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The Focus for
True Global Unity

A lecture given in 1969
by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,

Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
at the International Student Society in Boston.

Thank you very much for participating with us in this Krishna consciousness movement. I understand that this
society is known as the International Student Society. There are many other international societies, such as the
United Nations. So the idea of an international society is very nice, but we must try to understand what the central
idea of an international society should be.

If you throw a stone into the middle of a pool of water, a circle will expand to the limit of the bank. Similarly, radio
waves expand in a circle, and when you capture the waves with your radio you can hear the message. In the same
way, our loving feeling can also expand.

At the beginning of our life, we simply want to eat. Whatever a small child grabs, he wants to eat. He has only
personal interest. Then, when the child grows a little, he tries to participate with his brothers and sisters: "All right.
You also take a little." This is an increase in the feeling of fellowship. Then, as he grows up, he begins to feel some
love for his parents, then for his community, then for his country, and at last for all nations. But unless the center
is r ight, that expansion of feeling—even if i t  is national or international—is not perfect.

For example, the meaning of the word national is "one who has taken birth in a particular country." You feel for
other Americans because they are born in this country. You may even sacrifice your life for your countrymen. But
there is a defect: if the definition of national is "one who is born in a particular country," then why are the animals
born in America not considered Americans? The problem is that we are not expanding our feelings beyond the
human society. Because we don't think animals are our countrymen, we send them to the slaughterhouse.

So the center of our national feeling or our international feeling is not fixed on the proper object. If the center is
right, then you can draw any number of circles around that center and they'll never overlap. They'll simply keep
growing, growing, growing. They'll not intersect with one another if the center is all right. Unfortunately, although
everyone is feeling nationally or internationally, the center is missing. Therefore your international feeling and my
international feeling, your national feeling and my national feeling, are overlapping and conflicting. So we have
to find the proper center for our loving feelings. Then you can expand your circle of feelings and it will not overlap
or conflict with others'.

That center is Krishna.

Our society, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, is teaching the people of all countries that the
center of their affection should be Krishna. In other words, we are teaching people to be mahatmas. You may have
heard this word mahatma before. It is a Sanskrit word that is applied to a person whose mind is expanded, whose
circle of feelings is very much expanded. This is a mahatma. Maha means "big" or "great," and atma means "soul."
So he who has expanded his soul very wide is called a mahatma.

The Bhagavad-gita [7.19] gives a description of the person who has expanded his feelings very wide:

bahunam janmanam ante
jnanavan mam prapadyate

vasudevah sarvam iti
sa mahatma sudurlabhah

The first idea in this verse is that one can become a mahatma only after many births (bahunam janmanam ante).
The soul is transmigrating through many bodies, one after another. There are 8,400,000 different species of life,
and we evolve through them until at last we come to the human form of life. Only then can we become a mahatma.
This is why Krishna says bahunam janmanam ante: "After many, many births one may become a mahatma."

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam there is a similar verse. Labdhva sudurlabham idam bahu-sambhavante: "After many,
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many births you have achieved a human body, which is very difficult to get." This human form of life is not cheap.
The bodies of cats and dogs and other animals are cheap, but this human form is not. After being born in at least
8,000,000 different species, we get this human form. So the Bhagavatam and the Bhagavad-gita say the same
thing. All Vedic literatures corroborate one another, and the person who can understand them doesn't find any
contradiction.

So the human form of life is obtained after many, many births in other-than-human forms of life. But even in this
human form of life, many, many births are required for one who is cultivating knowledge of the central point of
existence. If one is actually cultivating spiritual knowledge—not in one life but in many, many lives—one eventually
comes to the highest platform of knowledge and is called jnanavan, "the possessor of true knowledge." Then,
Krishna says, mam prapadyate: "He surrenders unto Me, Krishna, or God." (When I say "Krishna" I mean the
Supreme Lord, the all-attractive Supreme Personality of Godhead.)

Now, why does a man in knowledge surrender to Krishna? Vasudevah sarvam iti: because he knows that Vasudeva,
Krishna, is everything—that He is the central point of all loving feelings. Then, sa mahatma sudurlabhah. Here
the word mahatma is used. After cultivating knowledge for many, many births, a person who expands his
consciousness up to the point of loving God—he is a mahatma, a great soul. God is great, and His devotee is also
great. But, Krishna says, sa mahatma sudurlabhah: that sort of great soul is very rarely to be seen. This is the
description of a mahatma we get from the Bhagavad-gita.

Now we have expanded our feelings of love to various objects. We may love our country, we may love our
community, we may love our family, we may love our cats and dogs. In any case, we have love, and we expand
it according to our knowledge. And when our knowledge is perfect, we come to the point of loving Krishna. That
is perfection. Love of Krishna is the aim of all activities, the aim of life.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam [1.2.8] confirms that the goal of life is Krishna:

dharmah svanusthitah pumsam
visvaksena-kathasu yah
notpadayed yadi ratim
srama eva hi kevalam

The first words in this verse are dharmah svanusthitah pumsam. This means that everyone is doing his duty
according to his position. A householder has some duty, a sannyasi [renunciant] has some duty, a brahmachari
[celibate student] has some duty. There are different types of duties according to different occupations or professions.
But, the Bhagavatam says, if by performing your duties very nicely you still do not come to the understanding of
Krishna, then whatever you have done is simply useless labor (srama eva hi kevalam). So if you want to come
to the point of perfection, you should try to understand and love Krishna. Then your national or international feelings
of love will actually expand to their limit.

Now, suppose a man says, "Yes, I have expanded my feelings of love very widely." That is all right, but he must
show the symptoms of how his feelings of love are expanded. As Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita [5.18]:

vidya-vinaya-sampanne
brahmane gavi hastini
suni caiva sva-pake ca

panditah sama-darsinah

If one is actually a pandita, someone who is elevated to the stage of perfect wisdom, then he must see everyone
on an equal platform (sama-darsinah). Because the vision of a pandita is no longer absorbed simply with the body,
he sees a learned brahmana as a spirit soul, he sees a dog as a spirit soul, he sees an elephant as a spirit soul,
and he also sees a lowborn man as a spirit soul. From the highborn brahmana down to the chandala [outcaste],
there are many social classes in human society, but if a man is really learned he sees everyone, every living entity,
on the same level. That is the stage of true learning.

We are trying to expand our feeling socially, communally, nationally, internationally, or universally. That is our
natural function—to expand our consciousness. But my point is that if we actually want to expand our consciousness
to the utmost, we must find out the real center of existence. That center is Krishna, or God. How do we know
Krishna is God? Krishna declares Himself to be God in the Bhagavad-gita. Please always remember that the
Krishna consciousness movement is based on understanding Bhagavad-gita as it is. Whatever I am speaking is
in the Bhagavad-gita. Unfortunately, the Bhagavad-gita has been misinterpreted by so many commentators that
people have misunderstood it. Actually, the purport of the Bhagavad-gita is to develop Krishna consciousness,
love of Krishna, and we are trying to teach that.
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In the Bhagavad-gita Krishna has given several descriptions of a mahatma. He says, mahatmanas tu mam partha
daivim prakrtim asritah: "A mahatma, one who is actually wise and broadminded, is under the shelter of My spiritual
energy." He is no longer under the spell of the material energy.

