaya Patra News

Facilities and Building Solutions (FABS) partnered with Akshaya Patra Foundation to support mid-day meals
for children in government schools.

Sri Sridham Krishna Dasa, Director, Akshaya Patra Foundation, presents a memento of appreciation to
Sri P.S. Somasundar, Managing Director, FABS.



SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT
Instant Heaven

Journalist: I think an awful
lot of our readers, and an
awful lot of people in the
United States, are
terribly confused with
the many people who
claim to be avataras
and who come from
India to this country, one
after the other.

Srila Prabhupada: I can
declare, they are all nonsense.

Journalist: Could you elaborate on that a little more?

Srila Prabhupada: And I can say furthermore, they're
all rascals.

Journal ist:  The Mahar ishi ,  for  example.

Srila Prabhupada: He is rascal number one. I say
it publicly.

Journalist: Could you explain that, give me a little
background on that.

Srila Prabhupada: From his behaviour I
can understand he's rascal

number one.  But  the
wonderful thing is that

the people in the
Western countries,

The following conversation between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and a journalist
took place on December 30, 1968, in Los Angeles.
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they're supposed to be so advanced. How are they befooled by these rascals?

Journalist: Well, I think people believe what they want to believe. They're looking for something, and he comes
along ...

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. But they want something very cheap. That is their fault.

Journalist: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: Now, for our disciples we don't give anything cheap. Our first condition is character, moral
character. You see? So unless one accepts moral character, we don't initiate him. We don't allow him in this
institution. And this Maharishi says, "Oh, you do whatever you like. You simply pay me thirty-five dollars and I'll
give you some mantra." So people want to be cheated, and many cheaters come.

Journalist: Instant heaven.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Journalist: The Maharishi turned me off, and so many people. My daughter was involved in that kind of thing for
a while, and she's terribly disillusioned.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The psychology is that your people, all the Western people, especially youngsters, they
are hankering after something, you see? But if somebody comes to me and says, "Swamiji, initiate me," I immediately
say, "You have to follow these four principles [no meat-eating, no illicit sex, no gambling, no intoxication]." And
he goes away.

And this Maharishi, he did not put any restriction, you see? Just like a physician might say, "You can do whatever
you like. You simply take my medicine, and you will be cured." That physician will be very much liked.

Journalist: Yes, he'll kill a lot of people, but he'll be very much liked.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes [Laughs]. And if a physician says, "Oh, you cannot do this, you cannot do that, you cannot
see this," that will be seen as a botheration. So people want something. That is a fact. But at the same time, they
want it very cheap. Therefore the cheaters come and cheat them. They take the opportunity. "These people want
to be cheated. Oh, let us take advantage."

They are advising, "You are God, everyone is God. You just realize this yourself. You have forgotten you are God.
You take this mantra, and you will become God and become powerful. Whatever you like, you can control. But
there is no need to control your senses. You can drink, you can have unrestricted sex, and whatever you like."

People like this. "Oh, simply by fifteen minutes of meditation I shall become God, and I have to pay only thirty-
five dollars." So many millions of people will be ready to do it. Thirty-five dollars in your country is not so much.
But thirty-five multiplied by a million becomes thirty-five million dollars.

But we cannot bluff. We say that if you actually want spiritual life, you have to follow the restrictions. If the
commandment is "You shall not kill," I cannot say, "Yes, you can kill. The animal has no feeling. The animal has
no soul." We cannot bluff in this way.

Journalist: Well, that's just about it. That's what I wanted to know. It's a shame that this thing, as I say, has turned
off an awful lot of kids, a lot of very disenchanted young people because ...

Srila Prabhupada: So please try to help us. This movement is very nice. It will help humanity. It will help your
country, the whole human society. It is a genuine movement. There is no bluffing, no cheating. It is authorized.

Journalist: Authorized by whom?

Srila Prabhupada: It is authorized by Krishna. 

Nov 11 Ekadashi
Nov 12 break fast

Nov 26 Ekadashi
Nov 27 break fast

Fasting

Nov 15 Govardhana Puja, Go Puja
Nov 18 Srila Prabhupada - Disappearance
Nov 25 Srila Gaura Kishora Dasa Babaji - Disappearance
Nov 30 Chaturmasya ends, Karthika Month Ends

Deepotsava Ends (in ISKCON Bangalore)

Festivals
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The Transmigration
of the Soul

by Rayarama Das Brahmachary

The transmigration of the soul, sometimes called reincarnation, is a much misunderstood phenomenon. This is
because the doctrine has often been presented by philosophers who do not actually believe in the existence of
the individual spirit soul. However, transmigration has no meaning except on this basis. In trying to explain the
infinite variety which we actually see around us in terms of abstract Oneness or Void, these philosophers have
twisted the Vedic teachings quite out of shape. Justifiably, therefore, most people cannot grasp this concept—they
either get a very vague picture of it, or they laugh it off as ridiculous.

The transmigration of the soul is, however, presented very lucidly and scientifically in the Bhagavad-gita, that
marvelous battlefield conversation which sums up the essence of Vedic knowledge in the space of seven hundred
verses. Bhagavad-gita was taught by Lord Sri Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It stands to reason
that the doctrines of the Supreme Divine Person do not lend themselves easily to impersonal philosophical
speculation. This is why the impersonalist thinkers so befuddle their readers when they try to use the Gita's authority
to back up their own theories. If we are to learn from Bhagavad-gita, as from any scripture given man by God,
then we must put aside our preconceptions, and accept what is said to us—as it is spoken.

Although the impersonalist philosopher makes the claim that everything is one, the Lord Himself draws a line of
distinction for us:

Earth, water, fire, air,
Ether, mind,

Understanding, and false ego—
This is the eightfold division of My nature.

