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His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, Founder- Acharya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness, came to America
in 1965, at age 69, to fulfill his spiritual master’s
request that he teach the science of Krishna
consciousness throughout the English-speaking world.
In a dozen years he published some seventy volumes
of translation and commentary on India’s Vedic
literature, and these are now standard in universities
worldwide. Meanwhile, travelling almost nonstop, Srila
Prabhupada moulded his international society into a
world wide confederation of ashramas, schools, temples
and farm communities. He passed away in 1977, in
Vrindavana, the place most sacred to Lord Krishna. His
disciples and followers are carrying forward the
movement he started.
To know more about Srila Prabhupada visit

www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada
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The Scientific Reality of Spiritual Life
A conversation between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,

Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
and Dr. S. P. Oliver, Rector of the University of Durban,

in Westville, South Africa, on October 10, 1975.

Dr. Oliver: We are in this twentieth century, this last part of the century, with a new global search for the truth
about the spiritual. We, of course, in the Western world, are not familiar with the Bhagavad-gita. Our problem is
basically, I think, the one that you raised in your lecture: How do we make the spiritual a scientific reality? And I
think you were quite right. I think really few people get the point that you were trying to make—that this is a scientific
matter.

Srila Prabhupada: That is the beginning of the Bhagavad-gita—scientifically presenting spiritual knowledge.
Therefore I raised the question: What is transmigration of the soul? Nobody could reply properly. We are changing
bodies. There are so many varieties of bodies, and we may enter into any one of them after death. This is the real
problem of life. Prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih karmani sarvasah: nature is working, providing us with material
bodies. This body is a machine. This machine, just like a car, has been offered to us by material nature, by the
order of God, Krishna. So the real purpose of life is to stop this perpetual transmigration from one body to another,
one body to another, and revive our original, spiritual position so that we can live an eternal, blissful life of knowledge.
That is the aim of life.

Dr. Oliver: The conception of transmigration is not, of course, in the Christian religion.

Srila Prabhupada: It's not a question of religion. Religion is a kind of faith that develops according to time and
circumstances. The reality is that we are spirit souls. By the laws of material nature, we are carried from one body
to another. Sometimes we are happy, sometimes distressed; sometimes in the heavenly planets, sometimes in
lower planets. And human life is meant for stopping this process of transmigration and reviving our original
consciousness. We have to go back home, back to Godhead, and live eternally. This is the whole scheme of Vedic
literature.

The Bhagavad-gita gives the synopsis of how to act in this life. Therefore, through the teachings of the Bhagavad-
gita we can begin to understand the constitutional position of the soul.

First of all we have to understand what we are. Am I this body or something else? This is the first question. I was
trying to answer this, but some people in my audience thought it was a kind of Hindu culture. It is not Hindu culture.
It is a scientific conception. You are a child for some time. Then you become a boy. Then you become a young
man, and then you become an old man. In this way you are always changing bodies. This is a fact. It is not a Hindu
conception of religion. It applies to everyone.

dehino 'smin yatha dehe
kaumaram yauvanam jara

tatha dehantara-praptir
dhiras tatra na muhyati

[To a devotee:] Find this verse.

Devotee: [reads] "As the embodied soul continuously passes, in this body, from boyhood to youth to old age, the
soul similarly passes into another body at death. A sober person is not bewildered by such a change." [Bg. 2.13]

Srila Prabhupada: In the Bhagavad-gita everything is explained very logically, very scientifically. It is not a
sentimental explanation.

Dr. Oliver: The problem, as I see it, is how to get modern man to make an in-depth study of what is contained or
outlined in this book, especially when he's caught up in an educational system that denies a place for this very
concept or even the philosophy of it. There is either complete neutrality, or just a simple rejection of these truths.

Srila Prabhupada: They do not accept the soul?

Dr. Oliver: They accept the soul. I think so. But they do not care to analyze what it means.

Srila Prabhupada: Without analyzing this, what is their situation? First of all, they should analyze the distinction
between a dead body and a living body. The body is always dead, just like a motorcar without a driver. The car
is always a lump of matter. Similarly, this body, with or without the soul, is a lump of matter.
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There is a story that once Krishna went with a classmate to the forest to collect dry wood
for His spiritual master... So even Krishna, whom we accept as the Supreme Lord, had to
go to gurukula and serve the spiritual master as a menial servant.
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Dr. Oliver: It isn't worth very much. I think around fifty-six cents.