Whatever we see is made up of various energies of God. In the Upanishads it is said, parasya-saktir vividhaiva
sruyate: "The Supreme Absolute Truth has many varieties of energies." And these energies are acting so nicely
that it appears they are working automatically (svabhaviki jnana-bala-kriya ca). For example, we have all seen a
blooming flower. We may think that it has automatically blossomed and become so beautiful. But no, the material
energy of God is acting.

Similarly, Krishna has a spiritual energy. And a mahatma, one who is broad-minded, is under the protection of that
spiritual energy; he is not under the spell of the material energy. These things are all explained in the Bhagavad-
gita. There are many verses in the Bhagavad-gita that describe how Krishna's energies are working, and our
mission is to present Bhagavad-gita as it is, without any nonsensical commentary. There is no need of nonsensical
commentary. Bhagavad-gita is as clear as the sunlight. Just as you don't require a lamp to see the sun, you don't
require the commentary of an ignorant, common man to study the Bhagavad-gita. You should study the Bhagavad-
gita as it is. Then you will get all spiritual knowledge. You will become wise and will understand Krishna. Then you
will surrender to Him and become a mahatma.

Now, what are the activities of a mahatma? A mahatma is under the protection of Krishna's spiritual energy, but
what is the symptom of that protection? Krishna says, mam . . . bhajanty ananya-manasah: "A mahatma is always
engaged in devotional service to Me." That is the main symptom of a mahatma: he is always serving Krishna.
Does he engage in this devotional service blindly? No. Krishna says, jnatva bhutadim avyayam: "He knows perfectly
that I am the source of everything."

So Krishna explains everything in the Bhagavad-gita. And our purpose in the Krishna consciousness movement
is to spread the knowledge contained in the Bhagavad-gita, without adding any nonsensical commentary. Then
the human society will profit from this knowledge. Now society is not in a sound condition, but if people understand
the Bhagavad-gita, and if they actually broaden their outlook, all social, national, and international problems will
be solved automatically. There will be no difficulty. But if we don't find out what the center of existence is, if we
manufacture our own ways to expand our loving feelings, there will be only conflict—not only between individual
persons but between the different nations of the world. The nations are trying to be united; in your country there
is the United Nations. Unfortunately, instead of the nations becoming united, the flags are increasing. Similarly,
India was once one country, Hindustan. Now there is also Pakistan. And some time in the future there will be
Sikhistan and then some other "stan."

Instead of becoming united we are becoming disunited, because we are missing the center. Therefore, my request,
since you are all international students, is that you please try to find out the real center of your international
movement. Real international feeling will be possible when you understand that the center is Krishna. Then your
international movement will be perfect.

In the fourteenth chapter of Bhagavad-gita [14.4], Krishna says,

sarva-yonisu kaunteya
murtayah sambhavanti yah
tasam brahma mahad yonir

aham bija-pradah pita

Here Krishna says, "I am the father of all forms of life. The material nature is the mother, and I am the seed-giving
father." Without a father and mother nobody can be born. The father gives the seed, and the mother supplies the
body. In this material world the mother of every one of us—from Lord Brahma down to the ant—is the material
nature. Our body is matter; therefore it is a gift of the material nature, our mother. But I, the spirit soul, am part
and parcel of the Supreme Father, Krishna. Krishna says, mamaivamso . . . j iva-bhutah:

"All these living entities are part and parcel of Me."

So if you want to broaden your feelings of fellowship to the utmost limit, please try to understand the Bhagavad-
gita. You'll get enlightenment; you'll become a real mahatma. You will feel affection even for the cats and dogs
and reptiles. In the Seventh Canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam you'll find a statement by Narada Muni that if there
is a snake in your house you should give it something to eat. Just see how your feelings can expand! You'll care
even for a snake, what to speak of other animals and human beings.

So we cannot become enlightened unless we come to the point of understanding God, or Krishna. Therefore we
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are preaching Krishna consciousness all over the world. The Krishna consciousness movement is not new. As I
told you, it is based on the principles of the Bhagavad-gita, and the Bhagavad-gita is an ancient scripture. From
the historical point of view it is five thousand years old. And from a pre-historical point of view it is millions of years
old. Krishna says in the fourth chapter, imam vivasvate yogam proktavan aham avyayam: "I first spoke this ancient
science of yoga to the sun-god." That means Krishna first spoke the Bhagavad-gita some millions of years ago.
But simply from a historical point of view, Bhagavad-gita has existed since the days of the Battle of Kurukshetra,
which was fought five thousand years ago. So it is older than any other scripture in the world.

Try to understand Bhagavad-gita as it is, without any unnecessary commentary. The words of the Bhagavad-gita
are sufficient to give you enlightenment, but unfortunately people have taken advantage of the popularity of the
Bhagavad-gita and have tried to express their own philosophy under the shelter of the Bhagavad-gita. That is
useless. Try to understand the Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Then you will get enlightenment; you will understand that
Krishna is the center of all activities. And if you become Krishna conscious, everything will be perfect and all
problems will be solved.

Thank you very much. Are there any questions?

Indian student: I don't know the exact Sanskrit from the Gita, but somewhere Krishna says, "All roads lead to
Me. No matter what one does, no matter what one thinks, no matter what one is involved with, eventually he will
evolve toward Me." So is enlightenment a natural evolution?

Srila Prabhupada: No, Krishna never says that whatever you do, whatever you think, you will naturally evolve
toward Him. To become enlightened in Krishna consciousness is not natural for the conditioned soul. You require
instruction from a spiritual master. Otherwise, why did Krishna instruct Arjuna? You have to get knowledge from
a superior person and follow his instructions.

Arjuna was perplexed. He could not understand whether he should fight or not. Similarly, everyone in the material
world is perplexed. So we require guidance from Krishna or his bona fide representative. Then we can become
enlightened.

Evolution is natural up through the animal species. But when we come to the human form of life, we can use our
own discretion. As you like, you make your choice of which path to follow. If you like Krishna, you can go to Krishna;
if you like something else, you can go there. That depends on your discretion.

Everyone has a little bit of independence. At the end of the Bhagavad-gita [18.66] Krishna says, sarva-dharman
parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja: "Just give up everything and surrender unto Me." If this surrender is natural,
why would Krishna say, "You should do this"? No. Surrendering to Krishna is not natural in our materially conditioned
state. We have to learn it. Therefore we must hear from a bona fide spiritual master—Krishna or His authorized
representative—and follow his instructions. This will bring us to the stage of full enlightenment in Krishna
consciousness. 