This is My lower nature.
Know My other and higher nature

Which is the soul,
By which this world is upheld, O Mighty-armed.

(Gita, 7.5)

This means that Lord Krishna manifests His creation through two energies. The one—matter—is called lower
because it is mutable, and because it depends upon the other for its existence. The other energy is the soul, which
is called higher because it is immutable, eternal, and because it depends directly upon the Lord Himself—the
Supreme Energetic—for its existence and activities. Futhermore, the lower nature has no independent consciousness,
whereas the higher nature is composed of an infinitude of individual, independent sparks of consciousness, identical
in quality with the Lord Himself, who is the Supreme Soul.

A basic difference between God and the individual soul now comes into view: the Supreme Consciousness is all-
pervading, but the individual consciousness is limited. Although the Lord is the awake indweller in all manifestations,
the individual living entities are each subject to a limited range. They too can extend their consciousness, but on
a smaller scale. This they actually do when they adopt the material concept of life, and identify themselves with
the body, which is nothing but matter, or lower energy. Unlike the Lord, however, the living entities tend to forget
themselves while in contact with matter. For this reason, they are classified in a third category, as marginal energy,
although they are constitutionally spiritual. This forgetfulness is the source of all woe, and the mechanism of all
bondage.

The soul, being eternal, does not die when the body dies, even though it imagines itself to be the body. It simply
goes on to take up habitation in another form. Lord Krishna describes this as fol lows:

Just as a person casts off worn-out garments
And puts on others that are new,

Even so does the embodied soul cast off worn-out bodies,
And take on others that are new. (Gita, 2.22)
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Although this may seem a very far-fetched notion to the man who hasn't given it much thought—and even more
so to one who hasn't made the distinction between body and soul—it is actually a principle which we see illustrated
for us every day of our lives—and in our own lives at that. This is how the Lord puts it for us to comprehend:

As the soul passes, while in this body,
Through childhood, youth and age,

Even so is its taking on of another body.
The wise are not perplexed at this. (Gita, 2.13)

Even modern medical science agrees that the body is perpetually changing. And yet, there is that constant "I,"
that has been here since my first memories, and I am still unchanged. In this way we can see that the change of
body is always occurring. The change from one body to another is only a bit more emphatic in that, in the process,
we lose most of the remembrances of past life.

The factors guiding this change from one body to another can also be understood in terms of the daily processes
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of the organism. The food I take today will determine the structure and soundness of my body tomorrow. Good,
nutritious food will assure me a healthy, strong body. Poor or careless diet will assure me ill-health, and unclean
food will result in disease. Food determines the nature of the body. In changing from body to body, it is conscious
association that acts as the determining factor.

Thinking of whatever state
He at the end gives up his body,

To that state does he attain, O son of Kunti,
Being always absorbed in thinking of it. (Gita, 7.6)

The living being thus puts in an application, so to speak, in terms of its devotion. That to which it is devoted is
given it in full. The much talked-about genetic code is actually the application blank-stamped by nature and approved
by the Lord, Who is willing to let everyone have what they want.

All this is accomplished through the agency of the three modes by which material nature manifests itself. Because
the soul has lost consciousness of its real identity, and has given itself over to nature, it is limited to nature's means
of expression, which consists of the modes. The situation is outlined in the Thirteenth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita:

The soul in nature
Partakes of the modes born of nature.
Attachment to the modes is the cause

Of its births in good and evil wombs. (Gita, 13.21)

The three modes are goodness, passion and ignorance. They may be characterized as follows: Goodness applies
to duty, purity, health and knowledge. Passion is the principle of attraction, avarice, lust, anger and activity. Ignorance
is the principle of inertia, negligence, indolence, stupor and blindness. All three are material manifestations, not
found on the spiritual platform. As regards the transmigration of the soul from one body to another, the modes
work in this way:

Those who are established in goodness rise upwards;
The passionate remain in the middle regions;

The dull, steeped in the lower events of the modes,
Sink downwards. (Gita, 14.18)

The concept of rising applies to more highly developed consciousness, and therefore sinking applies to less
developed consciousness. This is the principle of karma, or worldly activity. Those who devote their lives to, and
work in accordance with, a particular mode or concept, will quite naturally cling to that concept at the time of death.
By concept, I do not mean some abstraction. I mean that to which one is actually actively devoted, irrespective
of his announced public philosophy. Thus, one's activities in this life prepare the ground for the next birth.

The results of actions performed under the influence of the different modes is more fully described elsewhere in
the same chapter by Sri Krishna.

When the embodied soul meets with dissolution
When goodness prevails,

It attains to the pure worlds
Of those who know the Highest.

Meeting with dissolution when passion prevails,
It is born among those attached to action.
If it is dissolved when ignorance prevails,

It is born in the wombs of the deluded. (Gita, 14.14-15)

Thus we learn that pious activities will lead one to rebirth on heavenly planets. Activities in passion will usually
lead to rebirth on earth, or on similar worlds where greed and lust are the dominating forces. Those who have
given themselves over to ignorance, meanwhile, take birth among the lower animals, plants, and even among
living stones, such as mountains.

Before going into greater detail about these births and the modes which determine them, let's examine the actual
occurrence of transmigration, as the Lord describes it to Arjuna in Bhagavad-gita.

The living entities are eternal fragmental parts of Me.
They are dragging on

In a bitter struggle for existence in material nature,
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With the six senses, including mind.
When the soul takes up a body

And when he leaves it,
He takes these (mind and senses) and goes

Even as the wind carries perfumes from their places.
(Gita, 15.7-8)

Although the mind forgets its past activities when it is brought to a new birth, it does retain impressions. This is
why some people have been able to recall events from their previous lives. This is not to be confused with the
phenomenon of organic misfunction called deja-vu, in which we actually experience the same thing twice within
a thousandth of a second. These impressions of past lives are real, and they have a strong influence on our present
actions.