Srila Prabhupada: But if one cannot distinguish between the car and the driver of the car, then he is just like a
child. A child thinks the car is running automatically. But that is his foolishness. There is a driver. The child may
not know, but when he is grown up and has been educated and still he does not know, then what is the meaning
of his education?

Dr. Oliver: In the Western world the whole range of education covers only primary, secondary, and tertiary education.
There is no place for an in-depth study of the soul.

Srila Prabhupada: I talked with one professor in Moscow. Maybe you know him—Professor Kotovsky. He teaches
at the Soviet Academy of Sciences. I had a talk with him for about an hour. He said, "After this body is annihilated,
everything is finished." I was surprised that he told me this. He is known to be a very good scholar, and still he
does not know about the soul.

Dr. Oliver: We have an Indology course here, given by a scholar from Vienna. But what he teaches, what kind
of basic philosophy, I wouldn't know. There are about forty students. In essence they ought to start by making a
detailed study of the Bhagavad-gita and use that as a basis for their whole philosophy.

Srila Prabhupada: So why not appoint someone to teach Bhagavad-gita As It Is? That is essential.

Dr. Oliver: Our University almost has an obligation to make a study of these points in depth.

Srila Prabhupada: By thoroughly studying Bhagavad-gita, one begins his spiritual education.

Dr. Oliver: Well, this is apparently what one needs. Our Hindu community here in South Africa seems to lack any
fixed idea of what constitutes Hinduism. The young people especially are living in a complete vacuum. For various
reasons, they do not want to accept religion, because this is what they see around them. They cannot identify with
the Christian religion, the Islamic religion, or the Hindu religion. They are largely ignorant.

Srila Prabhupada: They should be shown the right path. This is the original, authentic path.

Dr. Oliver: There were not very many great scholars in South Africa amongst our Indian community. The Indian
people came, by and large, as workers on the sugar plantations—field workers. A few were jewelers and tailors
and so on. Then for the last hundred years there was a political struggle, resisting transportation back to India.
They were fighting to make a living and to find their own place in this country. As I see it, they must give meaning
to the essence of their own beliefs and faith. I've been telling them that we are privileged to have them here in
this country with their background, and that they mustn't cut themselves away from it and drift into a vacuum. But
they don't know to whom they should turn. So basically, they and myself and others want to know how we get this
spirit into our own hearts, and how does this then issue out into everyday living?

Srila Prabhupada: That is all explained in the Bhagavad-gita: how to live peacefully in this world and how to go
back home, back to Godhead.

Dr. Oliver: But how does one get modern man to voluntarily make this experiment? The real tragedy is we have
wandered so far away from the spirit that we do not know where to start. And we can't get a few dozen honest
believers to sit down and try to find out how much God wants to give of His mind to our minds.

Srila Prabhupada: God is giving Himself. We just have to accept Him. That requires a little advancement. Otherwise,
everything is there. God says that the soul is eternal and the body is changing. It is a very simple example. A boy
becomes a young man, and a young man becomes an old man. There is no denying this fact. I can understand
it, and you can understand it. It is very simple. I remember that as a boy I was jumping, and I cannot do that now
because I have a different body. So I am conscious that I possessed a body like that. Now I do not possess it.
The body is changing, but I am the same person eternally. It requires a little intelligence to see this, that's all. I
am the owner of the body, and I am an eternal soul. The body is changing.

Dr. Oliver: Now, having accepted that, a further problem then arises: What are the implications?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. If I understand that I am not this body, yet at the present moment I am engaged only to
keep my body comfortable, without taking care of myself, that is wrong. For example, if I am cleansing this shirt
and coat thrice daily, but I am hungry—that would be impractical. Similarly, this civilization is wrong in this basic
way. If I take care of your shirt and coat, but I don't give you anything to eat, then how long will you be satisfied?
That is my point. That is the basic mistake. Material civilization means taking care of the body and bodily comforts.
But the owner of the body, the spirit soul, gets no care. Therefore everyone is restless. They are changing the
"ism" from capitalism to communism, but they do not know what the mistake is.
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Dr. Oliver: There is very little difference. They are both material.