Srila Prabhupada, the founder-acharya of ISKCON, has delivered more than
1500 lectures on Vedic scriptures like Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam and
Sri Chaitanya-charitamrita. The audio recording of his lectures are available in
ISKCON centers. You can also hear some of these lectures in
www.iskconbangalore.org/srila-prabhupada-lectures



Big Animals, Small Animals
SRILA PRABHUPADA SPEAKS OUT

This is a continuation of a conversation between His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and
a guest, Dr. Christian Hauser, a psychiatrist, that took place in Stockholm in September 1975.

Dr. Hauser: Yes, I can see what you mean about Darwin.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Such a rascal. A
mudha, big ass. He did not know anything
about the difference between dead
matter and living spirit-he could not
distinguish between the bodily
covering and the soul within. Nor
can the big modern asses that follow
him. No perfect knowledge. Simply
pretense, cheating.

Certainly the soul—the soul—can
go from one species of body to
another, say from a monkey body
to a human body, or vice versa. This
understanding is nice. Not
that the monkey body can
change into a human

body. That "understanding" is nonsense, cheating.

Dr. Hauser: But some of this cheating, as you call it,
must still have been of great use to mankind,

because for all these centuries, not much has
been known at all. So these scientists have
been working according to whatever level of
knowledge they have reached, and—

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is explained in
Srimad-Bhagavatam: In the jungle, the small

animals look up to a bigger animal as their
leader. But he's still an animal, is he not?

Dr. Hauser: I don't really understand.

Srila Prabhupada: In the jungle or
in the forest . . .

Dr. Hauser: Yes.
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Srila Prabhupada: . . . a lion, for instance, is considered
to be the king of the animals. So the lion may be a big
animal. But after all, he's still an animal.

Dr. Hauser: So you mean the modern scientist is a big
lion.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. A big rascal. That's it, a big
rascal. A big rascal is lionized by small rascals. That's
all.

Dr. Hauser: A big rascal seducing the small rascals.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is the situation. Today
everything is going on like that. Not only in science, but
also in philosophy, religion, sociology, and politics. The
big rascal and the small rascals. That's all.

Dr. Hauser: But you must evoke a lot of feelings when
you say, for example, that Einstein was a very big rascal.

Srila Prabhupada: No. Einstein believed in God. Yes,
he believed in God. So he was not a rascal. He was a
sane man. He believed in God. He tried to find out about
the brain of God, the unlimited intelligence of God. Many
scientists believe in God, but unfortunately, the rascals
have captured a prominent position.

The people who are defying God—they're rascals,
animals. Harav abhaktasya kuta mahad gunah. Unless
one is God conscious, he's a rascal.

Maybe one's understanding of God is not perfect. But
if he thinks God exists, that is intelligence. But the
rascals, the two-legged animals, will never accept God
or their own soul. Just as in Russia. A set of rascals.
They do not believe in God.

Dr. Hauser: But the religious interest in Russia is there,
is greater than in any other country in Europe. But not
the leaders. The leaders are n—

Srila Prabhupada: I speak of the leaders. Not only in
Russia—everywhere. The leaders are big animals, and
they are happy only if they can make the ordinary people
into small animals. The leaders—the rascal leaders are
spoiling the whole world situation. In India, also. In India,
by nature eighty percent of the people are aloof from
the four main sinful activities. But at the present moment
the government, the leaders, are inducing the people
to eat flesh, to take intoxicants, to gamble, and to have
illicit sex.

Oh, yes—because nowadays government means rascal.
Take this Nixon. Once in power, he proved himself a

rascal. And virtually all the government leaders—
government leader has come to mean rascal.

Dr. Hauser: Although Nixon says, in every television
speech, that he is a believer of God.

Srila Prabhupada:  That is simply poli t ics.

Dr. Hauser: Yes.

Srila Prabhupada: He may be a God believer, but he
has little use for God in his practical life. If a man doesn't
use his practical life to awaken his dormant God
consciousness, or Krishna consciousness, then he has
simply wasted time.

Dr. Hauser: But in this country, for instance, if
somebody's a Protestant, or, I mean, a Christian who
goes to church, this is also of value, is it not? You don't
try to convert them away from that?

Srila Prabhupada: No, no. We have no such process.

Dr. Hauser: Because your movement is extremely
distinctive.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. But we don't try to convert
anyone. For instance, a gentleman was asking, "Why
are these young ladies dressing in Indian saris?" Now,
I never instructed them, "You do that." But they are
doing it of their own accord. I never canvassed people
to become Hindus or some such thing. No. Our request
is, "Just become God conscious." Any outward form of
religion is all right. It doesn't matter—provided the
follower awakens his dormant God consciousness. Then
that is first-class religion.

But suppose somebody is not awakened to the standard
of God consciousness. Then he may follow some form
of religion, but it is a waste of time. That is our only
concern. We don't want official religiosity. In Sanskrit
that is called dharma-dhvaji. Dhvaja means "flag." So,
usually a man simply wants to have a flag: "I belong to
this religion." That's all.

But if I ask him, "What do you actually know about
religion?" he cannot explain. 'What is the nature of
God?" He cannot explain. "Who are you—beyond your
body?" He cannot explain.

Simply he has a flag: "I am Hindu." "I am Muslim." "I
am Christian." And he will fight those who have some
other kind of flag. He may be thinking, "I am a big man,
a great soul." But in truth he is a small animal. 

(To be continued.)

Dec 13 Ekadashi
Dec 14 break fast

Dec 29 Ekadashi
Dec 30 break fast

Fasting

Dec 23 Ratha Yatra in Chennai
Dec 29 Vaikuntha Ekadashi
Jan 6 Ratha Yatra in Mysore

Festivals
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At the end of many births the man of wisdom seeks
refuge in Me, realizing that Vasudeva is all. Rare indeed
is such a high-souled person. (Gita ,  7.19)

Today, for the majority of students attending universities
and institutions of higher learning, the question of the
end of knowledge, the destination of the long pursuit,
hardly ever comes to mind. One's eyes are usually fixed
on graduation day and the diploma that signifies entrance
into a good-paying job. For most, the goal of knowledge
is money and the material pleasures it buys.

The more intelligent see the goal in the pursuit itself—
as in a literary education, the goal is the enjoyment of
literature itself, or, as in mathematics, the goal is in
postulating and proving certain theorems. Nothing more
is desired. It is like the pleasure a man gets in building
a cabinet, or a painter in painting a picture. The act itself
is its own reward. So for the more intelligent, education
itself is its own reward—they neither need nor seek
extraneous compensations.