Mind and the senses are actually very subtle forms of matter, which we keep as long as we remain in material
nature, or until the period dissolution of the universe. The body is the gross covering of the soul, and mind and
the senses are the subtle. It is through the medium of the mind that the spirit surrenders consciousness of itself,
and loses its identity. Mind is the seat of the senses, and mind, having become the focal point of consciousness,
is also the tape on which our activities are registered, determining—according to the modes—what our next birth
will be. This is why control of the mind is essential to spiritual and worldly progress alike. The yoga process is
actually nothing more than the science of controlling the mind. The system of bhakti yoga also tackles this problem,
but on a slightly different level.

Having obtained some idea of what transmigration is and how is works, let's examine the influence of the modes
of nature upon our activities, and learn what effect these have upon the cycle of rebirth. Lord Krishna says:

The fruit of good action
Is said to be of the nature of goodness and pure;

The fruit of passion is pain,
And the fruit of dullness is ignorance. (Gita, 14.16)

Those who devote their lives to hellish activities can expect to take rebirth in a hellish situation. This is the justice
which is a constitutional part of nature, and from which no being is exempt: "... For whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap." (Galatians, 5.7)

To many people, the idea of eternal damnation has always stood as a most unreasonable proposition in the
teaching of Lord Jesus Christ. It is incomprehensible to them how the Lord can give frail man a single chance to
choose his way, and then cast him forever into hell. Modified by the principles of reincarnation, however, the
prophecy of the gnashing of teeth takes on new meaning. Here is Lord Krishna on this subject:

Given over to self-conceit, force and pride,
And also to lust and anger,

These malicious people despise Me,
Dwelling in the body of themselves and others.

These cruel haters, worst of men—
I hurl these evil-doers only into

The wombs of demons
In this round of births and deaths.

(Gita, 16.18-19)

As for those who, though bound by material nature and unable to give up their attachment to it, nevertheless follow
the scripture and have some faith in God, things are different. The fruits of goodness are presented in these terms:

The knowers of the three Vedas who drink the soma juice and are cleansed of sin,
Worshipping Me with sacrifices, pray for the way to heaven.

They reach the holy world of Indra,
And enjoy in heaven the pleasures of the gods.
Having enjoyed the spacious world of heaven,

They return to the world of mankind when their merit is exhausted.

Thus conforming to the doctrine enjoined in the three Vedas, and still desirous of enjoyments,
They obtain what is subject to birth and death.

(Gita, 9.20-21)



This is the fruit of actions performed in the mode of goodness—that is, according to scriptural law and with faith
in God. However, it is worth noting that this is the type of birth gained by those who still love this material world,
and like all things material, it is perishable. Even on the highest of all material planets, the Brahmaloka, where
life is immensely long, and where there are ample facilities for pleasure on a scale unimagined here, still the law
of birth and death continues. Even for Brahma himself, whose life span is coequal with the life span of the universe,
birth, death, old age and pain exist.

From the realm of Brahma downwards,
All worlds are subject to return to rebirth.

But on reaching Me, O son of Kunti,
There is no return to birth again. (Gita, 8.16)

Just as the craving for the fruits of material activities leads one on to take his next birth in this material situation,
and then on and on again—so there are spiritual activities too, and these lead one, by association, to take his birth
in the spiritual world, in his natural, constitutional and final form as pure spirit soul. Just what these spiritual activities
are and how the association with one's own true spiritual self can be established, is enunciated in all the scriptures
of the world.

These whose thoughts
Are set on Me,

I straightway deliver
From the ocean of death-bound existence, O Partha.

On Me alone fix thy mind,
Let thy understanding dwell in Me.

In Me shalt thou live thereafter.
Of this there is no doubt. (Gita, 12.7-8)

And so it is that God guarantees eternal life to those who accept His association. Actually, we are all servitors of
the Lord in our true position as His spirit soul parts and parcels. Therefore, returning to our conscious, natural
status means returning to our relationship of service to God. If we do not worship God, then we worship some
other thing, for we are by nature worshipful. Maintaining these secondary relationships keeps us from Him, and
thus from our own full consciousness of Self. Further information of birth in the spiritual world—the Kingdom of
God—is given elsewhere in Bhagavad-gita.

Those who are freed from pride and delusion, who have conquered the evil of attachment,
Who, all desires stilled, are ever devoted to the Supreme Spirit,

Who are liberated from the dualities known as pleasure and pain and are undeluded,
Go to the eternal state.

The sun does not illumine that,
Nor the moon nor fire.

That is My supreme abode,
From which those who reach it never return.

(Gita, 15.5-6)

The Kingdom of God is not artificially illuminated, because it is self-effulgent. There is no dead matter of any kind
there. All things are fully alive, fully aware and awake—and all things are fully, blissfully engaged in the service
of God. This answers the question as to why so few men go there, or even aspire to that state: it is for those who
serve. All who dwell there, including the Lord Himself, are full of love, and are engaged in devoted service. Men
in their foolishness do not seek this position, nor have they any taste for it—and therefore they do not attain to it.
But the one who realizes the sweetness of devotion and who recognizes his real position as the servitor of God,
will associate with God by means of transcendental loving service here during this life, and will then take his next
birth according to that association.

We must, now, realize that all men buy and pay for their own sufferings. Who plants thistles and expects to harvest
grain? We do, all of us. In actuality, the unhappiness of this earthly existence is what we want and what we ask
for. The Lord merely supplies our demands.

As men approach Me,
So do I accept them.

Men on all sides
Follow My path, O Partha. (Gita, 4.11)
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Nevertheless, because of His unbounded love and mercy,
Krishna advents Himself—or sends His representatives
from the spiritual sky—here on earth, in order to give us
knowledge of these things, and to offer the wandering
lost souls an opportunity to return home, back to
Godhead.