Srila Prabhupada: The communists think that if we take control of the government, everything will be adjusted.
But the mistake is there—both the communists and the capitalists are taking care of the external body, not the
eternal identity, the soul. The soul must be peaceful. Then everything wil l  be peaceful.

bhoktaram yajna-tapasam
sarva-loka-mahesvaram

suhrdam sarva-bhutanam
jnatva mam santim rcchati

[To a devotee:} Read that verse.

Devotee: "A person in full consciousness of Me, knowing Me to be the ultimate beneficiary of all sacrifices and
austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods, and the benefactor and well-wisher of all living entities,
attains peace from the pangs of material miseries." [Bg. 5.29]

Srila Prabhupada: This means that one must know what God is. Because you are part and parcel of God, you
already have a very intimate relationship with Him. Our business is knowing God. So at the present moment, there
is no information. People have no complete idea.

Dr. Oliver: Well, I believe that if a satellite in the sky can reveal what is happening from one pole to the other pole,
then surely God can reveal His spirit and His mind to anyone who wants to obey Him, who wants to know Him,
and who sincerely wants to follow Him.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, yes. So here in the Bhagavad-gita God is explaining Himself. We have to take it by logic
and reason. Then it will be a clear understanding of God.

Dr. Oliver: Yes, but how to get this across?

Srila Prabhupada: The teaching is there. We have to understand it by authoritative discussion.

Dr. Oliver: I think so. This is probably where one has to start. We have to sit down and discuss this, much the
same as some professors would discuss any scientific experiment.

Srila Prabhupada: The process for understanding is described here:

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jnanam
jnaninas tattva-darsinah

[To a devotee:} Find out that verse.

Devotee: "Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render
service unto him. The self-realized souls can impart knowledge unto you because they have seen the truth." [Bg.
4.34]

Srila Prabhupada: Read the purport

Devotee: "The path of spiritual realization is undoubtedly difficult. The Lord therefore advises us to approach a
bona fide spiritual master in the line of disciplic succession from the Lord Himself. No one can be a bona fide
spiritual master without following this principle of disciplic succession. The Lord is the original spiritual master, and
a person in the disciplic succession can convey the Lord's message as it is, to the disciple.

"No one can be spiritually realized by manufacturing his own process, as is the fashion of the foolish pretenders.
The Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.3.19) says, dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-pranitam: the path of religion is directly
enunciated by the Lord. Therefore, mental speculation or dry arguments cannot help lead one to the right path.
Nor by independent study of books of knowledge can one progress in spiritual life.

"One has to approach a bona fide spiritual master to receive the knowledge. Such a spiritual master should be
accepted in full surrender, and one should serve the spiritual master like a menial servant, without false prestige.
Satisfaction of the self-realized spiritual master is the secret of advancement in spiritual life. Inquiries and submission
constitute the proper combination for spiritual understanding. Unless there is submission and service, inquiries
from the learned spiritual master will not be effective. One must be able to pass the test of the spiritual master,
and when he sees the genuine desire of the disciple, he automatically blesses the disciple with genuine spiritual
understanding.



Srila Prabhupada, the founder-acharya of ISKCON, has delivered more than
1500 lectures on Vedic scriptures like Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam and
Sri Chaitanya-charitamrita. The audio recording of his lectures are available in
ISKCON centers. You can also hear some of these lectures in
www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada-lectures
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"In this verse, both blind following and absurd inquiries
are condemned. Not only should one hear submissively
from the spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service and
inquiries. A bona fide spiritual master is by nature very
kind toward the disciple. Therefore when the student is
submissive and is always ready to render service, the
reciprocation of knowledge and inquiries becomes
perfect."

Srila Prabhupada: The practical example is here. These
European and American boys are coming from well-to-
do families. Why are they serving me? I am Indian,
coming from a poor country. I cannot pay them. When
I came to the West. I had no money. I brought only forty
rupees. That was only an hour's expenditure in America.
So their soul is to carry out my instruction. And therefore
they are making progress. Pranipatena pariprasnena—
they are asking questions. I am trying to reply to them,
and they have all got full faith. They are serving like
menial servants. This is the process.