Yet the true artist, the true technician, always honest
with himself, never allows his perspectives to stray too
far, never allows himself to be too attached to his work.
Seeing himself as a man in time and space, seeing his
work and the earth in their relationship to the universe,
in time and space, seeing all works, even the grandest—
the earth itself and the entire material universe—to
perishable, he is not attached. He is happy in his work
mainly because of his detachment. He is like the child
who happily makes sand castles so diligently on the
beach yet leaves them when his father takes him home.
He doesn't care if the waves wash them away. It is a
matter of always having things in perspective. This may
be said not only of a man's work or art; it may be said
of a man's entire life.

He who bends to himself a Joy
Doth the winged life destroy;

But he who kisses the Joy as it flies
Lives in Eternity's sunrise.

(From William Blake's Gnomic Verses)

"Knowledge" itself is elusive. The wisest have always
claimed to know nothing. One is always getting the
impression that mankind is still in kindergarten, especially
as one gradually becomes more certain that "This life's
five windows of the soul/Distorts the Heavens from pole
to pole." (Blake, From The Everlasting Gospel) Socrates
was always claiming to know nothing, and Whitman
echoed him: "I cannot tell how my ankles bend, nor
whence the cause of my faintest wish. That I walk up

my stoop, I pause to consider if it really be." (Song of
Myself, 24) The time arrives when man sees himself
and his "accomplishments" as nothing more than the
dabblings of a child, fabrications to pass the time, games
to distract.

It is at this point that "knowledge" begins to break down.
Man begins to question, "What is this 'knowledge' I've
been so long pursuing? What are its purposes, its
categories? Am I on the right path in this pursuit, or am
I deluding myself?" If such a man is fortunate, he will
turn to a scripture such as Bhagavad-gita for guidance,
and he will see that Krishna Himself, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, divides knowledge into three
gunas or qualities: sattva, rajas, and tamas—namely,
goodness, passion, and ignorance.

The knowledge by which one indestructible Substance
is seen in all beings, undivided in the divided—know
that that knowledge is of the nature of sattva (goodness).
(Gita, 18.20)

Such is the knowledge of the good or holy man who
sees "the touch of the One in the play of the many."
Such a man is never deluded for behind the play of
maya he always sees One Actor—the Supreme Lord.
That this knowledge is rare today accounts for the
abundance of misery in this kali yuga, this age of
ignorance, chaos and disagreement. Transcendental
knowledge is in the mode of goodness automatically.
Those who cultivate knowledge beyond this body
culminating in the firm conviction that "I am not this
body, I am spirit-soul," begin from the mode of goodness,
or sattva. Knowledge in goodness is the starting point
for self-realization. Men seeking transcendental
knowledge have nothing to do with knowledge in the
modes of passion and ignorance. Rather, people who
see their own interest as separate from spiritual
knowledge are in the inferior modes.

But that knowledge through which one sees in all beings
various entities of different kinds as differing from one
another—know that that knowledge is of the nature of
rajas (passion). (Gita, 18.21)

A man whose knowledge is in the mode of passion
comprehends different souls dwelling in different bodies
in constant conflict with one another. This point of view
immediately places such a man in the position of
defending "that which is mine" and working for his own
benefit, for he sees diversity, and is involved in the
struggle which is born out of diversity. Such a man very
vigorously struggles to maintain his particular interest

Krishna: The End of Knowledge
An article by Hayagriva Das Brahmachary in the Back to Godhead, 1967

(Howard Wheeler)
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against the interests of others. He is also constantly
trying to improve conditions in the material world, and
of course conditions are continually overwhelming him.
He does not understand that he will never be happy in
the material world any more than a fish will be happy
on land, for in truth he is not matter, but spirit. He will
never be happy on this earth, regardless of the number
of gadgets he may devise for his convenience and
material comfort, for he is still confined to the prison-
house of birth, disease, old age and death.

Finally, Krishna speaks of "knowledge" in ignorance:

And the knowledge that is confined to one single effect
as if it were the whole, and is without reason, without
foundation in truth, and trivial—that knowledge is declared
to be of the nature of tamas (ignorance, or dullness).
(Gita, 17.22)

Such a man is simply happy with a little food, a place
to sleep, some sex enjoyment and a few other pleasures
to make life "tolerable." He considers his body to be the
cause of effects and of things into which he comes into
contact, and he is therefore a slave to his body, working
always with his body comfort in mind. Such men are on
the level of the animals—they have no desire for
improvement either in this world or in the next. Their
conception of the universe is strictly physical and they
have no idea of a Supreme Spirit behind the material
guise. Of them it is said, "the light shineth in darkness:
and the darkness comprehended it not." (John, I/5)

A brief review of the fields of contemporary knowledge
reveals passion and ignorance to be the two predominant
modes. In the "humanities," for instance, history (from
the transcendental viewpoint) truly becomes a pack of
lies perpetrated on the dead, so much senseless
conjecture and family gossip. Of what use is history?
Its only justification is that man can learn from it and it
can give man a sense of direction; in this century alone
there have been two major wars and thousands of books
have been written about them, horrors that might well
have been forgotten have been dug up, revitalized and
dealt to the public in tons of newsprint. Still mankind
rushes stubbornly into a third holocaust. History only
teaches that it teaches nothing. That most historians
are cynics is testimony to this.

Speculative philosophy becomes the most useless of
all gestures—stacks and stacks of words that are only
good for burning on a cold night. Rationalizing,
speculation, intellectualizing a la Western philosophic
tradition have only led—at most—to dry and dusty
treatises and pipe-arguments. Similarly, literature may
contain some beautiful stories, but in this century it so
often consists of many stylistic conceits and materialistic
nonsense—students had rather dissect the jittery
personalities of Faulkner, Pound, Hemingway than road
their works. After so many years, man has finally become
wary of words and those who use them. "Were you

thinking that those were the words, those upright lines?
Those curves, angles, dots? No, those are not the
words, the substantial words are in the ground and
sea,/They are in the air, they are in you." (Whitman, "A
Song of the Rolling Earth") In the realm of words, poetry,
often accused of being the most senseless and useless
mode of man's expression, seems to be the only one
worth retaining. Poetry is the music of words, and music
of transcendental praise does not belong to the sphere
of "knowledge." But history which only records struggle
on the material plane, and philosophy that is filled with
vain speculation, and literature that also depicts
materialistic struggle and is written to amuse without
enlightening and is the work of authors desirous of
money and fame—such fields of knowledge are in the
modes of passion.