For the protection of the good,
For the destruction of the wicked

And for the establishment of righteousness,
I come into being from age to age.

He who knows thus in its true nature
My divine birth and works,

Is not born again when he leaves this body,
But comes to Me, O Arjuna.

(Gita, 4.8-9)

We are the beloved children of the Lord of All Existences,
and we can have anything we want from Him. This is
the secret of God's love for all beings. What we have to
do is to understand our real position, so that the real
being can have real happiness by knowing what to ask
for. Death is actually a birthday party, at which Krishna
presents us with just what we wanted, in the form of
rebirth. Understanding this, the sublime and infinite
kindness of God, what can we want beyond His
association? He Himself is the dearest of all delights,
and His service is the most joyful of all activities. 
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Growing With Grief
Her voice hesitates. "I have bad news for you."

By Chintamani Devi Dasi

Breathless from running to the phone, I pick up the receiver, my seven-week-old daughter gurgling playfully in my
arms.

"Can I speak to Rosalynne?" asks the voice at the other end.

"Speaking," I pipe back.

"This is Anna."

Anna ... I try to think who it could be ... Of course! My brother's girl-friend! I've never met her, though I've heard a
lot about her.

"Hello, Anna. What can I do for you?"

My voice conveys that I'm happy she has rung. After all, I love my brother, and I know she means a lot to him.

Her voice hesitates. "I have bad news for you."

Bad news ... The words are just registering as she continues to blurt out, "Colin is dead. He died in a road accident."

The smile from a few seconds ago is still painted on my face. I try to make sense of what I've just heard. Maybe
this is a sick joke. No, I can't imagine a girl like Anna playing such a hoax. Maybe I heard wrong.

"What did you say, Anna?"

"Colin is dead, Rosalynne. He died yesterday."

Colin, my younger brother tall, good-looking Colin. Just a few weeks ago he had happily boasted to me about the
amazing job he'd landed as an assistant buyer for an international corporation.

"I'll be flying all over Europe and the States now," he'd said. "And I've got myself a brand-new car."

"Great," I said, laughing. "Now you can afford to give the temple a donation. You've got no excuses now."

We were very different, Colin and I. More than ten years ago, I had chosen to become a devotee of Krishna,
abandoning my career for a more renounced life in search of spiritual knowledge. Colin, on the other hand, was
materially ambitious and barely able to conceal his disdain for religious people. So I never tried discussing with
him topics like the soul, karma, or reincarnation, and he appreciated that. He said that of all religious people he
thought the Hare Krishnas were the nicest because at least we didn't force religion down his throat. Now I wish
I'd tried harder to interest him. Anyway, it's too late. He's dead.

I sit silently, possibly in shock, little Lalita cooing contentedly in my arms.

Anna's voice continues, giving details of the accident, the funeral, the state of my parents. I thank her and we hang
up.

The finality of death hits me, and the shock gives way to grief. I'm unable to keep from wailing. My three-year-
old son, Gopala, rushes in. He's surprised to see mummy crying. He comes up to me, smiles consolingly, and
strokes my face and head.

"Mummy, don't cry."

I try to smile. "It's all right, Colin. Mummy's all right."

It's the first time I've made the mistake of calling Gopala Colin. My mistake triggers another bout of sobbing. Gopala
reminds me of Colin when we were little. Colin was also gentle and loving, and suddenly the physical similarities
become more obvious as well.

"Mummy, don't cry." Gopala smiles anxiously as he stares with concern into my eyes and continues stroking me.
He tries to give me a hug, but Lalita's in the way. For his sake I feel I must get hold of myself.

I try to control my grief with knowledge. "The wise lament neither for the living nor for the dead." I've been studying
the Bhagavad-gita for eleven years, and now Krishna's teachings try to penetrate my grief. But my mind wavers
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b e t w e e n  K r i s h n a ' s
instructions and my sense
of i r reversible loss.

I try chanting the maha-
mantra: Hare Krishna,
Hare Krishna, Krishna
Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama
Rama, Hare Hare. As I
chant, my mind wanders
to childhood scenes with
my brother, how we used
to go swimming together.
Though younger, he was
a better swimmer, and I
used to feel envious. Now,
remembering that envy
causes me guilt. Other
scenes materialize in my
mind: our excursions to
the park, to the beach, and
then back further in time
and playing hide-and-
seek, the playground ...

I weep. Even after eleven
years of practicing bhakti-
yoga, I find it hard to
control my mind. Bodily
identifications are deep-
rooted. Because I think
I'm my body, I think I have
an eternal relationship
with my brother, my
parents, and my child. But
the body is temporary, and
my misperception causes
me suffering.

"Mummy, don't cry." Gopala tries to console me, and I smile back reassuringly.

But the mind is difficult to control. Still, as Krishna explains in the Gita, we can control it with practice and detachment.
Realizing our spiritual identity becomes easier as we practice detachment from bodily pleasures. If we've practiced
throughout our life, then we may be able to fix the mind on Krishna at death. The Gita explains that our thoughts
at death determine our next destination. So if we think of a loved one or of material happiness, we'll take birth
again to continue "enjoying" and suffering. But if we can fix the mind on Krishna, we'll escape the cycle of birth
and death and go back to Godhead to serve the Supreme Lord in loving reciprocation.

I can now understand how difficult it will be to think of Krishna at death. If with the death of my brother I'm unable
to fix my mind on Krishna's holy names, how much more difficult it will be to do this when I face my own death. I
must practice, and this is a good opportunity.

I turn to the Gita (2.17-25):

That which pervades the entire body you should know to be indestructible. No one is able to destroy
that imperishable soul. The material body of the indestructible, immeasurable, and eternal living
entity is sure to come to an end....