If the spiritual master is bona fide and the disciple is
very sincere, then the knowledge will be there. This is
the secret. Yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve tatha
gurau—Vedic knowledge is revealed unto those who
have faith in both the Lord and the spiritual master.
Therefore in Vedic society, the students are automatically
sent to the gurukula [the place of the spiritual master],
regardless of whether one is a king's son or from some
other background. Even Krishna had to go to gurukula.

There is a story that once Krishna went with a classmate to the forest to collect dry wood for His spiritual master.
Suddenly there was a heavy rain storm, and they could not get out of the forest. The whole night they remained
in the forest with great difficulty. There were torrents of rain. The next morning, the guru, their teacher, along with
other students, came to the forest and found them. So even Krishna, whom we accept as the Supreme Lord, had
to go to gurukula and serve the spiritual master as a menial servant.

So all of the students at the gurukula learn how to be very submissive and how to live only for the benefit of the
guru. They are trained from the very beginning to be first-class submissive students. Then the guru, out of affection
and with an open heart, teaches the hoys all he knows. This is the process. There is no question of money. It is
all done on the basis of love and education.

Dr. Oliver: I might have difficulty accepting parts of what you've indicated here, simply because I don't know. But
basically I accept that God lives in us and that when we leave things to Him, He knows how to direct these things.
The challenge is living life so that He will be satisfied. This is where the difficulty comes in: you need the inspiration
to be disciplined. This will only become a reality in one's life if one practices it. And practices it with others who
share this commitment.

Srila Prabhupada: Therefore we have this International Society for Krishna Consciousness—showing how to live
a life of dedication to God. That is required. Without practical life in God consciousness, it remains simply theoretical.
That may help, but it takes longer. My students are being trained up in practical spiritual life, and they are established.

Dr. Oliver: I want to thank you very much, and I pray that God will bless your visit to our country and our people
here.

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krishna. 

ADVERTISEMENT



A Dog's Obstinacy
SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

The following conversation between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and some of his
disciples took place in September 1975 on an early-morning walk in Vrindavana, India.

Srila Prabhupada: People are trying simply for sense
gratification. They do not even know the purpose of life.
So our mission is to eradicate this ignorance. They are
living under a wrong conception of life. Not a spiritual
conception, but a material one.

Devotee: In Kathmandu I
was asking people, "What
kind of enjoyment is
this from smoking
cigarettes? You are
c o u g h i n g .
I n t o x i c a t i o n —
toxin—means poison.
So you are actually
giving yourself poison.
This is sanity? This is
human life?" So these
people usually told me,

"Well, I'll give up cigarettes later."

Srila Prabhupada: At least they admit the fault. Do
they not?

Devotee: Yes, some people do. I reminded all these
people about karma. You know: "According to your
activity in this life, you're preparing your next life. If you
live a spiritual life, you'll go to the spiritual world. If you
live a materialistic life—animalistic—you'll stay in the
material world and become an animal." And they all
admitted. "Yes. I know about the law of karma." But
when I said. "Why don't you serve Krishna?" they said,
"Later. Later."

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krishna.

Devotee: So, Srila Prabhupada, can your instructions
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam stop these people's

lust? Or do we have to hope that
somehow they will be frustrated in

their attempts to enjoy sense
gratification?
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May 22 Ekadashi
May 23 break fast

Jun 5 Ekadashi
Jun 6 break fast

Fasting

May 21 Hanuman Jayanti (in Bangalore)
Jun 7 Panihati Chida Dahi Utsava
Jun 9 Jagannath Snana yatra

Festivals

Srila Prabhupada: They are being frustrated. Who is
successful in the material world? Can you name any
instance in which someone has been really successful''
[Laughs. A brief pause.] Then?

Devotee: Everywhere in this material world, people are
miserable. In America, Amy Vanderbilt, the famous
etiquette expert, jumped out of her window.

Srila Prabhupada: There are many.

Devotee: Oh, yes. In San Diego and also in San
Francisco, they have these fences so that when people
jump off the bridges, they are caught by the fences.

Srila Prabhupada: And I think in Berkeley they had to
enclose the top of the clock tower with glass?

Devotee: Oh, yes, at the University of California—to
keep the students from jumping off.