Like history, philosophy, and literature, science has only
succeeded in implementing man with encumbrances
that mainly serve to divert his energy. For example,
because there are so many automobiles, man feels the
need to travel more and more. Now man is spending
so much energy to reach the moon—for what specific
reason, no one can really say, save for the psychological
need he must feel to escape earth. However, advanced
yogis and those advanced in Krishna-consciousness
know that such vehicular interplanetary travel is most
difficult, if not impossible. Space travel is not difficult—
the gross materialists are simply going about it the
wrong way. Furthermore, science has principally helped
man to destroy himself most effectively. In the realm,
science has proved itself most helpful and progressive.
Extermination. When God gave man gunpowder He
knew the little bangs would grow into bigger and bigger
ones. In this field, science is most adept. "They murder
to dissect" is now a bland statement. Always what Hart
Crane called "the iron dealt cleavage," iron, metal,
science cutting flesh. It is a familiar story. Yet these
madmen, masters of extermination, receive large financial
grants from universities and foundations to further pursue
the annihilation of the race. They are always trying to
kill God, but God cannot be killed. Yet science, the
pursuit of the firecracker, is considered knowledge. At
its best when it attempts to satisfy the material desires
of man by helping him attain adequate food and shelter
or curing his physical diseases for a short duration, it
is knowledge in the mode of passion. And when science
shackles man with modern "conveniences" or frivolous
gimmicks or when it exterminates man by monstrous
bombs and military devices, then it is asuric—it is
knowledge in the mode of ignorance and darkness.
Although modern man places all his hopes in science,
the wise know this to be the knowledge of the madhouse.

And while mentioning madhouses, the lunatics of
psychology, one of the latest "departments of knowledge,"
are known to be on the loose, supported by a
considerable amount of police-power. These "PhD"
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testgivers, judgers of sanity, can haul any citizen off the
streets of (for example) New York City, throw him in
Bellevue Observation Ward, and keep him there
"indefinitely." If the unfortunate soul happens to manage
a squeal of protest, these heavy-handed soul-searchers
throw him into their own Bellevue Kangaroo Court then
clap him away into a rat-infested State bedlam supervised
by doctors and orderlies whose sadism would have
afforded Kraft-Ebing some juicy histories. Many sensitive
and intelligent men are broken by the doctors of
psychology who manage them much like they manage
their white mice. Either conform to the madness of
contemporary civilization or you're "psychotic," they tell
modern man. So this latest branch of "knowledge," in
the mode of darkest ignorance, is affording man one of
the biggest detours on his road to happiness.

Many examples of similar diversions can be given:
mathematics are concerned with number games. No
mathematician has ever been able to prove that one
equals one, and besides, reducing everything to an
equation helps no one. Politics is an animal farm for the
power-hungry, the vanity of vanities, and business and
finances are simply the arts of throat-cutting. In that
sense they hold hands with science. Sociology is
concerned with the dying and anthropology with the
dead. The language into which one is born affords a
sufficient number of confusing symbols without one's
trying to learn others. Most comparative linguists never
manage to master their own native tongues. And
astronomy. One glance at the sky and any fool can tell
you the stars are innumerable. All these fields of
knowledge are in the modes of passion and ignorance.

Such are the branches of "knowledge" offered by man,
a poor serving indeed, hardly worthy of consideration
let alone a lifetime's devotion. The principle of money-
making keeps most of them in business, and behind
the money-making principle is the principle of sense-
gratification. And sense-gratification mainly includes
eating, merry-making, sleeping sex-life and defending.
So take these away and the whole structure of
"knowledge" collapses. It's all really rather basic after
all. But the veneer, glossed by centuries of deceit, is
thick indeed, and many are entrapped. The real problems
of birth, old age, disease, and death go unsolved and
untouched. So it is said that "Grace is given of God, but
knowledge is bought in the market."

How to get out? How to put an end to trickery and
delusion, the fruits of false knowledge? Krishna says:

At the end of many births the man of wisdom seeks
refuge in Me, realizing that Vasudeva is all. Rare indeed
is such a high-souled person. (Gita,  7.19)

By Me, in My unmanifested form, are all things in this
universe pervaded. All beings exist in Me, but I do not
exist in them.

And yet the beings do not dwell in Me—behold, that is

My divine mystery. My Spirit, which is the support of all
beings and the source of all things, does not dwell in
them.

As the mighty wind blowing everywhere ever rests in
the aethereal space (akasa), know that in the same
manner all beings rest in Me.

At the end of a cycle all beings, O son of Kunti, enter
into My Prakriti (nature), and at the beginning of a cycle
I generate them again.

Controlling My own Prakriti, I send forth, again and
again, all this multitude of beings, helpless under the
sway of maya. (Gita, 9.4-8)

Fools disregard Me when I assume a human form; for
they are unaware of My higher nature as the Supreme
Lord of all beings. Being of the deceitful nature of fiends
and demons, they cherish vain hopes, perform vain
actions, pursue vain knowledge, and are devoid of
judgement.

But the great-souled men, O Partha, who are endowed
with the divine nature, worship Me with undisturbed
minds, knowing that I am immutable and the origin of
all beings.

Ever glorifying Me, always striving with self-control,
remaining firm in their vows, bowing before Me, they
worship Me with love and unwavering steadiness.

Others, again, offer the oblation of knowledge and
worship Me either as one with them or as distinct from
them; and still others in various ways worship Me, whose
form is the whole universe. (Gita 9.11-15)

Therefore worldly knowledge, by the standards of the
Gita, is concerned with maya, the illusion, or the play
of God. All things that are perceived by the senses
(sight, sound, touch, taste, smell) and by the mind are
ephemeral, illusory. While the human being is in contact
with them, they seem real enough, but when they are
past they have no more reality than dreams. One can
easily understand this by thinking of the past years in
one's life. Now those past years are no more tangible
than dreams. Similarly, this moment that is now passing
is seemingly real, but in the future, with retrospection,
it will also have that dream-like quality. World War II is
now over. Now that it is over it only seems like a bad
dream. This is the nature of all things in the material
world. They are here one moment and gone the next.
It is impossible to hold onto them for any length of time.
Because they do not endure, because they are all
ephemeral, they are called maya, illusion. Life itself,
then, is maya. As long as we are perceiving things
through these bodies, we are entangled by maya. Life
is very much like being rushed through a tunnel of
dreams. We plunge in one side (birth) and are cast into
the tunnel's darkness. While rushing through this
darkness all kinds of illusory forms flash past—sounds,
sights, tastes, touches, odors ... all confront us, all kinds
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of men and women, countries, lands, earths, solar
systems and all the paraphernalia of the material universe
presents itself to us. Then suddenly we come out the
tunnel (at death) and are once again in the Light. It is
this Light, not the tunnel, that is the Reality. Those who
are concerned with knowledge of the tunnel are deluded.
The tunnel universities and tunnel occupations and
pastimes are not for wise men. The truly wise are
concerned with the Reality. The Reality is the Kingdom
of Krishna, of God, which is the true and eternal abode
of Bliss-Knowledge-Absolute. It is in this Kingdom, not
in the tunnel, that we are free and blissful. The tunnel
is only darkness, confusion and pain. One has often
heard that this world is darkness and that we see, as
it were, "through a glass darkly." This is what William
Blake meant when he wrote:

This life's five windows of the soul
Distorts the Heavens from pole to pole,

And leads you to believe a lie
When you see with, not thro', the eye

That was born in a night, to perish in a night,
When the soul slept in the beams of light.
(William Blake, The Everlasting Gospel)

Since our concerns are not really with the tunnel, since
our real happiness cannot be found in the tunnel, what
are we to do? Are we to kill ourselves to get out of our
miserable condition? No, we have no right to do this.
Even our own material body does not belong to us: we
have no right to put an end to it. "Man is a prisoner who
has no right to open the door of his prison and run
away," Socrates said. "A man should wait, and not take
his own life until God summons him." Socrates was one
of the few philosophers in the West to understand that
the body is the abode of darkness.