Neither he who thinks the living entity the slayer nor he who thinks it slain is in knowledge, for the
self slays not nor is slain. For the soul there is neither birth nor death at any time. He has not come
into being, does not come into being, and will not come into being. He is unborn, eternal, ever-
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existing, and primeval. He is not slain when the body is slain....

As a person puts on new garments, giving up old ones, the soul similarly accepts new material
bodies, giving up the old and useless ones....

This individual soul is unbreakable and insoluble, and can be neither burned nor dried. He is
everlasting, present everywhere, unchangeable, immovable, and eternally the same. It is said that
the soul is invisible, inconceivable, and immutable. Knowing this, you should not grieve for the body.

The phone rings again, my husband this time. He's in a meeting, but he's just calling to see if there are any
messages. I wonder whether or not I should tell him. I decide I will. Reading the Bhagavad-gita has pacified my
mind. It has reminded me that the real Colin the eternal soul, the eternal servant of God continues to exist. Only
his temporary identity as Colin Dodds has ceased, and the real Colin, the soul I never saw anyway, has gone on
to his next destination. Why lament for his temporary body, which was destined to be destroyed sooner or later?

As I tell my husband, however, my composure cracks and I fight to keep back the tears. Applying transcendental
knowledge takes practice. Therefore, the scriptures advise that we take up this practice at once so we can endure
undisturbed when our own death is upon us.

Half an hour later my husband is home. He decided to come and help. I appreciate his presence. As a devotee,
he's sympathetic but not sentimental. He has come not to join in my grief but to help me transcend it. Being with
another devotee strengthens my own resolve to act as a devotee and take shelter of Krishna.

We decide to sing a devotional song. We sit cross-legged in our temple room, Lalita sleeping peacefully on my
lap, Gopala resting against my shoulders. Normally he would go to his father, but today he stays close by me.

Gopala's concern is touching. If this small child has such a capacity to love, I think, how much greater is God's.
In the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krishna reassures us that He is our most intimate well-wisher. If I loved Colin, how
much more Krishna loves him. My relationship with Colin goes back only twenty-nine years, but he is eternally
Krishna's. The Vedic scriptures say that throughout our sojourn in the material world, the Supreme Lord stays with
us as the witness of our activities. On the merit of our past acts, He sanctions or thwarts our endeavours for material
happiness. The materialist is elated in material happiness, taking all credit for himself, and depressed in material
distress, blaming God. But the transcendentalist remains steady in happiness and distress, gain and loss. He sees
material happiness as the mercy of Krishna because it provides a comfortable circumstance for practicing spiritual
life. And he sees in suffering, an impetus for becoming detached from material life. He never blames God for his
suffering; rather, he sees suffering as the result of his past sinful acts.

I find comfort in these thoughts. I know that as the Supersoul, Lord Krishna accompanies Colin. Krishna is callous
to the fleeting happiness and distress of this material world. He wants to help us become exhausted with our futile
attempts at happiness. He wants us to surrender to Him in loving service and return to a life of eternal bliss and
knowledge in the spiritual world. So my faith is that though I may not be able to understand how, Krishna is in
control and is acting for Colin's ultimate benefit.

My husband plays the harmonium, and I the karatalas (cymbals). I close my eyes and allow myself to become
immersed in the sweet melody of Krishna's holy names: Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. The chant is like the crying of a child to its parent. "My dear
Lord Krishna, please rescue me from the ocean of material suffering and again engage me in Your service."

As my husband brings the chanting to a close, I feel peaceful and composed. He consoles me with more thoughts
from the Gita.

"We feel anxiety because we are eternal beings in an atmosphere of temporality," he says. "We hanker for stability,
a stable environment and stable relationships. But in the material world, nothing is stable. And death is the most
thorough destabilizer. But not if we can become fixed in our eternal identity as spirit souls, parts of the Supreme
Lord. If we can realize our eternal loving relationship with Him, nothing, not even death can take that away."

I feel grateful for this knowledge. My thoughts go to my parents. How much more difficult for them. They were
never interested in the soul, karma, reincarnation, meditation. They accept only the here and now, what they can
directly see with their eyes. I wonder if my brother's death will make them more thoughtful.

I hope my brother's short life and his death will not be futile. I hope that at least I can now become more resolute
in my pursuit of spiritual perfection. The scriptures say that if someone attains pure devotion for God, he benefits
ten generations of his family before and after him. But more than just helping myself and my own family, I pray I
can become determined to help give this knowledge to others. 
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Bhakti-yoga at Home
Regulation: The Path to Freedom and Love

Rohininandana Dasa

Now that I live in the country, I'm more aware of the predictable pattern of nature. I notice how trees and creatures
in and around my cottage submit themselves to the laws of the universe, as if even they recognize a superior
power. At an ordained time they sprout and grow, shed their leaves or fur, and reproduce and die.

As I watch with fascination, I sometimes forget that the same creative and destructive principles are also at work
on my own body and its offspring. But at night, when one by one my children, my wife, and I succumb to sleep, I
sense our subservience to the regulation of the vast mechanism of the universe.

Regulation is an intrinsic part of yoga, too. Yoga is the art of living within the universe and ultimately becoming
liberated from its stringent laws. So in bhakti-yoga, devotees use regulation to help awaken their eternal love for
Lord Krishna, which is the only sure means to permanent liberation.

Of Srila Prabhupada's books, The Nectar of Devotion most systematically describes sadhana-bhakti, or the
regulative practice of bhakti-yoga. Sadhana means the method for attaining something, and bhakti means devotion
to Krishna. Sadhana-bhakti develops in two parts: vaidhi and raganuga. Vaidhi means to follow rules and regulations
of bhakti-yoga under the order of a spiritual master, and raganuga means to follow them out of spontaneous
attraction for Krishna.