Srila Prabhupada: These are signs of how desperate
people are, how disappointed with their life of materialism.
They are always ready to commit suicide. Some thirty
years ago, a man was sitting near me in a railway car—
and all of a sudden, he jumped through the window. All
of a sudden. He had been sitting nicely. What he was
thinking I do not know. But he took the opportunity of
the open window and jumped. I saw it.

Devotee: A kind of insanity overpowered him.

Srila Prabhupada: Insanity. Everyone is overpowered
by insanity. Everyone who is trying to be happy in this
material world—everyone is overpowered by insanity.
They do not know the only solution is, as Krishna says,
sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja:
"Just surrender to Me." (Bg. 18.66) But that they'll not
do. Anything but surrender to Krishna.

Devotee: I was telling these Indian people that in America
the big thing is they want to "raise the standard of living,"
but even those people who have raised the standard of
living—they are also killing themselves. But many times
these Indian people don't want to listen. "Our goal is
economic development," they say. "That is the top
priority."

Srila Prabhupada: Obstinacy. Dog's obstinacy. Now
they are busy manufacturing various types of religious
systems so that one may not have to surrender to
Krishna. This is going on. Big, big swamis are saying,
"Yes, whatever you manufacture, it is all right." Yatha
mata tatha patha: "Whatever you concoct, that is all

right." So people are content. If somebody said, "You
surrender unto me," that would not be very palatable.
When somebody says, "No, you can surrender to
anyone," that is very palatable.

Devotee: Because that means no surrender. To
surrender to anyone . . .

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Devotee: . . . means no surrender.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Devotee: Sometimes people say, "When Krishna wills
it that I surrender to Him, then I will do it."

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Such rascaldom. You think that
Krishna is not willing it, rascal, when He says in the
Bhagavad-gita, "You must do this—you must surrender
to Me"?

Devotee: Sometimes people say, "When Krishna makes
my heart open to Him, then I will surrender."

Srila Prabhupada: But you have no heart. You have
simply stone. In the words of one devotional song: "My
heart is harder than a stone. I know that chanting Hare
Krishna can melt even a stone, but it does not melt my
heart. Therefore I think my heart must be harder than
a stone."

Devotee: Some of these religious systems even say
that it is offensive to say the name of God.

Srila Prabhupada: What can I do? If these rascals say
something like that, what can I do?

Devotee: Even when they write the word God, they
don't write "G-o-d." They write "G, dash, d,"—so that
they've indicated God, but they haven't said "God." It's
too holy to pronounce. That's what they say.

Srila Prabhupada: They might as well say, "G-zero-d."
[Laughter.] That would nicely convey their idea of God.

Devotee: Zero signifies their love for Him.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Zero is controlling both sides,
G and d. If you multiply something by zero, what does
it become?

Devotee: Zero.

Srila Prabhupada: That's all. This kind of thinking is
sunyavadi, voidist. It is successful suicide. But we know
life is not void, because God is not zero. 



I forsook You, O Lord,
And came to this world of pain and sorrow.

Now I submit my tale of woe
At Your lotus feet.

While still in the unbearable fetters
Of my mother's womb,

I saw You before me.
You revealed Yourself but briefly

And then abandoned this poor servant of Yours.

At that moment I swore to worship You
After taking birth.

But birth came, and with it
The network of worldly illusion,

Which robbed me of all good sense.

As a fondled son in the lap of relatives,
I passed my time smiling and laughing.

My parents' affection helped me forget
The pangs of birth,

And I thought the world a very pleasant place.

Day by day I grew
And soon began playing with other boys.

Before long my powers of intellect emerged,
And I studied my lessons incessantly.

Travelling from place to place,
Proud of my education,

I grew wealthy and maintained my family
With undivided attention.

O Lord Hari, O Krishna, I forgot You !

Now, in old age,
I, Bhaktivinoda, weep sadly.

I failed to worship You, O Lord,
And instead passed my life in vain.

What will my fate be now ?

Kedarnatha Datta Bhaktivinoda led a life of devotion to
Sri Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He
wrote nearly one hundred books on the science of bhakti-
yoga (devotional service to the Supreme Lord),
established several major places of pilgrimage, checked
the rampant growth of unauthorized, pseudodevotional
practices across India, and paved the way for the
transmission of Krishna consciousness to Western
shores.