The body is a source of endless trouble to us by reason
of the mere requirement of food; and it is liable also to
diseases which overtake and impede us in the search
after true being: it fills us full of loves, and lusts, and
fears, and fancies of all kinds, and endless foolery, and
in fact, as men say, takes away from us the power of
thinking at all. Whence come wars, and fightings, and
factions? Whence but from the body and the lusts of
the body? Wars are occasioned by the love of money,
and money has to be acquired for the sake and in the
service of the body; and by reason of all these
impediments we have no time to give to wisdom; and,
last and worst of all, even if we are at leisure and betake
ourselves to some speculation, the body is always
breaking in upon us, causing turmoil and confusion in
our enquiries, and so amazing us that we are prevented
from seeing the truth. It has been proved to us by
experience that if we would have pure knowledge of
anything we must be quit of the body—the soul in herself
must behold things in themselves: and then we shall
attain the wisdom which we desire, and of which we
say that we are lovers; not while we live, but after death;

for if while in company with the body, the soul cannot
have pure knowledge, one of two things follows—either
knowledge is not to be attained at all, or, if at all, after
death. For then, and not till then, the soul will be parted
from the body and exist in herself alone. In this present
life, I reckon that we make the nearest approach to
knowledge when we have the least possible intercourse
or communion with the body, and are not surfeited with
the bodily nature, but keep ourselves pure until the hour
when God himself is pleased to release us. And thus
having got rid of the foolishness of the body we shall
be pure and hold converse with the pure, and know of
ourselves the clear light everywhere, which is no other
than the light of truth. (Socrates, from Plato's Phaedo)

To come out the tunnel of darkness into the light of truth
therefore is the end of knowledge. The light of truth
emanates from God, Krishna, Who is the abode of all
wisdom and truth. Our happiness then is in surrendering
to the Godhead who will put an end to all the false
"knowledge" of the tunnel. The light of His truth scatters
ignorance and darkness as the sun in the material
universe scatters the darkness of night. While we are
in the tunnel, we have certain guidebooks to follow that
will lead us into the light. The Gospel of Christ is such
a "guidebook." The Bhagavad-gita is another guidebook.
The Koran and Buddhist sutras are also authorised
guidebooks. We should be careful, however, to make
certain our guidebook is authorised scripture and not
mere human speculation.

As long as we are in the tunnel of darkness thinking
ourselves these bodies and administering to the demands
of these bodies, we will not be happy. We will be like
diseased men scratching their sores, making their
disease worse. The "knowledgeable" man, PhD, MD,
or LSD, who thinks himself this body and who attaches
importance to its fame and administers to its desires,
is a first class fool with a skin disease. He does not
deserve to be listened to, regardless of his teachings.
The wise man knows that he is under the spell of illusion
due to material contact. He surrenders himself to the
lotus feet of Krishna and becomes automatically freed
from material contamination. He cries "Hare Krishna,
Hare Rama" at the lotus feet of the Lord, imploring
liberation from his diseased condition. And, if he is
sincere, real knowledge is communicated to him by
Krishna, knowledge that I am not this body: I am spirit
soul, ever blissful and ever free. I am Brahman, and my
joy is in eternal association with the Supreme Lord. This
is real knowledge and is transcendental to knowledge
in the mode of goodness, passion and ignorance. It is
the beginning of Krishna consciousness. The process
of chanting clears away the dirt of materialistic
"knowledge" and makes one eligible to receive real
knowledge from the Supreme Lord. It is only in this
transcendental knowledge that this life becomes worth
living and in which the next life is eternally blissful. 
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Located about 5 miles from Sirkali is the modest yet
highly energetic temple of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead Narayana

The Legend

This temple is intimately associated with the pastime of
Lord Sri Ramachandra, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

Following the killing of the rakshasa King Ravana, his
saintly brother Vibheeshana was crowned the king of
Lanka. Sri Ramachandra, Supreme Personality of
Godhead, asked the new king and the surviving rakshasas
to properly cremate their dead king, who was a great
being worthy of respect and admiration. Initially,
Vibheeshana refused to perform the last rites, but when
Sri Ramachandra, convinced him, he began to perform

Temple from a golden cow

Semponsei Perarulala
Perumal Temple

by Sampatkumara Ramanuja Dasan (Adv. Ashwin.S)

the funeral of Lankapathi Ravana.

While returning to Ayodhya, Lord Sri Ramachandra stayed
at the hermitage of Dhrudanetra Muni. As suggested by
the sage, to cleanse Himself of the sin of having killed
Ravana who was a brahmana, Lord Rama made a big
golden cow, entered into it and performed penance for
four days. He donated the golden cow to a brahmana on
the fifth day, who sold the cow and used the proceeds to
build this temple. As the temple was built with sale
proceeds of the golden cow, the place came to be known
as Sem Pon Sei Koil. In Tamil, sempon means pure gold
and koil means temple.

The Temple
Of the 108 divya desam, this is the only temple the Lord
Himself raised funds to build. The Lord faces the east
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here and is praised by many names such as
Semponarangar, Herambar and Perarulalan. The vimana
above the sanctum is known as Kanaka Vimanam.
In the main sanctum sanctorum, the Deity of
Semponarangar is seen with Sridevi and Bhoodevi.
The festival Deity is called Semponarangar. There is a
separate shrine for Mother Lakshmi who is called Alimlar
Nachiyar or the Lakshmi in a jasmine groove.
Festivals
As at other Vishnu temples of Tamil Nadu, the priests
belong to the Pancharathra agama. The temple rituals
are performed four times a day. During the worship,
religious instructions in the Vedas are recited by priests,

and worshippers prostrate themselves in front of the
temple mast. There are weekly, monthly and fortnightly
rituals performed in the temple.

During the new moon day of the Tamil month Thaai, the
festival deity of Thirumangai Alwar is brought from
Thiruvali-Thirunagari. The Thirumangai Alwar
Mangalasasana Utsavam is celebrated in the Tamil month
of Thaai (January–February). The highlight of the festival
is Garudasevai, an event in which the festival Deities of
the eleven Thirunangur divya desam are brought on Their
mounts like Garuda Vahana, to Thirunangur. The festive
deity of Thirumangai Alwar is also brought on a Hamsa
Vahana and his pasurams (verses) dedicated to each of
these eleven temples are recited during the occasion.