Like a baby's ability to walk, love for Krishna lies inherent within us. By practicing the simple principles of vaidhi-
bhakti, we can all develop spontaneous attraction and affection for the Lord.

You can begin vaidhi-bhakti by making a daily practice of the Krishna conscious activities you already like to do.
If you like to offer incense to a picture of Lord Krishna or His pure devotee, you can make this offering a part of
your daily devotional service. It will become a duty you'll be careful to remember, and you'll progress from liking
to burn incense in your room, to offering it to Lord Krishna before you enjoy it, and finally to offering it at His
convenience and for His pleasure only. (Of course, as you master this art, your pleasure will increase hundreds
and hundreds of times.)

Similarly you can offer a flower, a fruit, or fresh water daily and clean the place where you make your offerings.
In this way you can gradually add Krishna to all the phases of your life.

Suppose you like to chant on your beads. Commit yourself to chanting a certain number of rounds on your beads
every day. If a day goes by and you haven't finished your quota, you'll naturally remember, "Oh, I haven't finished
my rounds. I'd better finish them before I go to bed." The same principle can apply to reading Srila Prabhupada's
books: you can make a commitment to read a certain number of pages or a certain amount of time every day. In
this way you'll make great spiritual progress.

Don't worry that setting up spiritual regulation will make your life stereotyped or boring, as material habits and
customs are apt to do. Like Krishna's words, spiritual duties are ever fresh, and they'll help your individuality and
originality come to the surface.

If you stick as rigidly as possible to your regulation, despite sometimes feeling lethargic or despondent, you'll find
that in the face of obstacles you'll become enlivened and surcharged. Bhakti-yoga is both the means and the end
of transcending duality, for it is nondifferent from Krishna Himself.

Sometimes you may even wonder why you took up Krishna consciousness in the first place. Such thoughts arise
because we are influenced by material nature, and our conditioned minds tend to accept something one minute
and reject it the next.

If the force of your material conditioning and bad habits make you feel like quitting, you can submit yourself to
Krishna and expect His mercy. Because we are the Lord's tiny expansions, and in one sense nondifferent from
Him, He naturally loves us, regardless of our condition. Krishna will unfailingly help us, should we simply make
an effort or even desire to make an effort in His direction. "God helps those who help themselves." Everything
ultimately depends on Lord Krishna's mercy. And if you resolve to follow what Krishna terms "the regulative
principles of freedom" despite any impediments and difficulties, you will undoubtedly be a recipient of the Lord's
"complete mercy" (Bg. 2.64). Just imagine that! 



Krishna Voice, November 2020 21

The Lord who obeyed His devotee

Thiruvekka Yathothkari
Perumal Temple

by Sampatkumara Ramanuja Dasan (Adv. Ashwin.S)

Located in the temple town of Kanchipuram, not so far
away from Varadaraja Perumal temple, is the lovely
abode of the Supreme Lord Yathothkari Perumal.

The Legend

Five temples in Little Kanchipuram have stories relating

to Brahma’s Ashwamedha Yagna and Saraswathi’s
anger at being ignored for the yagna. Chaturmukha
Brahma wanted to conduct the great Ashwamedha
Yagna in Kanchipuram and wanted Saraswathi to be
present with him. So he sent his son, Sage Vasishta,
to request Saraswathi to be present during the yagna.

But, Saraswathi refused to go
along with him. After this, Lord
Brahma started the yagna,
keeping Savithri and all of his
wives with him.
the asuras wanted to destroy
the yagna  and went to
Saraswathi in an attempt to get
her to destroy the yagna.
Mother Saraswathi knew the
intention of the asuras but
wanted to play a role in the
great lila of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Lord
Narayana. She was angry with
Brahma and incarnated as the
Vegavathi river along the south
direction, and thus flowed
across the place of the yagna
bhumi in an attempt to put off
the yagna fire . But, the
Supreme Personal i ty  of
Godhead Lord Narayana
wanted to stop Vegavadhi river
and protect the yagna. As the
Supreme Lord is the protector
of yagnas, so He stopped the
river by lying across it on his
Adisesha bed. Because of this,
this Lord here is also named as
Vega Sethu which means
bridge/dam. The name Vega
Sethu then became Vegavanai,
Vekkanai and finally became
"Vekka.”

The Lord in this temple had
wonderful pastimes with two
Azhwars, Poigai Azhwar and
Thirumazhisai Azhwar, The
Lord is known in this temple as
Sonna  Vannam Se i tha
Perumal, the Lord who obeyedRajagopuram of the temple
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the order of His devotee. We shall immerse ourselves
in this nectarean pastime of the Lord and Thirumazhisai
Azhwar.

Thirumazhisai Azhwar

Sri Thirumazhisai Azhwar is considered as the
manifestation of Sudarshana Chakra, the holy discus
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

8,69,200 years had passed since the advent of Dwapara
Yuga. Some Brahma Rishis including Athri Rishi,
Bhargava Rishi and Vashista Rishi were in search of
an ideal place for their meditation and prayers to please
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

They sought Brahma’s guidance, who in turn directed
them to a place called Thirumazhisai (a small town near
Chennai). This place is also home to Jagannatha
Perumal Temple. As told by Brahma, the rishis went to
Thirumazhisai, built small huts, performed yagnas and
immersed in meditation. One among them, Sri Bhargava
Rishi, indulged in severe penance. Indra as usual,
mistook Bhargava Rishi to be meditating to get his
throne and sent down the apsaras, Rambha, Urvashi
and Thillothama to distract Bhargava Rishi. However,
none of them were able to influence Bhargava Rishi.
Finally, another apsara by name Kanakangi, with a lot
of effort managed to distract Bhargava Rishi from his
meditation.