Despite numerous titles and responsibilities—court
magistrate in the city of Puri, manager of the huge
Jagannatha temple, husband, and father of thirteen
children—Bhaktivinoda Thakura remained throughout
his life dedicated to reviving the movement of devotion
to Sri Krishna begun in the late fifteenth century by Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. In his poetry, the Thakura reveals
this dedication through verses filled with the humility and
philosophical insights of a pure devotee of God.

The word saranagati means "complete surrender to the
Supreme Lord". In this poem Bhaktivinoda Thakura
describes the journey of the conditioned soul from birth
and entanglement in the false promises of material
affection, to liberation in saranagati. He humbly takes
on the role of the subject of this journey, which begins
with the decision to leave the eternal spiritual world and
pursue the fleeting pleasures of material life. As a yet
unborn child in the womb, the conditioned soul realizes
his error and vows to again take up devotional practices.
But the shock of birth wipes out all memory of this vow,
and the soul finds himself progressively entangled in
family affairs, mundane education, marriage and wealth.

The poem ends with Bhaktivinoda lamenting the loss of
his loving relationship with Lord Krishna and
contemplating the consequences he must now face,
namely rebirth in another material body. 

Humility
A poem translated from Saranagati,
a book of Bengali poetry by
Bhaktivinoda Thakura (1838-1914)
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The Deity or archa vigraha is the form
that the Supreme Lord resides in, to
accept the offerings of His devotees
and to give them an opportunity to
personally relate with Him in this
material world. The Vedic scriptures
state that worshipping His deity form
is non different from worshipping the
Lord directly.
Brahmotsava is the commemoration
of the installation of the Deities of the
temple and is usually a ten-day
celebration. This year's celebrations
on Hare Krishna Hill began on April
10 and ended on April 21. Every
evening, Lord Krishnachandra and
Smt Radharani ride on different
vahanas or carriers, dressed in various
a l a n k a r a s  d e p i c t i n g  T h e i r
transcendental pastimes. They then
receive dolotsava seva accompanied
by sangeetha seva for Their pleasure.

Dhvaja Arohana
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Gaja Vahana
Rukmini Dwarakadisha Alankara

Chandra Prabha Vahana
Radha Rasabihari Alankara



Anantha Sesha Vahana
Lakshmi Narayana Alankara

Hamsa Vahana
Mohini Alankara

16 Krishna Voice, May 2017
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Kalpa Vriksha Vahana
Radha Kunjabihari Alankara

Hanumad Vahana
Seetha Rama Pattabhisheka Alankara
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Surya Prabha Vahana
Radha Swarnendu Sundara
Krishna Alankara

Garuda Vahana
Devendra Vijaya Alankara
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Ashwa Vahana
Rukmini Vijaya Alankara

Maha Pallakki
Radha Raja Gopala Alankara
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Brahma Ratha
Radha Krishnachandra Alankara

Churna Abhisheka
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Pushpa Pallakki, Theppotsava
Yamuna Tira Vanachari Alankara

Kalyanotsava
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H H Sri Nirmalanandanatha Swamiji, Adichunchanagiri Matha

H H Sri Vishwapriya Theertha Swamiji, Admar Matha

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
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Rukmini Kalyanam dance drama by Kalakshetra Foundation, Chennai

Krishna Nrityamritha by Mudrika Foundation for Indian Performing Arts, Bangalore



BANGALORE: (above) Sri Sri Krishna Balarama in Sri Sri Rama Lakshmana Alankara
(below) Rama Taraka yagna
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AHMEDABAD