Lord of Semponsei
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The festival deities of Thirumangai Alvar and his consort
Kumudavalli Nachiyar are taken on a palanquin to each
of the eleven temples. The verses dedicated to each of
the eleven temples are chanted in the respective shrines.
This is one of the most important festivals in the region,
which draws thousands of visitors.

Thirumangai Alwar Songs

Thirumangai Alwar sang this beautiful poem for the
pleasure of the Supreme Lord:

I saw Him—who is like dark rain cloud - standing with
Sridevi and Bhoodevi on either side—in Semponsei,
which lies in the middle of Thirunangoor. He is called
Perarulalan since He gives boon to all who worship
Him. He is worshipped by all the people and I too
worshipped Him and found my life purposeful.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is beyond all
changes like birth, growth, old age, death, etc. He exists
as an ocean of Ananda. He exists in three kalas - past,
present and future; He is very enjoyable like the notes
of music; He is the subject matter and meaning of the
Vedas; He is the chief of the nitya sooris and—
worshipped by the devotees of Sempon Sei.

Alwar says he saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
the ocean-hued one in Semponsei, where brahmanas

who are like Brahma live. (They have the capacity to
create but don’t execute their powers) He is the antaryami
to the five bhootas, the sun and the moon and all other
objects—sentient and insentient in this world. He resides
in Semponsei where Alwar worshipped Him.

He is the peerless Vamana who measured the worlds
with His feet. He is the Supreme who is worshipped by
nityasooris—the ever young devas—in the milk ocean.
He is the one who is worshipped by the devotees—who
are like Brahma in their knowledge and tapas—in
Semponsei where He is seen wearing a precious-gem-
studded crown.

He is Sri Ramachandra, the son of Dasharatha, who
takes pity and fulfils the wishes of those who go to Him
and praise, ‘Oh Supreme Personality of Godhead! You
destroy the evil-minded rakshasas in order to protect
dharma.’ He takes compassion like a mother for her
pleading children. He is the father of Pradyumna
(Manmatha avatara) who resides in Semponsei, where
there are flowering tress full of honey and where there
is always the sound of devotion heard.

Sri Rama was happy that He built a bridge across the
roaring sea with huge boulders, to cross over to
Lankapuri. He destroyed that city which was well-
protected by forts and built on a mountain (Trikoota).

Mulavar and utsavar Deities at the temple
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He resides in Semponsei where devotees consider
Vedas as their only wealth and where the Supreme
Personality of Godhead reveals His love with
Mahalakshmi near him. He has removed the miseries
of material world as soon as I saw Him—says Alwar.

He is a Krishna who with anger killed the angry wild
elephant Kuvaalayapeeda, broke the great bow and
crushed the powerful wrestlers. He is the Lord of the
colours of a dark cloud, who in Semponsei, where the
devotees who never fail to chant Vedas, reside.
I worshipped this Supreme Personality of Godhead who

looks like an anjana mountain and got rid of my sins—
says Alwar.

He is a lamp of devotion known by Vedas and self-
effulgent, who cut off the thousand arms of Banasura.
He resides as top of the Thirumala. He resides in
Semponsei where there are devotees who are like tilaka
of the southern region. He enjoys seeing the Sri
Vaishnavas who come to worship Him.

Oh Supreme Personality of Godhead! You are like ever-
flowing honey in the minds of devotees who call Your

names, ‘Oh! Krishna!. Oh Rama!’
and meditate on Your qualities. He
resides in Semponsei where clear-
minded devotees live. Thus, is He
who is the very nature of bliss, whom
I worshipped and now l ive
purposefully.

Those who read and meditate on
these ten slokas which Thirumangai
Alwar has sung on the Supreme
Personal i ty  of  Godhead at
Semponsei of Thirunangoor, will
certainly rule over this vast world
and finally reach Vaikunta to become
one of the nitya sooris. 
Photo courtesy:
Santhanakrishnan, Srirangam

The Lord in processionLord receiving abhisheka

Lord on pallaki

To read online visit:  www.goo.gl/gZRTJU
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In 1969, my first year at New York's High School of Art
and Design, I happened upon a copy of Bhagavad-gita,
a battered Penguin paperback. I was intrigued. I really
couldn't make heads or tails of the message, but I
appreciated that it was some sort of spiritual philosophy
and was written with great poetic style.

I decided to look up "Bhagavad-gita" in Webster's
Unabridged Dictionary: "a philosophical poem relating
a discourse between Krishna (God) and a warrior, Arjuna;
it is a sacred Hindu text."

Throughout my high-school years I rummaged through
old bookstores, looking for different editions of Bhagavad-
gita. Some editions were versified translations, some
were prose. All were alluring, and all were mysterious.
The Gita, it seemed, was a book of inscrutable wisdom,
of contradictory truths. Was it, for instance, a glorification
of war, or a treatise on nonviolence? Was it allegory, or
was it to be taken literally?

Although my friends and I were reading Hesse,
Castaneda, Buber, Tillich, and many other popular
existentialist writers of the time, I maintained a special
fascination for the Gita that lasted all through high
school. Then, during my senior year, I picked up a copy

of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the founder and
spiritual master of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness. Here was a refreshing change. Srila
Prabhupada did not explain the Gita in a metaphorical
or analogical way. His approach was literal, giving the
essential message of each text according to the ancient
Vaishnava tradition.

I remember the day I received Bhagavad-gita As It Is
as if it were yesterday, although it was fourteen years
ago. I was on the train on my way home from school.
I was reading a popular translation of the Gita when a
Hare Krishna devotee approached me. He was asking
for donations, and he was selling, of all things, copies
of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Srila Prabhupada's Gita.

What the devotee said to me I'll remember for the rest
of my life. "You're reading poison!" he exclaimed. I was
shocked.

"The Gita is as pure as milk," he continued, "but even
milk becomes poison when touched by the lips of a
serpent." I could understand that he was criticizing the
particular translation I was reading. I had misgivings
about this edition myself, as only the first six chapters

Search For The Genuine GITA
As It Is at last!

by Satyaraja Dasa (1987)
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were translated. Why would the translator leave out the
remaining twelve chapters? Agreeing with the devotee
that something was amiss, I accepted a copy of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, which he gave me free.

Srila Prabhupada's Gita was fabulous. Unlike other
editions, it provided me with a clear understanding of
the personalities involved and of the entire Bhagavad-
gita. The Gita's clear and almost simple message
became apparent: surrender unto Krishna, God. And
Srila Prabhupada was the first to give this direct and
obvious meaning of the Gita. It became apparent that
many of the other translators and commentators were
missing the essence of the Gita.

But I wanted to be certain. And after I enrolled in Queens
College that fall, I took a course in Sanskrit. Now I would
be able to compare translations. After all, Prabhupada's
conclusion was obvious.