On the day of asterim Makha in the Tamil month of Thai
(Makara month), Bhargava Rishi and Kanakangi were

blessed with a baby boy. But the baby was born in a
deformed form, without hands or legs or any proper
body parts. Bhargava Rishi realised his folly and went
back to his meditation. Kanakangi threw the
underdeveloped baby in a bamboo bush and returned
to Svargaloka. Then, Sri Jagannatha Perumal of
Thirumazhisai blessed the baby with beauty and wisdom,
after which the baby developed all organs. A while later
the baby started crying and a farmer by name Thiruvalan,
who passed by, took the baby home. He and his wife
Srimathi Pangaya Selvi, lovingly brought up the baby
like their own. This baby later became Thirumazhisai
Azhwar.

In spiritual quest

Like Nammazhwar, Thirumazhisai Azhwar grew up
without any attachment to worldly issues. He hardly ate
or drank, but remained healthy. As Azhwar’s fame
spread, an elderly couple from a nearby village came
to meet him. They lovingly offered him milk, which they
had brought from their place. Though he hardly drank
or ate anything, he was moved by the affection of the
elderly couple and accepted their offering. From then
on, the couple brought milk for Azhwar daily. Azhwar
wanted to offer something in return for their devotion.
So one day, Azhwar drank half the milk and asked the
couple to have the remaining half. The couple did as
directed by Azhwar and turned young due to the
greatness of Azhwar. Also, the couple, who until then
had been childless, were blessed with a child. They
named the child Kanni Kannan. He grew up as a disciple

The Lord and His consorts are taken out in procession in the prakara for festivals
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of Azhwar and accompanied him everywhere. It should
be noted that until this point of time, Azhwar had not
embraced Sri Vaishnavam. In fact, he was known by
the name Thirumazhisaiar before he became an Azhwar.
He was leading the life of a mystic. He wanted to know
about all religions in order to follow the one that was
true and showed the path to real God and moksha. So
Azhwar went on a long journey and met many people
and learnt the teachings of many religions. He met and
spoke to people of different faiths including the nastikas,
people who accepted the primacy of the Vedas but
never followed them, and people who strictly followed
the Vedas. Finally, Azhwar decided that Shaivism was
the greatest of all the faiths and becomes a Shaivaite.

On directions from the Supreme Lord Sriman Narayana,
Pei Azhwar (one amongst the Azhwars) set out to initiate
Thirumazhisaiar into Sri Vaishnavism. Pei Azhwar left
his place and built a small ashram near Thirumazhisaiar’s
ashram. In order to get Thirumazhisaiar’s attention and
challenge him in a debate, Pei Azhwar did something
very interesting. He planted Tulsi saplings upside down
and watered them with a broken pot. He repeated this
action every day. Just as Azhwar expected,
Thirumazhisaiar was intrigued and asked Pei Azhwar
why he was doing such a foolish thing. Pei Azhwar
replied, “If my actions are foolish, yours are too.”
Thirumazhisaiar was flabbergasted and asked the reason
why. Pei Azhwar explained, “In spite of being planted
upside down, my saplings might grow, but you will never
attain the real pleasure now. The Vedas, Puranas, the

epics Mahabharata and Ramayana, all clearly show
that Lord Narayana is the Supreme God and the only
one capable of giving moksha.” This lead to a lengthy,
intense debate and Pei Azhwar, pointing to references
from the Vedas, proved his point and won over
Thirumazhisaiar. He also performed the initiation
ceremony for Thirumazhisaiar, who later came to be
called Thirumazhisai Azhwar, and taught him the
principles of Sri Vaishnavism.

Lord Shiva and Thirumazhisai Azhwar

After the initiation by Pei Azhwar, Thirumazhisai Azhwar
became a devout Sri Vaishnava and moved to
Thirumazhisai to lead a spiritual life of worship, devotional
service and meditation. Many amazing incidents that
happened during this period reveal Azhwar’s immense
siddhi powers.

Once Azhwar was sitting in his ashram and stitching a
piece of cloth, when Lord Shiva and his consort Parvathi
were passing by on their divine vehicle in the sky. Seeing
a divine glow on Azhwar’s face, Parvathi enquired about
Azhwar to Shiva. Shiva explained that the person was
Thirumazhisai Azhwar who had once been his devotee,
but now is a devotee of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead Lord Narayana. Hearing this, Parvathi became
happy and expressed her desire to descend to Azhwar’s
place and bless him with a boon. Lord Shiva accepted
her request and they both appeared before Azhwar. But
Azhwar, in-spite of having noticed them, remained
indifferent to their presence. Lord Shiva then announced

The Lord of Thiruvekka with His consorts
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his arrival to Azhwar and asked why he feigned
indifference to their presence. Azhwar accounted for
his indifference by saying that he did not require anything
from Him. Shiva insisted that Azhwar ask for a boon. In
response, Azhwar asked Shiva to grant him moksha.
Lord Shiva replied that only the Supreme Personality
of Godhead Lord Narayana is capable of granting
moksha. Shiva asked Azhwar to ask for another boon
instead. Azhwar requested him to bless him with a long
life so that he could perform the penances, pujas and
other prescriptions to attain moksha. Shiva explained
that a person’s lifetime is determined based on his
karmas and cannot be changed by him. When Shiva
pressed further, Azhwar asked for a boon, wherein the
thread that he was using to stitch should follow the
needle. Lord Shiva, enraged by Azhwar’s reply, opened
his third eye to incinerate Azhwar. In response, Azhwar
opened an eye from his foot, which let out an even
bigger and powerful fire that doused the fire emanating
from Shiva’s eye.