HUBLI

HYDERABAD

MYSORE
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In an initiative to recognise, nurture and build talent among marginalized families, Great India Talent School (also
known as Mahan Bharat Pratibha Vidyalaya) was inaugurated in Kashiram Para, Kanchanpur Sub-division, Tripura
on 29 March, 2017. This school will provide text books, notebooks, uniform and mid-day meals to the children on
an entirely free of cost (100% FOC) basis. Initially, 350 children have been admitted into the school and this initiative
is poised to grow to serve 1000 students. The facility will primarily support the education of children of the Reang
tribes of Tripura as they are located in camps in close proximity to the school. The school will play a major role in
the development of Reang community here at Kashiram Para.
Sri Madhu Pandit Dasa, Chairman, Great India Talent Foundation and The Akshaya Patra Foundation, inaugurated
the school. The Honourable Governor of Tripura, Sri Tathagata Roy, who has always been in support of promoting
talents in the region, could not be personally present in the program due to inclement weather. In a personal
message sent to Sri Madhu Pandit Dasa, he lauded the special initiative and wished the Great India Talent School
a great success.
This project has been started by the Great India Talent Foundation under the guidance and leadership of Sri Madhu
Pandit Dasa, who is also the President of ISKCON Bangalore, with the conviction that India has a large rural
population with innumerable abilities and talents which go untapped. It is an endeavour to build a sustainable
workforce with skills at par with industry standards while maintaining the balance between the ability and need.
On the lines of the ancient Indian Gurukul philosophy, the school aims to identify and nurture the natural inclination
of children. Each individual is different with varied strengths and needs; the school will recognise this important
aspect and train the children accordingly. With several plans in the pipeline, the initiative will cater to the student
populace inculcating mainstream skills along with life skills.
Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa, Vice Chairman, Great India Talent Foundation and The Akshaya Patra Foundation and
Sri Janardhana Dasa, President, Great India Talent Foundation and The Akshaya Patra Foundation, North East
Division also participated in the event. Sri Janardhana Dasa will oversee the management and growth of this

GREAT INDIA TALENT SCHOOL
(Mahan Bharat Pratibha Vidyalaya)

inaugurated to support children
from Reang tribes

H H Tridandi Swami Bhakti Kamal
Vaishnava Maharaj, H H Sri Chitta Maharaj,
Sri Y Raghavulu, Sri Madhu Pandit Dasa
and Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa during the
inagural ceremony

Meals served to the children of Reang
tribes by the dignitaries

34 Krishna Voice, May 2017



important initiative which is poised to tremendously impact
the lives of thousands of children and thereby immensely
contribute to the development of the North-East region.
The Educational Partners of the initiative are Sadhak
Ratanmani Seva Sadan, and this school is also supported
by The Akshaya Patra Foundation. The inauguration was
also graced by His Holiness Tridandi Swami Bhakti Kamal
Vaishnava Maharaj, Sri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math, Sri
Jagannath Mandir Agartala, His Holiness Sri Chitta Maharaj,
President, Shanti Kali Ashram, Tripura, and Sri Y
Raghavulu, Joint Secretary, V.H.P.
Speaking on the occasion, Sri Madhu Pandit Dasa thanked
the Honourable Governor of Tripura, Sri Tathagata Roy
and other dignitaries for extending their full-fledged support.
He said, “The school will be a beacon for recognising and
furthering young talents on a national and global scale.
Imparting education to children and training them on life
skills will prepare them to secure a better future for
themselves and their families. This will boost their
confidence to lead a balanced life of values and
productivity.”
Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa also expressed his gratitude for
the support received and said, “Our country has great
talent. If the right opportunity and ecosystem is provided
to the children, they will blossom and become productive
in the society.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Rituals performed for the inauguration

Cultural programme by Reang tribes during the occasion
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38 Akshaya Patra News

SBI Foundation donated 1,250 insulated vessels to The Akshaya Patra Foundation. These vessels are customized to maintain food temperature for several hours and
therefore will help in delivering hot and nutritious food at schools. These vessels will be put to use at the Bangalore (Karnataka), Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Guwahati (Assam)
and Nathdwara (Rajasthan) kitchens of The Akshaya Patra Foundation. The event was held in the premises of The Akshaya Patra Foundation at Bangalore in the presence
of Sri R. Narottham Reddy, President and Chief Operating Officer, SBI Foundation and Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa, Vice-Chairman, The Akshaya Patra Foundation.
During the event, Sri Narottham Reddy stressed on the need to eliminate malnutrition in the country. “We are proud to be partnering with Akshaya Patra which is working
towards eradicating malnutrition in India, and happy that these insulated vessels will be instrumental in delivering hot and nutritious meals to the children. We look forward
to a long term association with the Foundation”, he said.
Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa, Vice-Chairman, Akshaya Patra said, “We are overwhelmed by the support from SBI Foundation. We take pride in being the first NGO to receive
aid from SBI Foundation and we profusely thank them for supporting this noble cause and joining hands with us in our fight against hunger.”
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