I learned that most scholars agreed with Prabhupada,
praising his work as the definitive Bhagavad-gita. And
his particular edition was read and accepted worldwide.
His books were in ninety-five percent of America's
college and university libraries and were sometimes
used as course material and supplementary reading in
philosophy, religion, literature, and Asian studies. Dr.
Rashik Vihari Joshi, chairman of the department of
Sanskrit at the University of Delhi, had said, "Indian
religion and Indology will both forever remain indebted
to Srila Prabhupada for making Vaishnava thought and
philosophy available around the world through his
translations of and commentaries on Bhagavad-gita
and Srimad-Bhagavatam. Words fail to express my joy
and appreciation for these excellent editions." Similarly,
Dr. Samuel D. Atkins, professor of Sanskrit at Princeton
University, wrote, "I am most impressed with A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada's scholarly and
authoritative edition of Bhagavad-gita. It is a most
valuable work for the scholar as well as the layman and
of great utility as a reference book as well as a textbook."

Srila Prabhupada's Bhagavad-gita As It Is, I was learning,
stands as a challenge to all armchair philosophers who
depart from the Gita's central teaching of devotional
service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord
Krishna. Even Mahatma Gandhi, his dedication

notwithstanding, is guilty of offering a metaphorical
interpretation of the Gita to help authorize and popularize
his philosophy of satyagraha, passive resistance.

In the Gita's Ninth Chapter Lord Krishna categorically
advises Arjuna to surrender to Him and to love and
worship Him only. Krishna specifically uses the Sanskrit
word mam, meaning "unto Me." Yet one commentator,
a renowned Indian philosopher and one-time political
leader, begins his commentary on this crucial verse, "It
is not to Krishna that we have to surrender. . . ."

In the Gita Krishna is telling Arjuna to surrender to Him.
The Gita makes careful record of the fact that it is not
metaphorical by using the words krishnat saksat
kathayatah svayam (Bg. 18.75), which clearly indicate
that Krishna was directly (sakshat) in front of Arjuna
preaching personally (svayam). Since I was studying
Sanskrit at Queen's college, my knowledge of the
language was developing, and it became increasingly
obvious that Srila Prabhupada's Gita was the most
accurate. Those interpretations that differed did so for
ulterior motives—political, financial, religious, and so
on. But Srila Prabhupada was a pure devotee of the
Lord. Significantly, he entitled his Gita "As It Is," and he
called his comments "Purports," not "Interpretations."

In these purports, he gives the actual significance of
the verses, the direct meaning without speculation.

Why Srila Prabhupada entitled his edition Bhagavad-
gita As It Is is apparent from Krishna's statement to
Arjuna in the beginning of the Fourth Chapter. Regarding
Arjuna's qualification for receiving the teachings of the
Gita, Lord Krishna explains that it is not that Arjuna is
a great yogi, ascetic, or scholar. Rather, Krishna said,
it is "because you are My devotee and My friend;
therefore you can understand the transcendental mystery
of this science" (Bg. 4.3). Krishna has also disclosed in
the Gita that its truths can be understood only by those
who are in a line of authorized devotees known as
parampara, or disciplic succession. Of the four such
successions recognized by the Vedic literatures, the
line from Lord Brahma is flourishing, and Srila
Prabhupada was the thirty-second teacher in that line,
his students carrying on the message even today.
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Please chant...
Hare Krishna Hare Krishna
Krishna Krishna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama
Rama Rama Hare Hare

...& be happy

Vedic knowledge is like a family secret that has been
carefully handed down through many generations. Just
as present family descendants can know precisely what
took place generations ago, so sincere disciples of a
bona fide spiritual master can clearly receive the Gita's
message of surrender to Krishna.

Ever since Charles Wilkins first translated Bhagavad-
gita into English in 1785, there have been literally
hundreds of translations. Until Srila Prabhupada released
his Bhagavad-gita As It Is, however, not one Westerner
had become a devotee of Krishna. And this is quite
strange, since Lord Krishna makes it completely clear
in the Gita that becoming His devotee is life's goal:
"Always think of Me and become My devotee. Worship
Me and offer your homage unto Me. Thus you will come
to Me without fail. I promise you this because you are

My very dear friend" (Bg. 18.65).

According to Bhagavad-gita, spiritual truths reach the
most sincere students by a descending process, from
the scriptures themselves, the great sages, and through
a genuine and qualified spiritual teacher, who guides
one on the path of devotion to God. Thus the real import
of the Bhagavad-gita is not to be had by incessant
wrangling and a dazzling display of philosophical
hermeneutics, but by surrendering to Krishna and His
pure representatives in this world.

By 1973 I had found the authentic Bhagavad-gita and
was convinced that Srila Prabhupada, through his books,
would guide me to unravel the mystery of the Gita once
and for all. As I look back on my search, I can understand
that Srila Prabhupada was guiding and that Krishna had
been guiding me all along from within my heart. 

Magnanimous Contribution

Manipal Group has donated Rs. 108 Lakhs to Sri Sri Rajadhi Raja Srinivasa Govinda Temple. Dr. Ranjan
Pai, Managing Director & CEO of Manipal Group, handing over the cheque to Sri Sridham Krishna Dasa.

File photo
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Srila Prabhupada Disappearance day

Abhisheka

Gurupuja



Distinguished guests during Deepotsava

Sri H M Revanna,
Honourable Minister for

Transport, Government of
Karnataka

Sri Vishwavallabha Tirtha
Swamiji of Sode Matha

Sri Shivayogishwara Swamiji
of Sri Kaddusiddeshewara

Matha of Nonavinakere
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ISKCON Scholarship
In a humble attempt to recognize the important contribution made by unsung heroes in our city, like police personnel,
rickshaw drivers, railway porters, paurakarmikas and daily wage workers, ISKCON Bangalore has been awarding
scholarships to the students of these families on merit basis. This year, 350 students have been selected from
800 applicants. The scholarships are sponsored by The Learning Society, Bangalore, Sri Srinivasalu Reddy &
Himalaya Wellness to help these students to pursue higher education. The total amount awarded is about 45
lakhs.

This is an annual feature and this year the cut off percentage was 94.8%. The entire process has been transparent
and conducted online.

Cheques distributed by Sri A M Prasad, IPS, DG, Intelligence, Bangalore



Koti Deepotsavam at Hyderabad

Deepa Prajwalana by
HG Madhu Pandit Dasa and
HKM Presidents HG Amitasana Dasa,
HG Satya Gaura Chandra Dasa,
HG Jagan Mohan Krishna Dasa,
T Harish Rao, Telangana Irrigation
Minister and Kothha Prabhakar,
Medak MP.

Devotees participate in Koti Deepostavam

HG Madhu Pandit Dasa is felicitated

Laddu Gopal abhishekam at
Koti Deepostavam
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