Seeing this, the Supreme Personality of Godhead Lord
Narayana ordered the clouds to rain, so that the fire
could be doused. Immediately, clouds formed and
brought down heavy rain. Azhwar then calmly began to
meditate upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Lord Narayana. Azhwar’s immense devotion impressed
Lord Shiva, who praised Azhwar with a couple of hymns
and gave Azhwar the name Bhakthisarar. Then both
Lord Shiva and Parvathi blessed Azhwar and left the
place.

Sometime later, a yoga siddha (one well versed with
yogic powers) named Sukthiharan, who had tamed a
lion and made it his vehicle with his magic powers, was
passing by in the sky. Suddenly he was not able to
move further. He was amazed and found out that
Azhwar’s yogic powers had prevented him from moving
forward. He came down to test Azhwar’ powers. Seeing
Azhwar in very simple clothing, he created a cloth of
silk and asked Azhwar to wear it. Azhwar took the tiger
skin on which he was sitting, magically converted it to
a robe with jewels and gems, and asked the siddha to
wear it. The siddha was amazed and took a bead chain.
He asked Azhwar to use it as a japa mala. Azhwar
converted his simple Tulasi mala into a navaratna mala
and gave it to the siddha. The siddha purusha was
amazed and fell at Azhwar’s feet. He then took another
route on his lion.

As days passed and Azhwar’s fame spread, an alchemist
siddha by name Kongana Siddha came to meet Azhwar.
He presented Azhwar with a chemical that could convert
any metal to gold. Azhwar gave some dust from his skin
and told Kongana Siddha that this dust could convert
even a stone to gold. The siddha tested it and was
astonished to find stones turn into gold. He too fell at
Azhwar’s feet and left.

Thirumazhisai Azhwar was immensely powerful and
was an expert in all the siddhi and yogic magic. However,
he was uninterested in such powers and considered
them trivial. Azhwar’s only interest was in serving the
Supreme Personality of Godhead Lord Narayana

Considered as the second most important temple in Kanchi, Sri Viashnavas assemble regularly
to chant the songs of Azhwars and Vedas
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eternally and in attaining moksha.

Thirumazhisai Azhwar and other Azhwars

Thirumazhisai Azhwar had always travelled extensively
and once again Azhwar set out to Thiruvekka (near
Kanchipuram) to serve the reclining Lord Yathokthakari.
He was joined by Kanni Kannan, his ardent disciple.
Azhwar and Kani Kannan spent their time in serving the
beautiful Lord Yathokthakari. During this time, an old
woman who could barely stand upright served Azhwar
and Kani Kannan by sweeping and cleaning Azhwar's
ashram. Moved by her pious service, Azhwar asked the
old woman to seek a boon from him. The old woman
replied that she could not bear her old age, her wrinkled
face, and so on. Azhwar immediately changed her to a
beautiful young woman. The woman gratefully thanked
Azhwar and felt very happy that she would be young
and beautiful forever. Soon, the king of the province,
Maharaja Pallavarayan, saw her and immediately fell
for her beauty. He sent word through his guards to the
woman, who was only too happy to marry the king and
accepted the proposal. They both married and lived
happily.

But as years passed by, the king was intrigued by his
wife’s unchanged beauty which never seemed to age.
Upon being asked, she revealed to the king about her
being an old woman and how she became young again

by the grace of Thirumazhisai Azhwar. She also added
that Azhwar’s disciple Kanni Kannan visited their palace
every day to seek alms (Azhwar and Kanni Kannan
would eat only by seeking alms, just like true renunciants).
The very next day the king met Kanni Kannan and asked
him to bring his acharya to the palace, so he too could
get the boon of ageless beauty. Hearing this, Kanni
Kannan was enraged and strongly replied that Azhwar
would not come for the king’s desires. The king then
asked Kannan to take him to Azhwar. To this, Kanni
Kannan said that Azhwar would not even see a person
who had such materialistic desires in him. Finally the
king asked Kanni Kannan to sing a song in praise of
him to which Kani Kannan replied that he or his acharya
would never sing for any person in this world and would
sing only about the Supreme Personality of Godhead
Lord Narayana. Hearing this, the king was enraged and
ordered Kanni Kannan to leave his kingdom.

Narrating the entire incident to Azhwar, Kanni Kannan
sought permission from Azhwar to leave him and the
kingdom. Azhwar said the he too would leave the
kingdom and joined Kanni Kannan. As they both left,
Azhwar went to the temple of Thiruvekka and requested
Perumal too to leave the kingdom and join them. Without
asking anything and at that very moment, Perumal rolled
up His mat (Adisesha), and like an innocent child,
followed Azhwar and Kanni Kannan. To this day, the

Depiction of Lord in the sannidhi, a replica of the main Deity
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Perumal is called Sonna Vannam Seidha
Perumal, He who obeys.

Meanwhile, without Azhwar and the Lord,
the entire kingdom was plunged into
gloom and the people longed for Perumal
and Azhwar to return to their kingdom.
Realising his folly, the king pleaded to
the trio to return to the kingdom. Kanni
Kannan was moved and requested
Azhwar to return, who in turn requested
Perumal to return to the kingdom. The
trio then returned to the kingdom, which
again got back it’s lost happiness and
peace. The place where Perumal,
Azhwar and Kanni Kannan rested for a
night came to be known as Oru-Iravu-
Irukkai and is now known as Orirukkai.

This single incident from the life of Azhwar
where the Supreme Lord Narayana
unquestioningly followed him and Kanni
Kannan l ike a child stands out
wonderfully and beautifully, showing the
unlimited mercy of Perumal, who waits
for instructions from His true devotees,
just like a baby awaits its mother’s.

(To be continued) 
Photo courtesy: Santhanakrishnan, SrirangamThirumazhisai Azhwar

Sonna Vannam Seitha Perumal Mahalakshmi in the temple
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